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TO 



The Literati of the Britijh Dominions. 



xTLMIDST the daily influx of modem 
pyblications, in every art and fcience, now- 
pouring in from the Oceak of Lit eka- 
TUftE on all fides, — " ^ood^ bad^ and indif^ 
ferentj^ (as (hrewdly remarked by Lord 
Kenyon in the cafe of a noted XJnitarian 
Printer',) fbmetimes inftruding, frequently 
perplexing^ and too often perverting the 
public mind ;— to feparate the, wheat from 
the chaff in the prefent ^' intemjierance of 
Literature '* throughout Christendom— 
to infpeif fummarily, but not fuperficially, 
a few feleft articles of " the good^^ for 
' A 2 com- 



( iv ) 

cxuTimemiatiQU, ^i^Lof ^^theJmd ' * • for rc» 

prehenfioii and public warning, by (kilful 

and well-digefted Purjuits of Literature i — 

^^ Though deepi yet clear; though gentle^ yet not dull> 
Strong without rgige^ withputA/erflo^^ing full ;" 

(leaving " the indifferent^^ to their native 
infignificance, to fiak into oblivion)"; by 
endeavouring to combine the mighty (and 
if aJ)l^dire£led, irrefift4bl4)pQ;^er9 bfy^r^^ ^ 
and profane learning, in aid of truth 
and RIGHT, and in: drte6Hoir of error and 

' WRONG : — feems to be a material de/ide- 
ratum ia the pxef^^tag^^ opgre^ed by. tlf^i^ 
quantity and . qualify.^ pf the j)rodij£lions o£ . 
the Prefs ; wheu.it^isr bepameindJL^enlibly 

'requifite to recall the. attention and. the ^ 
ftudie3 of Scholar? frojm, the friypjous and. 
often noxious purfuitspf il^(j</^/;Litjeratui:e 
—to iho^^frji, princijiles wd pur£ ele-* 
ments of,ReJJ^ion2ind 5f/V^Cf^y. contained in ^ 
Ho/y.^rity the, higheft.of , all clafljcs, and ! 
in the moft .app^oye^d^^^W^r^ authp^^; 
both ancient and modqrn:-T7 

— *^ All thefe, for the fake oiourf elves ^ 
for the fake of the truths fgr^.the fake of, 

our 
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our conjliiuiion^ and of the laws^ and of 
the JiiiBlic fafety^ and of true religion^ and 
oi virtue y and oi freedom ; for the fake of 
the common weal of all — accurately to dif- 
r/j/}, ajjd tbb/oughly to invejligc^te.^\: 

Tiempjlhenes. 
Biir, to entice^ and plea'fe the puling 
tafte of *the public, fafticiiouny naufeating 
profound and laborious refearch, fuch im- 
portant and various infornriation muft be 
brief ah^coiicife, yet fuJSBciently ]plain aild 
intelligible, for ithofe indolent readers who 
will riot fubmit to the drudgery of ." pa^ 
tient ihitiking.'' — Vis^of, ^lCMov fjis[cc xcctcov — 
^^j4 great booky containing little information^ 
is a great evtW* — Aqd if the evil was 
condplaihed of fo long before the invention 
of Printings it fufely is now grown into- 
lerable, jfince/the art of book-making has 
Bceh brought to fiich perfeflion, by the 
ifdftdririg aid of the illiterate, unprincipled, 
ajjp mercenary crew of Majler Printers, 
throughout Europe, whole God is fordid 
gain — and . who trample even on the 
Cross it'felF for filthy lucre! — aiding, 
A3 abetting, 
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abetting, and encouraging all that defol- 
iating inundation of licentioufnefs, immo- 
rality and infidelity — to be found in the 
orang-outang philofophy of modern £//- 
curifm^ tending faft to Savagifm ; and in 
the atheijlical religion of modern Stoic ifm 
or Fatalifm ; when the cumbrous volumes 
of Monboddo^ Voltaire and Wieland^ &c, 
are greedily fought, and printed with all 
the meretricious decorations of engravings 
tyjie^ hot'prefs^ and wire-woven paper I — 
and the ^"^ Grape^Jhot of Literature''^ fpread- 
ing havoc all aroiind, in the lighter Effays 
of a Volney^ a Condor cet^ a Qodwin^ &c. — 
in the delc^terious Novels of a Lewij;, a 
Holcroft, &c. — apd in the liceqtious and 
unprincipled Plays^ and Crazy Tales of 
Diablerie and Witchery^ now pouring from 
Germany throughout Europe, and too 
fafliionable, alas! in thefe kingdoms; — - 
threatening to rebarbarizc\EuRopE, tq 
exting^ifli all light and all order hu^^a^n 
^nd divine in this moft *' highly- favotit- 
(pd " quarter of the globe. ! ! ! 

Alas ! the age of ?he Aldus s^ the Planr 

tim^ 
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tins^ the Stephens's^ thofe gredt fcholars 
and revivers of Literature in Europe, is 
paft ! — And where fliall we find, even in 
London^ (that emporium of art9 and fci- 
ences, and the firft academy ^^trYidLips in the 
whole world,) the worthy fucceffors of a 
Roycroft^ who could undertake^ luch ftu- 
pendous works as the London Pclyglotl 
Bible, and CaJielPs Hepaglott Lexicon— 
the glory of the Britifli Prefs — fuch liberal 
patrons of found and folid literature, as a 
Bowyer^ r T>odJley^ and a Ton/on^ &c. — 
all men of learning and genius them- 
felves : — when fome of the firft-rate 
Printers of modern times rejedl, and will 
not venture even to print, at their own 
rijk^ works of fterling merit, levelled 
point blank at the errors of the age — be- 
caufe — " they are too learned for the 
London market" ///—thus ftifling ho* 
neil literature, and libelling the charaftcr 
of 'the country which injudicioufly flip- 
ports them in affluence, while preying oa 
its vitals. ' 

Among the ** ivife^ fj}^^^y^ ^^^ radical 
A 4 reformSj^ 
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reforms^^ indeed, of the prefent "Age op 
Reasoj^/' and of infidelity — dfo much 
talked of, and fo little underftood, — the 
firfi and moft important reform, and 
which loudly calls for the immediate and 
ferious attention of every Philofopher^ 
State/man and Divme/m the ^RJTisp PaRt 

.LIAMENT, is jtp RESTORE THE RPSPl?fCT- 
ABILITY OF THIS, BRITISH PrESS -^ tO 

prevent it from being degraded to the defpi- 
cable level of the vejnders of the licentious 
and profligatCi^ Publications o^ G|:RMANy, 
at the great fairs of Leipjic^ ^c, which are 
now undermining the found and folid Li-^ 
teratuire of Europe, and the Literature 
efpecially of the Augufian Age in Great 
Br;[TAIN, of Hooker y Me de^ Lightfoot^ 
Newton^ Locke ^ Bt^tler^ &c. — th.ofe orna- 
ments of fcience an4 pillars of religion ; — 
and by.np means ta iuffcr Majier Printers 
zxx^^Majier BookfeUersiv).i\iiVLxe, to exercife 
thpir cpaft unlic9nfed,--^withoj^tr)duff*ii^r, 
J^ef^xQ?!^ jof their^ ^-^^^fl^ as we|| ^^ mqral 
qualifications : at a perilous feafon, when 
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in 'uitium libe;rtas exctditj et vim 

Dignam LEGE regi. •, •• 

*^ The liberty of the prefs has funk into abufe. 
And intemj^erancey worthy of legal coercion/' 

Horace^ 

^^ licenfey tbey mean, when they cry liberty /— 
For who love? tbat^ ^muft be firft wife and gmd^ 

Milton. 

This, howevjer, is not the language of 
an enemy to a Jree prefs^ nor of a poli- 
tical Mefoitr^ magnetizing the public mind 
to vend his own nqflrums. He is only re- 
peating a well-founded alarm, which xht 
excellent Satirijl^ the Author of the Pur^ 
fuits of Literature^ has already founded ; 
calling the public attention to the Jigns of 
the timesy noticed by another pious and fa- 
^zioxx^hayman^ in YnsMorfels ofCriticifm^ 
ten years ago : and fufFer me to recal the 
attention of the friends of public virtue 
and o/dei:', and. of the lovers of fcience and 
of religio^i, towards another ftiU more 
fbber and.fcientific and lag^ious Layman^ 
ffty yearsi ago, the refpe6table biographe* 
of the,^fiat i^ACLAURiN — (that wortly 

difcifle 
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difciple of the Newtonian School, and the 
rival of Cotes — both profound mathema- 
ticians and philofophers, and pious Chri- 
flians, like their great matter )— in the laft 
paragraph of the curious ** Account of the 
Life and Writings " of that reviewer of 
Sir Ifaac Newton s Philofojihical Difco- 
veries^ and admirable commentator on 
the Principa — publifhed firft in 1748. 

He (Maclaurin) agreed with thiB. great 
Mr. Cotes^ in thinking that ** the kn&w-^ 
ledge of Nature will ever be the firmeji 
bulwark againji Atheism," and confe-. 
quently the fureft foundation of true Re- 
ligion, This knowledge does more than 
excite mere wondering ; it infpires love 
and adoration of the Creator, our " rea^ 
fonable fervice : *' for it mufl be a fujier-- 
fcialvi^w of Nature indeed, that fug- 
gefls no relation or duty to Him ** in 
^whom we live^ move, and have our being.^^ 
The argument from fnal caufes — from 
\he order and deiign that evidently fhews 
i\felf throughout the Univerfe-rr-Mr. M?r- 
Id^rin hel4 to be '* the jliorteji 2xxd.fmpleji 

\. . .of 
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of all others; and confequcntly of mod 
general ufe^. and the beft adapted to the 
human faculties : whereas metajihyjical de^ 
du£fions are to be apprehended b\3,t by the 
few^ and are ever liable to be perverted. 
So that although he could ufe them with 
as much fubtlety and force as any man 
living, he chofe rather, in his converfation^ 
as well as his writings^ to bring the dis- 
pute to a Ihort iffue in his own way/* 

" He was no lefs ftrenuous in the de- 
fence of Revealed Religion, which 
he would warmly undertake^ either occa- 
lionally in converfation^ or in thofe pernu 
cious tooksj which have brought the name 
of FHEE-THiNKpH into difgracc, and have 
fo much contributed to ipoil our tajie as 
well as our morah?'' 

" Such was the life of this eminent 
perfon, fpent in a courfe of laborious yet 
not painful fludy ; in " continually doing 
^ood^'' to the utmoft of his power : in 
improving curious and ufeful arts ; and 
propagating truths virtue^ and religion 
;jrnon§ft mankind. He was taken from 

us 
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tis at ian age (of 48 years 4 months ) 
^fae«^ fefe was capable of doing much 
nH)r6 ;'Vi.^[like his great fellow-ftudent 
C-cf.Es, when not quite 34 years of age^-^ 
whom Newton hinlfelf bewailed^^— " Tf 
Cotes //^/ lived tsce had known forties 
/A/V^g-/"-— in all the magnanimous rno- 
defty of tranfcendeiVt genius.] -^ But he 
has left an exampk\ which we liope ^fll 
be long admired and imitated : till the 
revolution of human affairs i^xits an end to 
learning in thefe pitts of the world ; ot 
the fickkftefs of men, and their fatiety of 
the heji things^ havfe fubftituted for this 
PHiLiosopnY fortie empty fortn of fa If e 
fcience ; and by the one means ot the 
oiher^ we Are brought back to buK 

ORIGINAL state OF BARBARISM.*' ! ! ! 

' The Insi^ecVor, who n6w fredy offer* 
liis fefvices to the Literati of the 
BftiTisii DoMiNipics, in a publication^ 
(whiclf, if patroilized, will be occafidnally 
ddntinued, gradually filling up the com- 
prehensive 6utlit{e' 61" the H;/ Part,)— ha^ 

been 
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be(jn,.tramed in the- " Sckoals of the Pro-- 
/iMiis^^ — »-both Oriental and Occidenital, » 
ap^ ftudjied Scientific Philofophy under 
t|iQ^. aufpiocs of the great Hjpparchus, 
its. fou\ideir-;-a (p<AgtA«f6bgrf»'i©V " th^ fujier'- 
latlve lover of trutATf^'-^^^s he' is defcribed* 
in , the higheft of all eulogies, by his ex— 
ceJlen^^^iogF^pher ^n^ .tornmentator Pto-' 

and H^4^r: tiie higJiT^vaufpicefi of 
^' THg^TRUTH-r-TH^JliiiJ.HT OP Tjaj; World/' 
ajid his chofen '^vangelijii and Apojlles^ :• 

Axaiiuovlsg EV ayain\. 
^^ Telling THtTTH^tN ciiARtTY." — -. 
— " The whole truth> and nothing bitt 
the truth,** ' 

with whom,, in his riper years^ he has 
pritjcip^lly converfed, -^^ " y?/^// with the 
l6ve \ of f acred fong^^ ---- Avi^^ after long 
r\jtmijiatidn^.as.axetir£ki ftudent, watching 
THJe siaNS'op.THE TIMES — after fome 
unaxailiag efliaysv'^and, much difcourage- 
rpc^trr-wouldnbw^ be: willing, if liftened 
to, '* to. hrwg the difjtute with French 
PJiilofephifm, . German Illuminifmy and- 

Englijk 
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EngliJIi Unitari^nifm, to a Jkort ijjue In his 
4nvn way^^ — by ^^ te-afcending^^ to the 
facred foUrccs of Original informationy ia 
Religion and Philosophy, "without 
rcfpedt of Jierfons^ hyfiothefes^ or fyjlents 
In either, whether orthodox or heterodox^ 
— By careful and circumlpe^ refearch, 
condu6led upon fcientijic principles, to 
develop and expofe the new metaphyjics^ 
new politics y new philofophyy and new di'* 
vinity^ which have glided " unawares^ by 
the contagion of the times,'* into Ibme of 
the moft admired publications of the pre- 
fent day : — among which, perljaps, the 
public will be furprifed to find ranked 
even the truly refpe^able Author of the 
Pvrfutts of Literature — in his uncondi- 
tional recommendation of Clarke^ JenynSy 
and Paley^ as corred elementary ftandard 
books — however valuable to readers of ^ 
higher clafs.— Even the meritorious la- 
bours of a Michaelisy a Jbathe^ an Eichhorn 
and a Griejbach abroad^ and of a New come ^ 
a luowth — and of a far inferior, Geddes at 
home — will not all ftand the fore teft of 

the 
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the hhuriel fpcar of truth, but fomc- 
times ft'art up in the form of error and 
idle ajfertton : nay, the decijions of our 
tell and longeft eftablifhed Reviews — 
thofe admirable literary almanacks of the 
times-^— condenfing much curious, impor- 
taat^ and often original information, into 
thc^^aarroweft compafs — when weighed in 
X&6 fcalcs' of found and fcientific criticifm^ 
will fometimes^^ found wanting J"* 

To remove therefore from error the 
powerful weight of fuch high and impof* 
ing authorities^ as 

ViRTUTis VEtiM cujlos rtgidufque fatellesj 
^^ A guardian and rigid fentinel of real virtue," 

is the Inspector's prime pbje6l ; as will 
more fully appear in the progrefs of this 
publication. 

The F/Vy? Part, now offered to the Pub- 

Jic, contains a fummary inipeftion of the 

grand leading principles of the three Phi* 

lofophi%ing Schools in Christendom ; — 

French Philofophifm, German Illuminifm, 

and Englijh tfnitarianifm. 

If 
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-Ifiheir main principles can be concifeiy 
^et thoroughly proved to be nearly ^i//^, 
and) ^\ allfalfe and hollow ^^ though art- 
fully and ingenioufly^ and: fometimcs 
learnedly, framed ;" to make the worfe: 
appear the better reafon C it follows of 
neceflaryconfeqiiifince^ that the Syftems^4x 
fppcrftruSure&themfelves ereded thercow;! 
however flcilfullyor djegantlyconftrudedi 
muft tumble to the ground ;,Qr,n like " the 
g(orgei^m palacesj'' raifedjby. the magic 
ppwejs of Fancy, in Oriental X^lcs^ meh; 
into air, and, 

*^ Likq the hafdefs. fabric of a v i s i o N, 

Leave hot a wreck behind,'' 

» • > • , • • 

Such is the arduous, fuch the adven- 
turous talk, voluntarily undertaken by aa 
hiimble Pioneer in the fervice of God and 
his Country. — And furely, however de- 
ficient and imperfe61 muft unavoidably be 
the execution of a plan fo vaft and com- 
prehenfive ; — which to complete, will re- 
quire the combined, ftrenuous and unre- 
mitting exertions of ^'icholars ripe and 
good '" — of the moft learned and Ikilful 

c; Triarii 
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Triarii of Literature^ and Veterans in Con^ 
trovtrfy — in this laft ftage of the moft 
tremendous warfare ever c.ondu<Sled by 
the united powers of Infidelity and 
Anarchy, not againft the outworks, but 
the very citadel of our ineftimable Con- ^ 

STiTUTioN in Church and State, and even K 

the impregnable Rock of Christianity *^ a 

itfelf, — never to be undermined— rhowever 
human cftablifhments may be ** unfettled:^^ 
- — (for it is only fuch heroes, that, under 
Gop, will " be able to ftand in this evil 
day *' of " troukle and of rebuke and of 
blaffihemyr^ — " cafting avvay imagina-^ 
iions^'' and contending for realities^ and 
trufting in " the Divine panoply " — ^ fo 
finely defcribed by the Chriftian warrior 
Paul ;) — ftill fome praife furely is due 
(and impartial pojieriiy will not withhold 
it, fhould the prefent generation deny,) to 
the bold, undaunted, enterprizing Pro- 
jector ; who, though lonely, though 
unaffifted, though difcncouraged, though 
** without honour in^ his own country ^^^ -r-^ 
though defponding almoft in the combined 
a efforts 
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efforts of the learning and virtue of the 
age, to ftem tfie defolating fpread of 
" unfcttlement of princijiles and unfettle* 
ment of injiitutionsj^ — has yet the hardi- 
hood to endeavour to roufe ** the reli- 
gious INDIFFERENCE "— which is the 
fatal charafteriftic of the prefent age ; — • 
by ftriking out fuch a plan, and tracing 
fuch an outline for mightier Students^ bleft 
with more fplendid talents, and better op- 
portunities of original information, to 
purfue aiid complete, -^His humble pro- 
vince, like the careful and bufy ^^, is to 
range from flower to flower, from wee4 
to weed, extrading fometinies honey, and 
(bmetimes poifon ; 

» ■ ■ A pis matutina 
More, MODoauE 

r-*^ Here, ^ i^ittle; and thi^Wj, A x.ITTm/^ 
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THE INSPECTOR- 



MAIN PRINCIPLES OF 

FRENCH PHILOSOFHISM^ GERMAN ILLUMINISM^ 

AND 

ENGLISH UNITARIANJSM. 



Tpio'O'OHafnvog ihiv 1 o}iOov rtpagy ale ianlov ! 
TapTapofn^ ^EKATH ! 

*^ Triple^beaded Spe&re ! Pernicious Portenfj 

*' Unintelligible ! Hell'fooUd Hecate !" — OUPHEUS. 

— ^^ Generation o/" Vipers !" Thm Baptist. 

^^ Beware of the leaven of the Sadducees." — 
— ^^ Wo unto jrou Scribes and Pharisees, 
Hypocrites ! For ye compafs fea and land 
To i»a)^^ ONE PROSELYSTE; andwhenbe is madey 
Ye make bim twofold more a child of hell 
Tban YOURSELVES !*' — — — Jesus Cmaist. 



CITTING in my remote and elevated 

Obfervatory^ bordering on the Atlantic 

Oceaa^ often wrapt in clouds, and buffeted 

B -bv 



( « ). 

by ftorms and tempefts, incident to fuch 
an expofed fite ; like my illuftrious prede- 
ceffors, the noble Dane, Tycho Brahe^ in 
his Obfervatory at Urantburgh^ on the 
Baltic Sea, or the ftlll more adventurous 
Sons of Science, \}ci!t French and Sjianijk 
Academicians, in their perilous ftatioh oa 
the fummit of the Mountain oi Ptchinca^ 
. towei'ing over Quito ^ in PerUy at the height 
of 2434 French toifes, or fathoms, above 
the level of the fea — yet not the higheft 
of the Andes — who were often in danger 
of being frozen to death, though almoft 
under the EquinoSiial Line ; — as we learn 
from the afpiring and undaunted fufFerers, 
Bouguer^ Cofidamine^ and Ulloa — iq their 
curious and fcientific narratives : and hav- 
ing a tolerable a/ijiaratus about me, efpe- 
cially fome excellent achromatic telefcopes, 
though antiques, of Greek and Hebrew^ 
conftru6lion, befides others of later date, 
framed by modern ingenuity, and more; 
commodious perhaps, but not {o much to 
be relied on in nice obfervations and cal- 
culations, as thofe inimitable inftruments 

^formed 
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formed &nd fafhioned and graduated by 
thofe prime workmen, the Prophets^ the 
Evangelijls and Ajiojlles^ under the direc- 
tion and guidance of the Grand Inspec- 
tor himfclf— I have feized every favour- 
able opportunity, every tranfient opening 
of a hazy atmofphere, for fome years 
back, to view the prefent ftate of Lite- 
rature throughout Europe, and efpc- 
cially in the British Isles : 

Nunc dejiderium Quraque non levis / 

And with grief and apprehenfion, perceive 
the inroads daily making, by " the trtjile-- 
headed fjiedlre'''' of French Philofqjihifm^ 
German Illumihifm and EngllJIi Unitarian-' 
iftHj in various fhapcs, and in divers dif- 
guifes, artfully contrived, to allure and 
draw in unfufpecting readers unawares 
into the magic circle of their fafcinating: 
influence; by the formidable powers of 
7^idicule and ribaldry^ of methodifm and 
/lyjiercriticifin^ inveigling and beguiling 
^* the unlearned and unftable," the half- 
B ^ learned' 
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learned and prefumptuous, the giddy and 
the volarile, the grave and the ferious ; who 
cannot bear the labour of thinkuig for 
themfelves, or are puzzled how to diftin- 
guifli and feparate wholefome from dele- 
terious do6lrines. 

The general refemblance between thefe 
niodern philofophizing fchools, and the 
JewiJIi, the Sadducees^ the Scribes and the 
Pharifees refpedively, is pointed out in the 
fecond fcriptural motto ; and thefe again ^ 
claim kindred with the Grecian' {t6ks — the 
Epicureans^ the Academics^ and the Stoics. 
Thoie corrupters of the more ancient and 
purer philofophy of the /even fages^ of 
Pythagoras and of Socrates. — And our 
Lord himfelf, although he . inveighed 
with fuch pointed feverity ag^inft the Phi-- 
lofojihijis of his age and nation, yet ho- 
noured genuine philosophy, the offspring 
of that Wisdom from above — the 
Oracle of the Deity — admired and 
extolled by Jews and Greeks — and perfo- 
nified in Himfelf—*' Jesus of Nazareth 
the cru^fied*'< — '' to Jews a Jiumb ling 

block 
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block and to Greeks foolijhnefs^^ — but to 
believers — " God's power and God*s 

WISDOM." 

And the fineft comment that ever per- 
haps was furnifhed, on the pifturefque 
defcription of Pythagoras^ pointing out to 
his difciples, the different avenues to ^/V* 
tue and Vice^ in the forks of the Greek 
letter T : 

'^ Et tibiy qua Samios dcduxit liter a tamos, 
SurgenUm DEiLTRO monjtravlt limite callemJ* 

'^ Tbercy has the Samian T's mftruftive make 
Pointed the road thy doubtful foot fliould take ; 
There, wara'd thy raw and mexperienc'd youth. 
To tread the rtjing right-band path o/* truth." 

Brewjler's Verjius. 

— So finely contrafted^ with the left-hand 
broad highway of error ; — we learn from 
the higher philofophy of Jesus Christ, 
in the following awful and moft impreflive 
admonition : 

*^ Entsr TE through the 6T;rait gate : 

For WIDE is the gate, and BROAD the way 
Leading off to perdition ; i\ 

And MANY there be, who enter thereHfx 

£3 - But 
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Aet STRAIT is the gate^ and NARROW the way 

Leading^off to -LITIS, i 

And FEW there be that find it." 

The grand fburce oi jihilofojihical error ^ 
is admirably defined by Chancellor .JS^r^?;^ ; 
— Nimia& Jiraprojiera mentis festinatio, 
ad coNCLUSioj^ES temere deducendas — 
" An exceflive and overhafty Jirecipitancy 
of mind to draw conclujions raflily" — So 
well illuftrated by Glanvilte — "As the 
chemijl^ by catching at it too foon, loft the 
philofolihicat elixir \ fo lirecipitancy of our 
underftanding, is an occafion of errory-"— 
And Watts has judicioufly adppted it in 
his excellent logic : — A raflinefs and jire^ 
cijiitance of judgment and haftinefs to be^ 
lieve fomething\ on one fide or the other, 
plunges us into 7nany et^rors^ 

And this was^well known to the difpu- 
tatious philofophers of Greece, who called 
it a/:>'0- Aoy'S^ j " Ignava ratio j'' (as ren- 
dered by Cfcero De Fato § 12.) — " Idle 
argument^^— which he well explains. Genus 
inferrcgationis ignava atque iners^ " An 

indolent 
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indolent and flothful kind of argumenta- 
tion ;" — which will not employ the due 
pains ^ patience ^\A fairnefs of mind^ to 
V difcnfs and canvals received opinions to the 
bottom. 

And this too, we learn from the higher 
philofophy of Jesus Christ, and its fatal 
confequence ; in that pointed (but gene- 
rally mifconceived) rebuke to his Jewifh 
adverfaries ; when, blinded by bigotry and 
prejudice, they moft '*• idly'^ attributed to 
an abfurd confederacy with Beel-zebuly 
the Prince of Demons^ thofe amazing dif- 
poflef?ions of demoniacs, which they could 
not deny. — A prepofterous conclufion, 
which our Lord, arguing on their own 
principles, inferred, could only tend to the 
fubverjion of that formidable fway, oyer 
the minds and bodies of men, which they 
themfelves admitted and dreaded : 

— " O generation of viper s^ how can 
ye fpcak well^ being wicked? For out of 
the redundancy of the hearty the mouth 
ipeakcth.'*— . 

B 4 *' And 
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** And I fay unto you, riiat every idle 
mffertion {pnfjia ocpyov) whatfoever men ihall 
Ipeak, they (hall render account thereof 
in a day of judgment.''^ — Matt, xii. ^6. 

So intimately acquainted was the great 
Author and Finisher of our faith, 
with the recefTes of Grecian Jihilofojihy 
and Grecian diale&ics ! — Surely " fuch 
wifdom and inch powers '* — in a reputed 
" Carpenter* s Son '* — a yoXith of 30 years 
of age— may well convert into aftonifli- 
ment and admiration, the fcepticifm of the 
moft prejudiced philofopher, and the cavils 
jof the moft obftinate gainfayer. 

In the prefent awful and eventful year^- 
1798 fa) J near the conclufion of which I 
now write, (December J which is the firft 

year 

{a) Two leanned and pioias writers. King, in his 
Signs of the TimeSy and Falj^^ in his AJfoctatkn Ser^ 
mofty publifhed this year, both conclude^ and '^ from 
independent enquiries" 'we are toldy (British Critic, 
Nov. p. 548.) that the prefent year 1798, is the termi- 
nation of ^ prophetic period of 1260 years, foretold 
by Daniel J in his ^^ timej times and half a timey" or 
3t prophetic years, or \% mcwiths of 30 days; as ex- 
plained 
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year of the nineteenth century, (counting 
from the true epoch of Chrift's birth, 
U. C. 749. three years before the com- 
mencement of the vulgar ara^ U. C. "j^^^ 

Jan. I, 

plained by John. (Compare Han. xii, 7. and iZ^, xi. 
a — 3.) reckoning from A. D. 538, the fuppofed ^^ eera 
of the papal power," to its downfall, this year. 

But with all due deference to their combined judg- 
nients, and diffidence in my own, refpefting a matter 
fo myfterious, the following y2:ri/)/«rfl/ and biftorical 
objeAions feem to be infuperable, 

I. The whole period of i%6o years, is reprefenfed 
both hyih^ Prophet and the Evangeli/l, to be difaftrous 
and caIamitoi»s to the remnant of the Patriarchal and 
Evangelical Churches, now ^^ militant'' or " fuffering 
here upon earth ;'* — during which the *^ two faithful 
ivitnejfesy' are to be perfecuted, and at length flain, 
*^ when they (hall have compleated their teftimony" 
(TcXf(r«^i) Rev. xi. 7, againft the grand apoflacy and 
corruption of the world. — And the holy Catholic 
Church {or Congregation of the Faithful throughout 
the earth,) to be apparently extinguiflied by its cxultV 
ing foes, for the fhort fpace of three prophetic days arid 
an haljy when it is to be miraculoufly revived, to their 
confiifion and difmay. Rev. xi, 11. — ^But though the 
Papcuy. is fallen, have the perfecutions of the Church 
militant ceafed ? or rather, are they not increafmg 
throughout Chri/lend^m to a frightfal degree ? 

2, Tb9 
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yan. I, as may be fatisfaftorlly proved 
hereafter), and perhaps, of a '* new order 
of things'' — whofe beginning, wrap^ iri 
gloominefs and thick darknefs, * witneffed 

IV to 

2. The sera of the Papacy, or Romi/b jurifdi^ibn 
bver the Weftem Church, was not eftablifli^d until 
the conjlitutions of Gregory the Great and his 
iMurgy came to be generally received and fubmitted'to, 
(efpecially in the celehacy of the clergy,) both of which 
feem to be not obfcurely intimated by Vaul^ i Tim. 
iv. 3* by the arts of his enterprizing fucceflbrs Boni- 
face III. and IV. ; the former of whom, was graced 
with the title of " Univerfal Bi/hop *' by the ufurper . 
Pbocasy A. D. 606. And about A. D. 620, this 
vfurped title was acknowledged generally under Boni- 
face V. — the fame year alfo in which Mahomet 
publiflied his famous vifion,. or afcent to Heaven, in 
the Eaftern Church ; the year before the asra of the 
Htgiruy A. D. 621, or his '^flight'' from Mecca^ 
where his pretended miffion was ill received by his 
countrymen. See Savary, Vie de Mahomet ^ p. 49, 
prefixed to his tranflation of the Koran. 

And perhaps in the name of this celebrated impoftor 
and corrupter of the Patriarchal and Evangelical Re- 
ligion in the Eajlern World by Ijlamifm, as in the 
Weftern by Rcmariifm — the " Intelligent" Orientali/l 
may trace ^^ the myftical number 666" (hitherto, 
but I apprehend, incorreftly, applied to the Papacy.-^ 

^'for 
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to the wife, the downfall of the Papacy^ 
and the public rejeftioti of Chrijiianity^ m 
the daringly hypocritical Manifejio^ of 
tho(t foi' dif ant J "True Mussulmen'* — 

the 

^^ for it is a marC% number." Rev, xiii. i8. — ^whereas 
Adisivo;, the numeral letters of which are generally 
aflumcd, is not the name of a man but of a people, 
and not Latin but Greek.) — for the name 'tidhd, 
Mr/HMUD, as it is fully written, Lament, i. ii. fig- 
nifying Evh^o^, " celebrated,' .by a ufual reduplication 
of the fecond letter, n Hetb, extending the word to 
three fyllables ; and fubftituting their numeral values, 
&, or M final, 600; n, Hetb, 83 d, or M medial, 
40 ; 1 or Vau, 6 ; and 1 Daletb, 4. becomes : 
608 =84. 600 = nCD .. M^H- 
48 = 40 + 8 = en — II^zM- 
10 = 4 + 6 = m — UD. 



666. 



3. If now we count forward from the common year of 
the eftabliflimentof both impoftures, A.D.620, the pro- 
phetic divifionof 1260 years, it will bring us to the year 
A.D. 1880, when perhaps the grand prophetic periodyin- 
timated by Mofes as involving ^^ great plagues and of 
long continuance, and fore Jickjiejfes and of long continn- 
ance^' to the Jewifh nation after the Roman Captivitj\ 
Deut. xxviii.49 — ^59. and included perhaps in tliat fpe- 
cified by Daniel viii. 13 — 14, as coufiiling of ^* 2300 

proplu'tlc 
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the Defpots of France^ publifhed by the 
inftrumeiits of divine wrath, Buona/iartej 
and a French dejiroying army, on the 
coafts of the Nile — the fatal prelude per- 
haps of that GRAND APOSTACY from the 
faith, of Chrift, now begun by the " great '* 
anii overpolilhed " Nation " of France j 
and threatening to overfpread Christen- 

fropbetic days, or years,** will be clofed ; fuppofing it to 
Gommence with T>anieV% ^^ 70 prophetic weeksy* or 
490 years, from the reftoration of the Jewijb Polity in 
Church and State, by Nehemiab about 420 B. C. in 
the fourth year of Darius Nothus ; (according to 
Mede's fagacious conjefture, counting back 490 years 
from the DeJiruSiion of Jerufalem by Titus A. D. 70. 
And according to the ftill more fagacious conjefture,; 
of the learned and worthy jL^w^;^— (and Iri/hman too, 
were I at liberty to divulge his name)-r-in a Comment 
on the Revelations y 8vo, 1787, Payne, reckoning the 
7a weeks the former branch of the grand prophetic 
period of 2300 days — and the latter 2300 — 490 = 
18105 which added to A. D. 70, will give A. D. 
1880,) 

By this folution, offered with trembling awe— the 
chronological prophecies of the Old and New Teftament 
will be found to harmonize moft exaftly with each 
other and with profane hiftory ; as may be more fully 
proved hereafter. 

DOM, 
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DOM, and to rebarbarize the civili%ed 
world, in one wide wafting, defolating 
deluge : — It is my boundcn duty, as a 
vigilant and not uninformed inspector, 
to notify to all thofe whom it may con- 
cern, the rife and growth of the triple- 
headed j^^^r^ — Child oi Hell^ and Parent 
of Sin and Deaths which I fhall borrow 
from the fuccin6t ftatement, and philofb- 
phical furvey, of the Monthly Review for 
laft September ; afluming the licence of a 
hrother-reviewer — (though not of any 
London corps) to interweave^ to illuftrat^ 
and to criticize. 

'^ Almoft half a century has now 

elapfed, fince certain Strong Spirits in 
France, \Voltaire and his gang ; in Swit- 
zerland, Roujfeau^ Helvetius^ &c. ; in 
Germany, JVeiJIiaup^ &cc. ; and in Eng- 
land, Hume^ Gibbon^ Monboddo^ &c. &c. 
&c.] fcattered [or revived] the feeds of a 
new fpecies of Jihilofofihyj that has already 
raifed its head to Heaven and overfha- 
dowed the Earth. Regarding with fajli- 
dious contempt all the ejlablijlied fyftems of 

% policy^ 
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policy^ of morals^ and of religion^ by which 
the condu6l, and the opinions of mankind 
had hitherto been regulated; they laboured, 
with unremitting induftry, fupported by- 
great talents, to give a new bias to the 
human mind ; and to eradicate from it 
that principle which had contributed fb 
powerfully to facilitate government ; — 
that principle, which impels the many tofub-- 
mit their opinions to the real or fuppofed 
fuperior wifdom of the few. — Their labours 
were fuccefsful. Having {apped the foun-- 
dation on which the fuperJiruSlure of opi^^ 
nion refted, it was not very difficult to 
fubvert thofe opinions themfehes. Men 
began to look at the exijiing eftablifhmerits 
of governments, and at received fyftems 
of religious faith and morals, with a de- 
gree of fufpicion proportioned to their 
antiquity ; and unfortunately, the abufes 
ill the one, and the errors of the other, 
which were but too obvious, ferved to 
confirm the favourite dogma of thefe ncuu 
Apoflles : — That they were K^.!, founded in 
tyranny^ hypocrify and fraud i"^— [unfairly 

rcafoning, 
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reafoning, a diSfo fecundum quid ad diBum 
Jimjiliciter^ '' from partial premifes to a 
general conclufion" — by the ufual Jtrecipi-^ 
tation of fophiftry.] 

*' That unique pha^nomenon in the His- 
tory of Man, the French Revolution, 
with the little good^ and all the evil which 
it has produced, is one of the confequences 
of this change. That Revolution, which 
was itfelf an effeSi of the new philofojihy^ 
gave increafed efficacy to its caufe ; and it 
imparted new energy to thofe ^' Jirincijiles''* 
which had been already found fo powerful 
in " unfettling " the human mind (accord- 
ing to remarkable and awful prophecy — 
oLitauTotc^aLdioti — Liuke XXI, 9.) The new 
teachers of the world did not negle6l to 
avail themfelves of the advantage : they 
perfifted in their attack on the Old EJla- 
blijhntents moral and political [with various 
and united powers of other rejilefs and per-^ 
turbedfpiritSj Matt, xii, 43. 2 Pet. ii, 20.] 
until, as they fuppofed, " they left not 
one ftone upon another of that [venerable] 
tdifice, which it had been the labour of 

fo 
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fo many centuries to raife, to ftrengtheri 
and to eftablifh. 

It is not in the nature of the human 
mind to reji without a fyjiem. No fboncr 
therefore had the Philofophers [rather Phi-- 
lofophifts (a) as we have fcen] demoliflied 
the e?/Jfyflems— which combining perhaps 
fome falfehood "With much truth, had the 
fandlion at leaft of the common fenfe of 
mankind, [and w^ may add, the weight of 
fettled autborityl — than they applied them- 
lelves to the fabrication of new theories 
[ — new hypothefes rather faj or fantafiical 
fyjiems\ — in which imagination — \^fancy{^b) 
rather] fupplied the place of experience ; 

and 

{b) The fhihfophical uje of words is of infinite 
iwiportance to literature in general, efpecially in 
divinity and morality. And the utmoft care and cau- 
tion fhould be exerted, (efpecially by profeffional cri- 
tics,) to acquire '' clear, diftin^ and correft ideas,** 
of words in general, and of elementary and technical 
terms in particular ; and to adhere fteadily thereto ia 
writing: Hence, ancient and eftabliftied terms, that 
are honejl and of good report^ fliould never be con- 
founded with fuch fiftitious mixtd modes^ as are pro- 
duced in the flime of an innovating age of reafon. 

Thus 
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and man was confidered, as they [fooliflily] 
widied him to be^ rather than as he [wifely] 

And thofe " fine things " — the bleffcd 
fruits of &is unhallowed labours — which 
Vohcure predifted, in all the vanity of (iic- 
cefs — curfed with the gratification of his 
own wayward wilhes — but regretted " he 
jhould not live to fee ^'^ efFeded ** in the next 

generations^ 

Thiis the venerable names of Pbilofopby, Religion, 

Unity y or una^Hiity^ Illumination^ &c. fhould be kept 

catcftlUy feparatte (rgm the contemptuous ones of pbilp^ 

Jipiifm, theopiilantl»rQpi/m,finitariamfm, iilumini/m,iic^ 

Hypoibefis, or fantaftical fyftem^ which Ne%utm fo 
well defines in Natural Pbilofopby — ^^ Quicquid ex 
fhdBnanienis non deducitur^ bypotbtfis yocanda eft/'-— 
JPrincip.paf^. ult. Whereas Theory is built upon furc 
l^und ; — ^^ it marflids fads " or phsraomena : An4 
to ftill the reverie? of Lucretius or Horace, thofe diff 
.ciples of*" tjie crazy wi/dom" of Epicurus — (as the 
latter fo juftly defcribes it) — ^revived by the modem 
£picurean8, the advocates of Savagifm^ "Rouffeau, Con* 
dorcety Mmboddoy Godwin, &c. — ^to ftill fuch— " new 
ibeorie$^* — is abufe of words. 

Fancy too^ is moft frequently confounded with Jmdm 
^ination, as here. — ^The dreams of Fancy are unreal^ 
or fantaftical; — ^like Yir^Vs fal/e dreams, they pa& 

C through 
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generations^ are faithfully defcribed by the 
mafteriy but profligate pen of a Stone^ 
in his intercepted correfpondence with 
Priefiley. And furely the "expatriation^^ of 
the latter, as it is* tenderly termed by fome 
of bis friends'and fellow4abourers to pro- 
mote the 7'eg'eneration of Great Brftain 
*— (but may it long continue, under the 
Ihadow of the Divine wingj " to be^^ as it 

" now 

through the ivory gate ; whereas the vifions of Imagu 
nation are real^ or founded in nature, and pafs through 
Virgir s^ horny g^{jt. — Johnfon in his Philofophical Dic- 
tionary', though he giveL them as Jynonymous^ accord- 
ing to common ufage, critically diftinguiflies them in 
his definitions: 

■ -^^ Fancy ^iho^ power by which the mind forms /• 
it/elf y images ^nd reprcfentations of things, perfons or 
fcehcs of being \" — which are merely creatures of the 
mind, OT mixed modes, 

'^ Imagination — the power of forming idezl figures ; 
4be power bf repreferiting things ahfent to one's felf or 
others/'— — Tims — "Ourfunple apprehenfion of cor^ 
poral ebjefts, if prefent is Senfe ; if ahfent ^ Imagina^ 
tionJ"^ Glanvilley who yet coufbunds the latter with 
Fancy. 

And our firft-rate Englifli Claflics mark the dif- 
tindlion: 

Thus 



( 19 ) 

** now /V," a religious and a loyal .coun- 
try !) cannot furely be regrett'edi by any 
thinking perfon, among his joriner friends 
and admirers (of whom I confefs tnylelf 
one), who now fees the revolutionary plans 
fully unmalked, of a rafli Divine, and 
daring ecclefiaftical and political Chemift, 
whofe *' religion ^ —^"^ he fo well ftates 
himfelf of the enterpri2tirig Arabian im- 

Thus Satan exprefles to hb daughter Siw, his fur- 
prize at calling Death his Ion. P. L. B. II. 

^' That Pbantafm, calPft my Son !''^ 

•— ^^ Gorgons and Hydras and Cbimaras dire/'— r- 

Miltfi. 
^^ My fancy form'd thee of angelic kind/* Pope. 

^^ Whate'er of mimic art's reflefted forms. 
With love and admiration thus inflame 
The power of yj^n^'.*' Akenjiie. 

*' And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unfeen '^ Sbakefpeare^ 

unfeeriy i. e. out ofjight^ or alfent — fancy dealing in 
^^ fables** or fi£iions I imagination, in the correder 
vifions of real exiftence : fuch as John's fdefcription 
of the perfon and drefs of the glorified Jesus, written 
after his difappearance. Rev. i. 

C 2 poftor 
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poftor Mahomet^ his own prototype perhaps 
in the Eaftern World — is ^^fwallowed up 
by his amhition^^ 

** The public mind in Ffance^^ pbferves 
this wiiy Muchiavel ( Stone )^ " is floating 
at prefent ;^ not knowing on what ground 
to repofe ; unwilling to rejeft the Chris* 
TiAN Religion, and yet ignorant how 
-to diftiaguifli the whl^iU from the chaff! ir' 
— What a frightfully correft pifture of 
^^ the TIMES," every where ! 

To fuch tremendous " unfettlement of 
principles^ and unfettlement of injiitutions^^ 
in the language of revolutionary orators, 
are owing the incalculable calamities now 
thickly ftrewed throughout C>5r^;^^i9;w : 

Hoc fonte dervvata cladies. 

In PATRIAM POPTJLUM'dUB fiuxtt. 

. " From this fource are derived thofc 
waters of hitter nefs and Ji rife ^ that have 
flooded the Gonjiitution^ and the People.''^ 

To-ftdm, and to repel which, '^ if it be 
■pQflible,**andto confine within their wont- 
ed bounds, ere it be too late, will require 

9 the 
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the vigorous, the unremitting and thecotii-^ 
bined efforts of" Icholars ripe and good'' — 
oi cv^Tj emeritus fir of ejfordimong the triarii 
ef literature^ and veterans in controverjy—^ 
the joint labours of tht fiatifmuMj thtfihi^^ 
iofofiher and the divine — ** as much as in 
them lieth '* — as they wifli to reftore and 
promote — "Glory toGoD intheHigheft; 
and on earth, peace ; and goo&wili. 
among MANKiND/'-^For, notwithftand* 
ing the trite and current aflfertions, that 
" Truth can never be injured by debate ;'' 
and that " Freedom of debate is the Pro^ 
tefiant charter 'y'* — ^yet if debate be con- 
duced feebly, fuperficially, irrelevantly, 
vaguely, unlkilfuUy, or intemperatcly, it 
will injure the facred caufe of Truth, 
which it profcfles to uphold, and obftru6l 
and retard the gradual progrefs of that 
Reformation, which never will be per- 
fedcd by the babble of " wise, speedy, 

ANJD RADICAL REFORM !'* 

To " try all things'^ with the Apoftle— 

and thei), rejeding the erroneoi^s and .the 

corrupt — " to bold fafi '* — *' whatfoever 

C 3 things 
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things ape true^ whatfbever things are ho-^ 
neji^ whatfoever things are juji^ whatfo- 
ever things are lovely^ and oi good report *' 
— is by no means zjhort or an eaJytdSH. — 
And -** radical reform " (by an abufe of 
terms, put for eradication) is of all others 
the mo^unwife and ruinous : as France 
has. dembnftrated by woful experience — 
where the .philofophizing plan of " deca- 
tholicijing^^ and ^^ anarchizing^^ the king- 
dom, by "the parallelifm of the fword" 
or guillotiae^has produced, and ftill con- 
tinues to produce its proper fruits : 

LAMENTATION and MOURNING and WOE, 
Deep iaid indeed are the plans, knd 
widely ipifchievous the operations of that 
gigantic monfter, French Philofojihifm, 
" dreadful exceedingly and very terrible " 
' — furpaffing Roman republican ifm, that 
^^ fyjiematic deftroyer of mankind '*-^as. 
deftroying both foul and body — with crafty 
and fiend-like wilinefs endeavouring to 
^^^jirike but hide the hand'' — that hand 
impioufl;^ uplifted to " crujli Christian- 
'|Ty/'*— if it were'poffible for ^* the fnares 

of 
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of death or gates of hell to prevail agaiuft 
it;" yet too fiitally fucc'efsful in under- 
mining and overthrowing religious ejia- 
hlijhments-^io . ncceflary to keep alive the 
vital fpiritiof *' pure and undefiled RELir 
GiON, by a learned priefthood, in the prc- 
lent ftate of civilized fociety ; countera6l- 
ing by their vigilance, and ftudy of the 
or/^/W^^/ languages of Scripture, the mif- 
]tranilations and mifinterpretations oierror^ 
and the overflowings of infidelity— h wife 
and politic inftitution ; even whofe abufe 
(if not outrageous) is lefs ruinous than its 
abolition. 

The grand battery of French Philofo- 
phifm, is ferved by the potent artillery of 
Ridicule and Ribaldry — fo fuccefsfully em- 
ployed hy Fo It aire and U Alemberty down 
to Peter Pindar and Paine^ (the mbft illi- 
•terate but not loaft mifchievous of the 
French fchool,)— calculated to do infinite 
execution among the uninformed and un- 
thinking who compofe the bulk of man- 
kind— ** JL^//^>5 Dempcritus and make me 
laugb ''-^{^id Voltaire^ to UJlembert^ the 
C 4 wilieft 
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wilieft of the (Jonfpiracy, n^xt to himfelf— 
^^ and our bujinefs will he doneJ"^ — Among 
the valuable vindications and apologies of 
Chriftianity, re|>elling and retorting their 
weapons, there are two, that deferve cfpe^ 
cial comme9dation, as finifhed models of 
acute, learned and liberal controverfy : 
I. Lett res de quelques yuifs a M. Volt air i^ 
3 tom. 4 edit. Paris j iy'j6 — compleatly 
. foiling Voltaire at his own weapons by the 
moft refined and cauftic wit and raillery, 
and flaying this boaflful Goliath with his 
own fword, expofing his utter ignorance 
and mifreprefentations of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, efpecially in that exquifite and 
inimitably Iblemn irony of the Golden Calf^ 
with fuch poignant ridicule, and cool far- 
Cafm, as to provoke his philofbphicai non-- 
chdtance paft all endurance ; witnefs his 
weak and peevifh reply, which has nothing 
to recommend it but its lying and whim* 
lical title : 

Vn Chretien, contre quarante Juifs. 
2. That able biblical chemift and ve- 
teran in controverfy, Bilhop Watfon^ has 

furniihed. 
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forniflied, in his popular Apology y a maf- 
Icrly refutation of Paine's calumnies 
againft the Bible \ exhibiting, the fineft 
contraft throughout, to the ignorance, cf- 
frOiitery^ witticifm and ribaldry of that 
** Mohawk warrior " in religion and go- 
vernm^ent. 

The mifchievous influence however of 
Paine\ works has been widely diffemi* 
nated, Dy the affiliated Societies of Great' 
Britain ; who fubfcribed, wc are told, 
(probably with the aid of the French Di-p 
redory,) no lefs a fum than £ 10,000, to 
indodrinate the Britijh people, previoufly 
to their rifing en ;»<^ againft their Con- 
ftitution and Government : — and the fame 
righteous pains have been beftowed in 
Ireland^ and with more fatal luccefs, by 
large editions of the Rights of Man poured 
forth from the prcfles of Dublin^ Cork and 
'Belfajlj and circulated at the loweft rate, 
and even gratis, among the ignorant and) 
^^ femi-barbarous " peafantry, — An im- 
menfe edition of it in French, has alfb . 
been publilhed in France ^ but little read, 

as 
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as we learn from the intercepted corre- 
fpondence of Do6lor Prtejiley^ with his 
^* expatriated " friends in that country ; 
who would (Priejiley and all) be found ' 
guilty alike, by any impartial jury (not 
compofed oi free citizens) upon the old 
legal maxim of Nofcitur a focio ; — from 
the treafonable correfporidence of J. H. 
(yohn HurfordJ Stone j who out of his own 

^ mouth is condemned of confpinng to fubju- 
gate and ruin that native country " in 
which he had been born and educated, and 
had enjoyed the high advantages of her 
protefting Government." 

" This /irefum/itive evidence againft 
J)o€tor Priejiley, may be rejijled'^ — (we arc 
told by his apoiogiirs the M. R.) — " by 
iejtimony of a contrary defcrijition.'^ — How- 
ever they have adduced none ; and the 
following evidence of an American neigh- 
bour, honeft Peter Porcupine^ cannot well 

♦be relifted. 

" Since Dodor Priejiley^ " fays he, 
J* wrote his Letter to the People of Eng- 
land, ftating that * here (in America) the 

Prefs. 
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Prefs is free^ here Truth is not a libel^^ — 
^* experience it fcems has changed his 
opinion." — " He has fufFered the juft 
puiiifhment pf his malignancy againji his 
country ; he has been cheated, negledted, 
fcorned. He is now in an obfcurity hardly 
penetrable ; he is reduced to poverty, and 
is burfting with vexation. All this has 
had an efFed. And Iwill Jiate as a fa£l^ 
nvbich I call on him to deny if he cauy that 
he has lately declared that repubj ican 

GOVERNMENTS ARE THE MOST ARBI- 
TRARY IN THE WORLD," (c) 

This 

. {c) In the Summer of 1787, J alfo had a converfa- 
tion with Doftor t^rtejlley^ at his commodious and ele- 
gant villa near Birmingham ; — in the courfe of which 
American politics were introduced. He warmly re- 
commended the American latitudinarian piaii, of no 
Church Eftahli/hment, but a general and impartial tole^ 
ration of all religious fefts. — I pleaded the recency of 
the American Conftitution ; and that no valid argu- 
inent could be drawn from the ftate of that new coun-^ 
try, iox fijiy years at leaft,^ until their Conliitution 
Iboulil be thoroughly fettled. — ^And I then fuddenly 
retorted — ^^ Prithee ^ Doftor Friejiley, ha,\cYOV ft It no 
inconvenience in being fuhje^ to the beck of every old 

woman 
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This moft eventful year, A. D. 1798, 
of the Vulgar -^ra, has at length fprung 
in its fulleft extent, the deep ancj wide 
mine, hollowed under and throughout 
Chrijiendom^ by Gallic infidelity, 
planned and executed with truly diabolical 
fubtilty, by thofe prim* n^iflionaries Vol^ 
{aire and his gang. And the Coafts of 
Etirojie^ AJia and Africa^ have heard with 
terror and affright, the tremendous ex- 
plofion of Buonaparte's impious and hypo- 
critical Manifesto, on the Banks of 
the Nile, July i, 1798. 

— " In the name of God, gracious and 
merciful: There is no God but God: 
He has no Son, or Associate in his 
Kingdom ! ! !"- 

-—^-Imfulfu^ quo maximus injonat -flSTH^R; 
DiffuUant rip^ 5 refiuttque exterrttus amnis. 

woman in your congregation P '^^^ No man, Sir," an- 
■fwercd he .with warmth, ^^ has felt it more feverglf 
iiban myfelfr -^'^ If fo;' replied I, " Give me an 
ecclefiaflical eJiahltfhmentJ^'^^his I will aver to be 
truth ; and I will not affront DoAor Priejlley, by hefi-.. 
tating whether he would vouch it^ if he were appealed 
to by — ^The Author. 

Thus 
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Thus has " the great Nation^'^^ of 
France, openly taken the lead in the 
GRAND APOSTACY from Christ, forc- 
boded to be the difgrace and the puniih* 
ment of the " latter days^^ or age of the 
luffering Church, by the Emiflary of an 
unprincipled Directory ; — this worfe, 
than the robber Cacus. 

Such avowed apoftacy, combined with 
fuch gigantic ambition and" violence, feems 
alas t to be " the beginning offorrows^^ by 
the righteous judgments of offended Hea- 
ven.; — the dreadful forerunner perhaps 6f 
** the third diuA laft woe^^^ foretold to " come 
•quiclt^y^ after the apparent extiniSion of 
Christian Faith upon Eartfc, for z 
fliort period, of three prophetic dajys aUd^ 
an haify' by the deftru6lion of the ^' faiths 
Jul witnefes '* of the Patriarchal and 
JPiTte^^/Z/V^/ Churches — " after th^ (hall 
have finiflied" their unavailing teftimony, 
to an inconfiderate, a negligent and a per- 
iccijting world, in the laft days of trouble 
and of rebuke and of blafjihemy 1 1 ! " — 
Are not thefc, " the days of vengeance''^ 

now 
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now commencing, predifted to precede 
the fecond coming of The Son of God, 
in power and great glory? — when France, 
who has fo long taken a lead in arts, in 
arms, in all the refinements of civilized 
and polifhed fociety, is now the jirft to 
caft oft her allegiance to that Son of 
God?— Is there not now alarming — is 
there not now frightful ground for our 
Lord's foreboding ? 

*' Nevertheless, (or notwithftanding 
the accumulated evidences of his divine 
iniflion, and of his univerfal authority in 
I^eaven and upon Earth) 

. — WHEN THE SON OP MAN COMETH, WILL HE 
^ FIND FAITH UPON EARTH? — 

A merciful refpite has, near its cipfc, 
been given* to the nations, whofe fate 
i(lood, at the beginning of this year, 
trembling in the balance of offended jus- 
tice, — by the fignal and decifive triumphs 
of the British Navy on the Coaft of 
Egy/it and of Ireland^ gratefully acknow- 
ledging the mighty aid of the Lord God 
OF Hosts ; — whofe banners and enfigns 

ftill 
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flill wave with dieu et mon droit, ia 
** a juft and neceflary war," and whiqh 
therefore, have mflided, honi soit qui 
MAL Y PENSE, on thofc difturbers of the 
whole world, the foes of God and Man, 
facrilegious and unprincipled, to* a fright- 
ful degree, almoft incredible.; — When even 
the ftupid, the brutifh Egyptians them- 
felves — long fince, " the bafeft of the 
kingdoms" — as fealed by the unerring 
word of prophecy, Ezek. xxix, 15. and 
degraded to be the Jlave of JLrues of her 
Mamaluke Beys — fpurn with contempt and 
indignation at the barefaced hypocrily of 
the crocodiles of France — profeffing that 
*' they can place no faith in fuch " 7^^ 
Mujfulmen'^ — '' who have denied their oWN" 
God, and renouuoed their own Prophet'*' 
—and who, pretending to honour Maho^ 
met^ neither read nor underftaml his Koran^ 
nor praftife his rules of " right and juf- 
tice ;" — while they profefs to come, " to 
avenge the people of that fuperb and un- 
happy country ; — to render glorious the 

dejiiny of the Egyptian nation," 

Amidft 
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Amidft the gleom which ftiU overhangs 
Chri^ndom — (if we infpe6l the Jigns of 
the times^ and liften to the warning voice 
q{ Jirojiliejy^ cautioufly and &ilfully inter- 
preted) — a ray of hope, to chcar the de* 
ipondency of the intelligent and thought- 
ful Chrijlian philofopher^ ftill illumines 
our wefiern horizon ; — 

Divifos orhe Britannos : 

thofe fortunate, thofe fequejlered ijlesy 
where rational religion and found learmtig 
iliirflouri-fh;. And long, very long, may 
they contintie to enjoy " the glorit^us lir 
J^ky 9f the GofpelV — but which only 
icaa prevail, where *' the Spirit of thb 
LOjiD^* prefides, *^ ungrieved " and " «/r- 
fa)enckedJ^ 
) ' It is a glorious, a reviving, an aninaating 
idea, (which only great and enlightened 
minds fdj could conceive,) that as Bri- 
tain 

{d) ^' Poffibly it may be the appointed office of this 
country (G. Britain) to extend and cftablifh the TRUR 
^AITH throughout the world!'* 

British Critic, Nov, 1798, 54^. 

See 
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TAIN was made the bleffed inftrumeiit of 
' introducing the firft fruits of the Reform* 
ation from the corruptions and abomina- 
tions of Romanifm — by the powerful and 
energetic preaching of a Wickliff, firft 
bearing teftimony againft that Antichrif- 
tian Church, in the year A. D. 1360. See 
U Enfant Concile deConJlance^ vol. i. p. 201. 
— and which feems to be ftrongly marked 

in 

See Iheir admirable extra£t from Hr. Valpfs Dif- 
courfe^ Augufti^i 17983 and their pious Reflexiond 
on the Britijb Navy Triumpbanty p, 552. — ^^ giving 
tbe people at large, at once an authentic relation of their 
glory, and a due reference to the almiqhty Author 
of that glory." — 

^^ Here then (for what better opportunity can we 
take ?) lei us make 2ifolemn appeal to our countrymen ! 
Let them at length fee, where their true glorj', and the 
true ground of their fafety, is placed. Our two laft 
viftors in particular. Lord Duncan and Lord Nelfouy 
(to their immortal honour be it ever commemorated !) 
have fought like Chrifttan foldiersy and have openly 
aferibed their viftories to The Lord op Hosts, 
Let not fuch examples be loft ! Let us become jiot 
only a religious nation, but opei} profejfors of our reli- 
^on ; not concealing it, as too many have done as if 
they were ajbam§d of it^ but rendering it exemplary. 

D We 
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in J^aniePs 1290 days, counting from 
A. D. 70, when the ** claily facrifice was 
taken away at Jerusalem, and the abo^ 
mination of defolaiion fet uji^^ by the Ro^ 
mans: (for 70 + i;z90 r= 1360.) — and 
who, by his admirable vernacular Tranfla-^ 
tion of The Bible, begun A. D. 1380, 
prepared the way for that " blejfed*^ en- 
iuing " martyr," Huss, who began to 
preach at Prague in the year A. D. 1405. 

Sec 

We ftand forward as the Defenders of the Civil LtbeT'" 
ties o/* Europe, againft an all-devouring tyranny j 
and a glorious office it is. But how much greater wijl 
be our praife, if we (hould prove alfo the Bulwark of 
Christianity; if wefliould become, in the hapds 
of Providence, the means of fubftituting the ppre 
J*aith of our National Church, throughout Europe, 
for the declining Corruptions of Romanifm ! With thia 
exalted hope Let us one and all be religious ; in pubr 
lie, in private, in our families, in our hearts ! And He 
,who has bleffed our Admirals^ will blefs us all/* 

Nor is the exalted fpirit of genuine religion extin* 
guifli^d in Ireland — Witnefs the A^ of Vejlry^ that 
^iptSiTei in Faulkner's Journal, Sept. ii. 1798, fron* 
a Pariih in the vicinity of Ballj^namuck, after the battle 
fought there in which the Frencb and Rebels were de- 
f^X^^Sept.S. 

''Ax 
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• I 

See V Enfant, p. 26—205. — exaftly at the 
end alfo of Daniel's " 1335 days*' (for 
70 + 1335 = 1405O — an amazing coin- 
cidence in both cafes ! — So, there is no 
flight ground to prefiime, that the Briiijk 
IJlesj by HIS infcrutable decrees, " whofe 
ways are not as our ways, nor his' thoughts 
as our thoughts — and whofe myfterious 
difpenfatiohs of light and knowledge, gra- 
dually vouchfafed to purblind mortals, 
time only can unfold, and their accom- 
plifhment explain — if it be not unfafe to 
argue from the antecedent analogy, (not 

^^ At a Public Ves-try held this day^ it wag 
unanimoufly refolved 2 

1. ^^ That a Solej^n Thanksgiving be oflFered 
on 'Sunday next the i6th inft. to THE LORD GOD 
OF HOSTS^ for the Defeat of Gallic Invafion and Do- 
meftic Rebellion in the heart of the hngdom^ at Bally- 
namuck in the county of Longford, on Saturday laft; 
and for the fpecial Deliverance of this Church and 
Town from the horrors of war and battle."—- ^ 

4, ^^ That thefe Refolutions be recorded in the Veflryi 
Book, as a memorial of our gratitude to our Divine 
Protector, and human Defenders of every defcrip- 
tion ; as a teftimony to our Children, that we have not 
altogeAer forgotten The God op ou» Fathers/' 
D 2 unwar- 
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tinwarranted by Projihetic Scripture) — may 
perhaps be " a chofen people — a royal 
prtejlhood^^ — to fupply the place of the 
rejedled, the infatuated, and hitherto in- 
corrigible Jews, in " ipreading the 
TRUTH from pole to pole," — from the 
rifing to the fetting fun ; — diffufing, with 
the Englijli language, the knowledge and 
worfhip of 

. Thb only true God 

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ -- -—* 
The one God and Father of all 

in finifliing that glorious Reformation, 
which muft fbon be '^ the deftre of all na- 
tions'''''— "^^xtw the prefent " tyranny jliall 
be overpaJl^'^'^hxA to bring about which, 
in the proper " times and feafons^' known 
only to " OMNISCIENCE"— (as we 
learn from the beloved, the only ge- 
nuine Son of God—*' in all the mag- 
nanimous humility " of his " tranfcendant 
exaltation ") — might perhaps be one grand 
purpofe of the French Revolution itfelf, to 
be effeded by Omnipotence— -notwith- 

{landing 



flanding all the- apparently " little good^^ 
it hath hitherto wrought, and abundance 
of real and ftill dreaded evil. 

In the prefent awful crijis therefore, 
and perhaps at the commencement of the 
moft interefting age or difpenfation the 
world ever law fince the deluge \ deftin- 
ed to precede the triumphant return of 
the Son of Man, in the clouds of Heaven^ 
with vifible pomp and glory, attended by 
myriads of angels — according to his own 
^xprefs prediiSlion ratifying prophtfy — 
Matt. xxtv. 30. and xxvi. 64. and A£ls 
i, II. fulfilling Dan. vii. 13 — 14. I now 
entreat, I now befeech, I now fupplicate, 
the attention of " all thai have ears to 
hear ;" while I enter my formal, " writ-' 
ten" Protejij in the moft Iblemn and 
impreffive \.zxn\% ferioufnefs itfelf can dic- 
tate — as ^^ z. Servant of the Most High 
God " — as " a Prieji '' after the patriar- 
chal and evangelical orders of Melchizedei^ 
and of Jesus Christ — as a benevolent 
Citizen of the World — and as a faithful, a 
Joyal and a willing^ Subje^ of the Britijk 
P 3 Empire 
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JEz/^/Zr^— againft the followiiig Manlfejio 
of Thomas Bei.sham, publiflied in the 
Monthly Review of Odiober 1798, 
p. 148. openly apoftatizing from the 
Christian Faith !— 

" Neither Jesus nor his jlpojlles 

ever explicitly declare, that they them- 
felvcs admitted the philofophy which go- 
verned the language of the country in 
which they lived ; much lefs do they pro- 
fefs to teaph it as of divine authority. 
They leave the mythology of evil fjiirits 
(like many c^XhtY popular opinions and^r^- 
judices) in the fame ftate in which they 
found it, to be c^redied in the courfe of 
time by the prtne^les which they taught, 
and by the growing goodfenfe of mankind. 
The faft is, that they neither pojitively 
affirm^ nor authoritatively contradift, the 
exijlence and agency of an evit. spirit, 
but exprefs themfelves on this fubje£t 
cxa6lly as the reft of their cotemporaries 
did. — Happily for us, there is no evidence 
from RJPASON to prove that any spirit, 

(qogo 
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(good or evil) shares with ti^e Su- 
preme, IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNIVERSE ; nor do the Scriptures, 
carefully Jiudied and rightly underjioodj 
authorize any fuch unphilofophical and 
tnifchievous opinion ! ! } " 

I read with furprife, and amazement, 
fuch extreme idlenefs of ajfertion through- 
out, couched in fo fhort and pregnant a 
paragraph ; not only quoted, but quoted 
with applaufe, in that widely circulated 
Review, the Monthly, in the following 
terms : — publifliing fuch a fequel and 
enlargement of Buonaparte'^ Manifefioj 
throughout the literary world : 

*^ We confefs ourfelves more in-- 
dined to adopt Mr. Bel/ham's notions con- 
cerniiig The Devil, than thofe of Mr. 
Wilherforce ; (in his Review of Wilber- ■ 
force.) The former has fo neatly ex-- 
preffed our own ideas on the fubjed, that 
we cannot do better than employ his 
words."— Then follows the preceding ex- 
tra6l. 

D 4 Whatever 
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Whatever be the refpe6live merits or 
demerits of the works referred ro, I know 
not, as they have not reaxrhed me yet 
(December 1798.) Nor fliould I, as an 
Inspector of Literature, have drag- 
ged forward into public light and reprc-: 
henfion, the puny writer of fuch inde- 
fenfible pofitions, on rational^ philofophical 
and fcriptural grounds, had not the offi* 
cious fedulity of his reviewing friends 
obtruded them on the Public, and given 
currency to opinions fb idle and fo no- 
xious, by their unconditional adoption 
thereof. 

I am no friend to methodijhts of any 
kind, (or new modellings of Scripture,) li- 
cenfed or unlicenfed, as every page of this 
work may evince ; and therefore, while I 
reprobate thefe of Mr. Beljham^ I do not 
vindicate thofe of Mr. Wilher^orce : — but 
furely the latter are entitled to more le- 
nity of cenfure, as proceeding fropi " zx\ 
honeft and good," a pious and patriotig 
hearty though not perhaps a perfe(3:ly clear 
and well-informed head^ verfed in the f^it 

entiiic 
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cntific ftudy of the Scriptures, fo effential 
to conftitute a critical divine ; and what- 
ever may be Bel/ham'^ merits as a political 
writer, (with which I am unacquainted,)* 
I am thoroughly fatisiied of his demerits : 
as a divine — and defcry fomewhat of the 
gall of bitternefs^ of overweening fondneft 
for paradox^ and of grofs violation of 
hijiorical truth, even in thefe fhort ex- 
tradls. 

But to proceed to the p ofitions them* 
felves :— 

I. That Jesus Christ and his Apofiles 
did not tamely acquiefce in the " mytho^ 
logy^ fabulous fihilofophy^ or religious ySr^- 
judices and popular opinions ^^^ of the age, — 
is evident from the whole tenor of the 
New Tejiamenty and the " unac commodate 
ing^' fpirit of Christianity, as acknow- 
ledged by its opponents, provoking all that 
frequency of " perfecution for confciencc 
lake," in ancient and modern times. — In 
addition to the foregoing fevere reprehen- 
{ions of The Baptiji and of Jesus Christ, 
;againft the Jewifli philofophi%ing fefts, I 

fliall 
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fhall ftate the earnefl and anxious admo- 
nitions of Paul to his favourite pupils 
Timothy and Titus ^ againft the Oriental. 
and Grecian Philofophifm ; — which it is 
*' ftrange '* how Beljham^ " paffing 
ftrange " how his Reviewers^ could over- 
look or forget : 

" O Timothy I Guard the [precious] 
depofit [of Holy Scripture] entrufted 
to thy charge ; avoiding, the profane 
empty verbiage y and paradoxes of the 
falfely denominated knowledge ; which 
Ibme profefling, have err^^ refpeding the 
FAiTH^-*-Suggeft thefe, thoroughly wit-- 
nejjing before the Lord ; not to difpute 
about wordsy as tending to no profit, but 
rather to the fubverfion of the hearers ; 
ftrive to render thyfelf approved to God, 
as a labourer unabajhed^ rightly diJUnguiJh- 
ing the Oracle of the Truth : but the 
profane and empty verbiage fhun, becaufe 
it will proceed ftill further in impiety; 
for their difcourfe will corrode like a gan^ 
grene.'^ 

" [O Titus I] Fooli/h difquijitions^ and 

genealogies 
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genefilogies [of the Gods], and dif/tutations 
2indL-Controverfies about the Law [and the 
GoJ^l ] fhun ; for they are unprofitable 
and vain." 

2. Jesus Christ and his Ajiojlles do 
** fiojitively affirm " and authoritatively 
teach the exijience and agency of an evil 
SPIRIT, called in the Old Tejlament Sa- 
-TAN fej (" the adverfary '*), and Over all 

{e) With the ufual idlenefs and hardlnefs of aflertion 
which is the charafteriftic of the modem phtlofopbizing 
fchools^ Paine declares, (vouching Bel/ham's:) — 

1. *^ The cbara^er reprefented under the name of 
Satan does not correfpond to any HebreKv idea. — 

2. ^^ In the [fpurious] book of Job, is the frjl and 
tmly time this name is mentioned in tbe Bible i^' — 
ftrangely overlooking Pf, cix. 6. i Cbron. xxi. i. and 
Zecbariah iii. i — %. exaftly harmonizing both in name 
and cbata&ery with the Introduftion of the moft an-- 
dent Poem in the world — for fuch is Job's — the moft 
fublime and beautiful alfo, but the moft difficult — and 
the moft fully autbenticated, by the numberlefs quota- 
tions therefrom, in the Old and New. Tejlaments.-^ 
To the exijience and cbaraBer of Job himfelf, (who 
was cotemporary v^iihAhrabam's grandfather, Nabor,) 
Scripture bears the moft honourable teftimony, Ezek.. 
xiv. 20* James v^iu 

the 
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the Eaft at the prefent day Sathant of 
Sheitan, from the patriarchal age of 
yob^ from the age of David^ before the 
Babylonljli captivity, and from the age of 
Zee hart ah after : — and in numberlefs paf- 
lages of the New ; where it is rendered 
o wovnp^-^ " THE WICKED,*' by way of 
bad eminence ; and J aj/T/cT/jc©^, " the ad- 
versary," and reprefented as fynonymous 
with oA/aCoA©^, THE Devil, orthe [falfe] ' 
accufer and '* calumniator of the brethren;'* 
- — \iv^i(\c, -itui TtruTf}^ [rsf }]jevSs;2 *' the 
liar J and the father of the lie " {or grand 
ajiojlacyj * — av^po^iro'itiov^ air ccp^T)^^ " a 
murderer of mankind from the frji:^^ — and 
whofe titles are thus fummed np from. 
the whole Bihle^ by John^ Rev. xii* 9. — . 
*' The Great Dragon, the Old Serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan^ deceiving the * 
whole habitable [world] ". Compare 
Matt. vi. 13. and xiii, 9. with Mai^k iv, 
15. and Luke viii. 12. and Gen. iii. i. and 
2 Cor. xi. 3. 

3. They exprcfsly eftablifh the popular 
belief of the '* exijience and agency ^ of 

that 
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that ^^ evil ffiirit^^^ whom the JeWs ff) 
ftyled Beelzebul ; fignifying '' majler 
of the coelcftial habitation " — (for %abul 
denotes the ** habitation " or manfions of 
** the Sun and Moon *' in particular, thofe 
prime objeds of heathen idolatry-r— iiiy. 
bak.nx. II.) correfponding to Beelsa- 
M£N, among the Syrians^ fignifying " maf^ 
ier of the heavens ^^'^ — and which titles 
Paul has fo accurately and admirably 

rendered 

{f) Beelzbbul^ is ufually derived from JBa^z/ or 
"Buiy *^ majler ^^^ and the Rabbinical or Chaldaic xabaly 
fignifying ^^ dung^ ^^2.% if it were a contemptuous 
epithet. But is it likely that the Tbarifees^ who ad- 
nutted the reality of demoniacal pofleifions^ and dreaded 
the power of the ^^ Ruler of the aerial jurifdiSiian,'* 
would have fo provoked his vengeance^ upon their own 
principles ? — ^Efpecially, when we are told, ^^ that on 
the day of expiation they oflfered a goat to Sammael or 
Satan, that he might not accufe them of their crimes 
before Gop, becaufe they believed him to have tlic 
power of doing it ;— and this, after their retHm from 
the Babyloni/b captivity; when they are generally, 
[but miftakenly, ] fuppofed to have been entirely 
cured of their fondnefs for idolatry.'^ ^ttFarmar on 
Miracles, an3 the authorities he cites, p, ;oa. — ^And 

Farmar 
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fcndered— ^J^^^ ii. 2. — top apyopTcc rm 
i|fc^o-*«$ Tif agp^s*^*' /^^ Ruler of the jurif- 
didiion of the air^^ (or atmofphere^) — cor- 
refponding to the Grecian and Roman . 
Jove — " of the fjiirit^ now operating in 
the fbns of difobedience^ " whom the 
Apoftle exprefsly ftyles, 2 Cor. iv, 4. — , 
©eog rs ouc^vos t^tb, " THE God of this 
AGE,*' (or difpenfation,) — *' who blinded 
the underftandings of the unbelievers j that ^ 
the illumination of the Gofpel of the glo- 
rified Jesus Christ, (who is an Image 

Farmar is a voucher of authority among the C5w- 
tarians. / 

Beelzebub is incon-eftly fubftituted for Beelzebuly in 
the common editions, and verfions oi'Matt. x. 25.— • 
and fliould be reftified, not only from the bed M^d^ 
but alfo from the context, xii. 24* and parallel paflage^l 
It fignifies ^^ Majler of the hornet'* or ^^ deadly fy^\ 
Ecclef. x^ I. — *' the Abyffinian dog-fiy^* If a. vii. 18. 
as zebub is plainly underftood. — ^This was an inferior 
damoitj or intelligence of the Starry hoft — Sirius, ot • 
intelligence of the "Dog-flar^ in whofe -fultry feafon^ of 
the Dog'days, the hornet or gad-fly rages moft vio- 
lently.— His Oracle was at Ekron, 2 Kings i. 1. — 
Hence one of the epithets of the Grecian Jove--^ j 
^TnfjLvioff ^* averter ofjlies.'^ . - ' 

5 OF 
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OF THE Deity,) might not fhine upon 
them ; " — ^in perfect unifbn with the ex- 
prefs declarations of our Lord, ftyling 
SataHy (tpx^p TH KoTfjifi t»t», " tAe Ruler 
of this worldj^ John xii. 31* and xiv. 30. 
as exercifing a powerful fway therein. 
And to the officers fent to apprehend 
Him, he declared, huke xxii. k^"^. " This 
is your hour^ and the authority of 

THE DARKNESS." 

The intimate connexion between Orl-^ 
ental and Grecian demonology^ is unfold- 
ed, by John^ Rev. ix. 11. in the myjiical 
name of *^ the Angel of the abyfs -y^ which 
in Hebrew^ was Ab-addon^ (or Aub-adortj 
fignifying " Lord of dejiru&ion ;^^) but in 
Greeky jSao-iAfiw-a-TroAXy^wy — ^^ >DeJiroying 
King.^^ — And this admirably correfponds 
with the Intelligence refiding In the Sun^ 
according to Grecian mythology, ftyled 
Araf A^oXXwy, in their oldeft poets, Homer 
and Archilochus ; whom the latter thus 
defcribes: 



Avail A^oX^dy, kou itu t»^ /lUv aWiS; 
VL-n^m^ Hot fffa^ oA^^^ i^'Tre^ ol^iig* 



^^ Kinjfr 
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' *^ King Apollo ! Perfecute thou the guilty. 
And deflroy them, as thou dejiroy^jl.'* 

And to eftablifli the Evangelift's inter- 
pretation beyond a doubt, Eurijiides thus 
introduces Phaethon^ complaining : 

^^ O golden-torched God, how haft thou dejlroyed nOfe? 
Whence thee, Apollo {dejirojing) mortals plainly 
call."— 

The general title of the Sun, varying 
in the different dialeds of Greece, AgA-t@^^ 
HeA-i©^, and 'HX-<©o, is plainly derived from 
the Hebrew jSIL, fignifyiiig in the ab- 
Jftradi " power^'* whfether beneficent or 
deftruSive ; — as in L,ahan\ threat to Jacob 
.f~" It is in the power of mine hand to 
do you kurt^^ (L'ael), Gen. xxxi. 29. ; and 
in the concrete fenfe, ** powerfuL^^ 

4. *' Happily '* for mankind, this uni- 
verfal perfiiafion of the " exigence " and 
** agency " of a powerful wicked Jpirii^ 
has been clearly revealed in The Bible, 
to forewarn them of their danger ; per- 
mitted 
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Iftitted, under the controul of The Su- 
preme Being, to try and to tempt th6 
ions of men — " ^^ Mf^ them as wheats'* 
as our Lord informed the over-confident 
Peter^ Luke xxiu 31.; who has in kind- 
iiefs taught his difciples -^ '* to watch 
and firay that they enteir not into temfita-^ 
tion " througlvtheir own felf-fufficiency — 
that Our Heavenly Father would not 
** bring us into ttial^ but deliver us from 
the wicked.^' -^ And furely, if the righteous. 
Job-— if Abraham, ^^ the friend of God^^ 
— if Jesus Christ, " the Son of his 
Aw^''— were brought into trials for the 
glorious proof and teft of their exemplary 
faith land rejignaiion — 'Undcr which they 
l-ofe " more than conquerors '' — what 
** fear and trembling,*' yet what thank* 
fulnels and gratitude fhould the amazing 
difcovery of our danger and of the means 
of deliverance work in every thoughtful 
mind !*— If it be alarming to know, that 
** Great is -He [prefiding] in the (Infidel) 
World'*— how comfortable is it to learn, 
E ' that 
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that " Greater is He [prefidiiigj in 
us " believers ! 

" Count it all joy^ my brethren, when 
ye fhall be involved in various trials 
(TsreiputrjjLoii)^ knowing that the proving of 
your Jaitk wovkcth ^aliencej*^ James i. 2. 

The word T^eipoca-fjL^^ ambiguoufly de- 
notes " trial " in general, both in a good 
and bad lenfe ; under which we may rife 
yidlorious, with God's help ; as diftin*- 
guifhable from " temptation^^ under which 
We fall and fink. Here, it is evidently ufed 
in the good fenfe ; as chiefly throughout 
the New Tejiament. And the verb iffw 
pa^ofjioLi is alfo ambiguous ; but plainly 
tifed in a bad fenQt, in that excellent vin- 
dication of the Divij^te Goodness, from 
being the Author of Temptation^ and moil 
truly philoibphical description of its rife and 
progrefs ; furnifhed by the fame Apoftle, in 
the fequel of his admirable Ejiijile^ i. 13* 
— " Let no one when tempted ('meipoc^O'- 
/iSf^) fay—** I am tempted f?^om God ;^ — 
for THE Deity is untempted by evils^ 



( St ) 

knd tempteth no one Himself : But every 
perfon is tempted [" by the craft and iub- 
tilty of the Devi/ or Man working againft 
MS ^' '-^ Liturgy] when drawn duty and 
hooked by means of his own afipetiie ; then^ 
the Appetite conceiving, engendereth Sin ; 
and the Sin, when perfefted, bringeth 
forth D^jMi"— ^And Heathen philofophy 
ftfks: 

^ ^ An fua cuique D£?W5, fit air a cupido /"' 
— — i^^ Trabii fua queitique voluptds,'' 

in perfed conformity with Scriptures 

But the fiheft comment ever furnifhed 
perhaps thereon-^is by " Nature*s Scribe^ 
dipping his pen in MW-^in Shakefjieare'^s 
inimitable foliloquy of an hypocritical and 
libidinous Judge^ When caught by the 
charms of a fair and lovely, a vii-tuotid 
and affedionate maiden, fupplicating for 
an ofFcnding brother*s life : 

" O CUNNING ENEMY ! that^ to catcl 4 faint^ 
With fcnnts doft bait tbjy bcoi : Mod dangerous 
is that temptation^ thi2Lt doth goad us on 
To Jin^ in loving virtue 1^^ 

E z — « Hooking 
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— .*^ Hooling both righl 9ind wrong io THE APPETITE/ 
To follow as it draws !" Mea/urefor Mea/ur^. 

Here the Devil is reprefen^ed as a 
wily Ji/i^^' of men, drawing them out of 
their proper element — as Sons of God, walk- 
ing in the paths of religion and virtue — 
to plunge them into the abyfs of impiety 
and vice. — And to counteradl liis wiles, 
our Saviour was pleafed to make his 
Apostles, " fifl^^y^ of men " alfo— in a 
righteous caufe. Let not BelJJiam, or his 
Reviewers, defpife or methodize xhtir fihU 
lofojihkal and wholefome admonitions ; by 
fubftituting " darknefs for light, and light 
for darknefs ; bitter ior fweet, and fweet 
for bitter "— «' %^ife in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own (ight '^ — " darkening 
counfel by words without knowledge : ^ — 
aware of the tremendous woes denounced 
on fuch. — Let them liftcn to the impref- 
five rebuke of our Lord, to the yewtjk 
Dolors, when they /had rejefted the evi- 
dence of one of his moft* appropriate /»/- 
racks, as the Shiloii, (the Apostle,) 
wrought at the Pool of Silo am — (figni- 
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fying sent) in conferring fight on a man 
40 years old, blind from Ms birth — after 
the fulleft attefcation of the miracle, by 
the man Himfelf and his parents— whom 
" they excommunicated'^ for prefuming " to 
teach them''' — for afferting the divine 

MISSION of his DELIVERER, " If THIS 

perfon Were not from God, He would 
not be able to do any " miracle. 

— — " For judicial trial (jtp (jlol) am I 
come into this world; that the unseeing 
might fecj and the seeing become blind. 
Then fome of the Pharifees^, who were in 
company with him, heard this and faid 
unto Him — Are we alfo blind?— Jesvs 
laid unto them: — ^ jy^ were blind [na- 
turally], ye would have no sin ; but now 
ye fay J we fee : [fpiritually :] your Jin 
therefore remaineth.^' 

How pointedly applicable is this to all 
Illuminijls — thofe minute 2ivA purblind phi- 
lofophers, to whom " God gave talents, 
but the Devil the application !'' — fuch rare 
talents as were abufed by Voltaire^ Rouf^ 
feau^ D' Alembertp Dideroty Frederick of 
j: 3 Pruffia, 
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Pruflia, Condorcetj Miraheau^ Hume^ Gi&f» 
bon^ Volney^ Weijhaupt^ Wieland^ Paine an4 
Walcotl &c. 

How little then is to be expe(fted from 
the mere ^^ courfe of time ^^ and the p;-rc?Wr 
tng good fenfe of the wprld, yv^hen fuch 
horrid blafphemies are not only tolerated 
but applauded at the end of the eighUepth 
century— when one of the lirft literary 
corps^ unqueftionably, in Great Bri- 
tain, and perhaps in Europe, will ven- 
ture to fanftion fuch ! — againft the bEt 

LOVED, the only GENUINE, SoN OF 

God — who " was born unto us Wisdom 

FROM God, and justification, and ret 

DEMPTioN and fanSiiJication " — and ^' to 

whom was given all authority in 

Hfaven and ujion Earth^' — ^Jesus Christ 

OUR Lord, or Spiritual Sovereign : For, 

5. The fatal hypothefis of the non-cx- 

iilence and agency of a dreadfully power- 

Jul wicked Spirit \ and of a mighty 

. " DELIVERER," (Gop,)expe61ed from the 

earlieft ages, and longed for as '* the De^ 

light of all Nations ;'' ai{id deftined from 

the 
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the Fall— ** to crujk the Serpent^ head •* 
—or in God's own good time,, to abolifb 
the fway of the Grand Advcrfary of man- 
kind — annihilates the whole :rayfteriou9 
doftrines of the Fall and RedcmptiaH of 
mankind; an allegorical /^;»^/^{//V^ anc^ 
fall of our firft parents, and of too many 
of their pofterity, requiring only an allc-. 
gorical recovery y by the expiatory fecrific* 
of the fpotlefs Lamb of God that taheth 
away the Jtns of the [repentant and re-- 
formed^ worldf^^ — And this was the dread- 
ful delufion of the earlieft Heretics ^-^^th^ 
Cnojlics and the Manicheans \ — as may be 
feen in -L^r^/^^r— that candid, unafFuming, 
and laborious colleftor of the hiftoricaj 
evidences of the authenticity and credibi^ 
lity of Holy Writ — but by no means 
. ^* Prince of modern divines,,''^ — Witnefs his 
crude argument on the Logos ; turning on 
the old fceptical objection : — " How can 
fuch things be?" — namely, the divine na- 
ture and mijj^on of Jesus Christ — for 
want pf diflin^uifhing between matters 
' E 4 -^ (ihove 
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« above rcafon " to comprehend or fully 
conceive ; and *♦ contrary to reafon." 
And perhaps, one of the deepeft devices 

of the TEMPTER — THE DECEIVER of the 

world tr- is to ridicule or allegorize his 
Own '^ exjfience and agency^'' in order the 
more efFedually to put mankind off tlieir 
guard againft his fat&l delufions, by engen-» 
dering a falfe fecurity in his uiifufpedling 
prey, and an overweening confidence in 
their own ftrengtht 

The. dangers of our fplriiual warfare 
are thus expreffed with great energy and 
eanieftnefs in the following awakening 
paflage, of our great myftagogue, th^ 
Apoftle of the Gentiles. Ejihef. vi, 1 1. 

" Put on the divine panoply, to enable 

you to withftaiid the methodifms of th^ 

. J)eviL (g) For our ftruggle is not with 

fliefii and blooci [i. e, mortal foes only], but 

with 

(^) Drwtti vfo^ ras fiidohta^ t» Ame?ox«. — This im- 
portant but difficult phrafe is equivalent to - 'mpo^ mjf 
f^tkhiav ryi; 'iffT^aiifis — "the metbodijm of THE IMPOS- 
TURE/* Ephef, tv. 14. or the artful method of ob- 
flruftjjng the progrefs of CHKiSTrANiTT> as taught 

/■"••- fey 
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With the principalitiesj» with the authori- 
ties, with the worldly rulers of the dark- 
liefs of this age, with fbe fjiirits ofwick^ 
ednefs among the celejitahy 

And the following is the Apoftle*s 
highly figurative defcription of the divine 
panop,ly^ which he elfewhere ftyles *' the 
armour of the light ;'' 

~" Stand ^ 

\y the Apoftles — oXji^wovtej ev aya^m— '^ telling truth 
in charity'' or Chriftian love; — in endeavouring to 
metbodizey or explain away, the myjleries of the Go- 
fpel. — According to the admirable copimeut of the 
apoftolical Father^ Polycarp — the difciple of Jahn the 
Evangelift: — 

Thxg yag o; av /Art oiMXoyn Inaav Xptrov €V aa^ fkifihu^iva!^ 
Km 0$ av ftn ofioxoyii to (laprvpiov T8 ravpH^ tn t» Am^ 

Kai Of av fAeQohi/}} ra ^oy<a t8 Ky/?w, vpoi ra^ iJiof £9ri- 
^vfMOiy Xpyn fjLnn avctracriv sivah y^m^ HptaiVj «t©" vpavo^ 
Ton®" sfi rii Harava, 

^^ For every one, that doth not confefs that Jesus 
Christ hath cpme in fiejh^ is fntichri/lian : 

'^ And whoever doth not confefe the martyrdom of 
the Crofiy is of th^ "Devil : 

^^ An^ whofoeyer methodises the oracles of Th^ 
J^p^P;, according to private fancies ; and fays, that 

th^ 
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— -r— " Stand therefore, having your 
loins girt with the ie/t of veracity^ and 
having put on the breajl-plate of righteouf* 
nefs^ and having your feet fhod with the^ 
preparation (or iandals) of the gofpel of 
peace ; above all, taking thejhield offaith^ 
whereby ye will be enabled to quench the 
fiery darts of the wicked. And take the 
helmet of f ah at ion ^ and the fword of the 
$lpirit, which is God^s oracle. At every 
feafon, praying in fpirit^ with all manner 

there is neither rejurre^ion nor judgment ^r^ this i^ 
Satan's Jirjl-lorn.'' 

Friejlleyy to whom I am indebted for this moft im-f 
portant extraft — Hijlory of Opinions, &c. vol. i. p. 203, 
—overturning his whole fyftem of the Jimple humanity 
of Jesus Christ — renders the important paflage : — . 
9j av fjLsQohvn ra >^oyia ra Kupis tiTpo; ra; i^ta; BmOvuia^"^^. 
^^ whofoever ^^r't^^r/^ the oracles of God to his own 
lujls or intei-ejls'' — ^which is tantamount. Such a high 
Unitarian authority^ is furely indifputable, by Bel/ham 
and his Reviewers. '^ Let us therefore," — proceeding 
with Priejlley's Tranflation — ^^ leaving the vanity of 
[the] many^ and i^'^w falfe do^rines—[j3ind bis own, 
among the reft,] — return to the Word [th^ 
Qua CLE] that wa$ delivered from the beginning,'* 

of 
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of prayeF an4 fupplication, and watching 
thereunto in all perfeverance/* 

And perhaps ^ more ftriking Unitarian 
metbodifm can fcarcely be adduced, than ii^ 
W^akefield's tranflafion of the foregoing 
moft awakening and alarming paragraph, 
to all that are not '' high-minded^ but 
/ear.'' Efihef. vi. ik 

" Put upon you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to ftand againft 
the devices of the accufer. For we not 
ffnly have to wreftle againft flcfh and 
blood, but againft the authority, againft 
the powers, againft the rulers of this dark 
age; againft the wickednefs of fjiiritual 
J^men] in [^] heavenly [difpenfation'] ! ! ! '* 

Here " the Devil'' is degraded into a 
mere mortal accufer ! — and, by the moft li- 
centious parody, '^ the fpirlts of wicked^ 
^C/^/' {p^ ^picked fjfiiritsj " among the 
felejlial" [beings], into fpiritual [men'] 
id [a] heavenly [difpenfation] — i. c, the 
dignified Prelates oi XXitEftablified Church! 
— although the Apoftle plainly cbntraft$ 
forjioreal Wiih fpiritual enemies. 

And 
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And in perfe6t unifoii with Wakefield^ 
in the prefent inftance, both Beljliam and 
the M. R. drag forward, on the fore- 
ground, that refpeftable biblical fcholar^ 
Archbilhop Newcome—\o "be an aider and 
abettor of luch ftartling dodirines, fubver- 
five of that ejlablijhed faith^ which it is 
his bounden duty, and has been long his 
ftudious . endeavour, to maintain : the 
former, afiuming as a motto, to his " Re- 
view of Wilberforce ;" the latter, begin* 
ning the article of BeljhanC^ Review with 
the following judicious and liberal prin- 
ciple, as ftated by his Grace : 

*^ Christianity can never have its 

free courfe among men of improved un-^ 

derftandings, and even among rational 

creatures in general, while grofs mifrejtrc^ 

fentatiofis of it are fubflituted in the place 

of the Jim^ile and jierfeSi original/' 

But if — " cordially lublcribing to this 
opinion " — " and adhering to this prin- 
ciple " — how could the M. R. adopt 
Mr. Beljhams notions concerning th(^ 
Devil — and his manifefto agaiuft Jesus 

Christ ! I \ 
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Christ ! ! I — the grojfeji mtfrejirefentattont 

of Chriftianity, that ever were fabricated ; 

—in the opinion of a fober-minded friend 

of religion and virtue, and a lover of yZjr- 

cred literature^ now humbly endeavouring 

*' to promote its Jree courfe among men 

of improved underftandings " — to whom 

this work is peculiarly addreffed ; but 

moft earneftly deprecating the uncontrouU 

r^ courfe of what is now attempted to be 

impofed on the world, inftead of *' the 

fair face and lovely form^^ of native 

Chrijiianity — as (he came from the hands 

of the great Author and Finisher of 

OUR Faith, and his infjiired Evangelijls 

^nd Apojlles \—v^\iO^ ''if difcernible by 

mortal eyes^ would excite Loves of herfelf 

incredible :—htmg the prototype of that 

** Wisdom," which even a Heathen phi- 

lofbpher, Cicero, ** faw and admired ;"— * 

and from which the fpurious Chrijiianity 

of modern philofophifm — or the Goddess 

OF Reason — differs as widely, as error 

from truth, as disguise from beauty : 

" Trut» 
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^^ TRitTH and Beauty are in this alike; 

The niceft furvey fets them both off to advantage i 
Whilft the falfc luftre of Error and Disguise, 
Cannot bear being reviewed, or too clofely infpefted/^ 

Berkeley s EffayL 

And among the moft alarming Jigns of 
the latter times or ages, during the Chrif^ 
tian difpenfation— are falfe prophets or 
falfe teachers — who " come in Jlieep^s 
cloathing, but inwardly are ravening 
*' wolves " — " not fparing the flock." — * 
And it is truly remarkable, that our Lord^ 
in his confidential warning to his Dif^ 
ciples, on Tuefday in Paflion-Week, of 
the figns of the deJiru£iion of Jerufalemi 
or of his coming in judgment on the 
Jewifli nation, fpecifies " J^^ Chrijii 
and falfe Frophets " — as " the firft begin- 
nings of forrows." Matt. xxiv. 4 — 8. 
And which were accordingly realized in 
feveral impoftors w^ho arofe, Simon Ma^. 
gusj A£ls viii. 10* &c. down to Barcho* 
chab^ (the Son of a Star^ from Balaam^% 
prophefy^ Numb. xxiv. 1 7. as he was ftyled 
by his deluded followers,) fhortly before 

the 



( 6'3 ) 

the total demolition of Jerufalem and de- 
folation of Judea by Adrian. And again, 
before his coming in judgment on the 
Chrijiian world " fuddenly/' MatU xxiv. 
24 — 28. he again fpecifies " f^{f^ 
Chuijis andfalfc Prophets '^-^hndi perhaps 
the reveries of a crazy Brothers^ and the 
jfalfe teachers^ abounding every where— 
might mark the beginnings of forrows to 
Chrijiendom like wife, during *^ that period 
of tribulation^^ predided to laft for 1260 
prophetic days or years, from the efta- 
bliihroents of the Papal and Mahometan 
impoftures in the Weftern and Eaftera 
World, afflifting and perfecuting *^ the 
two faithful witneffes " — or remnant that 
is left of the primitive Patriarchal (in- 
cluding the MofaicalJ and the primitive 
Apojlolical Churches ; reckoning from 
A. D* 620 to A. D. 1880, according to 
the conjefture attempted to be fupported 
in the firft note (a) of this Number ; and 
comprifing, perhaps, the three woes pre- 
difled " to the inhabiters of the earth '* 
during the founding of the ffth and Jixtb, 
» ^ trumpets, 



trumpets, Rev. viii. 13. as detailed itt 
the ni;2fb and eleventh chapters of that 
moft myfterious and obfcure prophefy.— - 
When perhaps the laji woe^ alas ! is 
^^ coming quickly^* in this ominous year 
1798, marked by the downfal of the ^a-- 
pacy and the public apoftacy from Chrifl 
tianity of " the great nation '* oi France U! 
— And which woe, with trembling awe, I 
conjedlure, will laft till the founding of 
the /event h trumpet, by " the mighty An^ 
gel^ clothed with a , cloudy and a rainbow 
on his heady whofe face is as the fun^ and 
his feet as pillars of fire ^' Rev. x. i. ; fb 
highly defcriptive of Jesus Christ at 
his fecond appearance in glory ^ Matt. xxiv. 
29 — J I. to cftablifh the kingdom of the 
God of Heaven upon earth — among all 
peoples and tongues and nations and lan- 
guages. Compare Dan. vii. 13—14. and 
Rev. xi. 15. where they are ftyled ^* the 
kingdoms of The LoUd and of His 
Christ." At that awful period may be 
expeded to take place the " refiitution of 
all things '* foretold by the mouth of 

God's 
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God's holy JDrophets, from the begiiinitig,'* 
A&s iii, 21.^ — And " the refurreSiion of the 
Jtift;' or the ^'Jir^ refurreaien "-^t " the 
regeniration^^ when the Son of Man fhall 
fit on the throne of his glory^ and his 
Apojlles on twelve thrones, ** judging the 
twelve tribes of the Ifrael [of God] :"— 
And the commencement of that long and 
glorious period of toco prophetical yearsj 
during which the Kingdorh of God is to 
prevail ** on 'Earthy as it does in Heaven.^^ 
— And then " at the end of time " — to btf 
tranflated into eternity. — " When the SoK 
OF God (hall deliver up his fiduciary and 
preparatory kingdom or government to 
God the Father ; after he fhall have, 
aboliftied all principality and all authority 
and power,, advcrfe to holinefs — then 
jflhall THE" Son alfo himfelf he fubjeSled to 
Him, who fubjeBed unto Him the univerfe^ 
that the Deity might be the all in 
ALL ;"— when all rational beings are ren- 
dered capable^ by a train of progreffive 
iniprovement, from firength to firengthy 
from glory to ghry^ of becoming the im- 
F mediate 
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mediate fiibjedis of The Lord God 
O'MNipbtENt, and of approximating, 
tliroughout alt eternity, towards the iii-i 
exhauftible fbiifce of all good — the unat- 
tainable ffeindard of all PERFECTION ! ! ! 

Such are the awful views of futurity;^ 
fuch the ftupendbus outline of the Divine 
difpenfatipns, revealed in the Providential 
Hijiory of ' Mankind— Xh€ higheft of. all 
claffics, the riobleft, the mbft authentic; 
and the fnbft inftfuftive of all hiftories,- 
but the moft difficult, fully to comprehend^ 
THE BIBLE. 

Whdfoever therefore denies the dele« 
gated fovereignty of Jesus Christ, as 
** a fliarer with The Supreme ih the go- 
vernment of the Univerfe," like Bel/hanij 
— as THE Son of God, and " Affociate of 
his kingdonti^^ like Buonapartey---^^ hath 
made God himfelf* (in the energetic 
language of Holy Writ) a liari di{be- 
lieving the teftimony which The DeIty 
Hath teftified concerning " His Son. "— 
*• Who is the liar f except he who de- 
rifeth that Jesus is the Christ.— This is 

(f the 
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thi AnttchHJij denying THE pArirftli and 
THE Son ! 1 ! ** Cpmpare^ in the of igiiidi-, 
LuAe^v. 149 Matt. xxiv. 31, t Cbr. iv". 
^3, 1^. XX. 5, iWi?//. xix» 28> i "Jofin 
li. 22, and v. 10* .. ' . 

Liften, ye a{>oftates, to the Iblemn de- 
claration of the Son of God, at hife ficotld 
pafftrber^ to the unbelieving a;rfd perfecut* 
ing Jews, who fought to kill hiiii, ** be* 
" caiife he called the DitiTY, iJi^r woil^pU 
— ^** His PECULIAR Fa'thErV" Jb%H v\ 
18—29. 

^ Verily, verily, I fay unto you,' Tfili 
iSoK cannot do any thing of himfelf, ex« 
ifcejit what lie obferveth THE Father 
doing ; for whatibcvcf TfitAT dpeth, theref 
alfo.THE Son likewife doeth. For t^j^ 
Father loveth the Son, and fheweth 
unto him all things whatfbever Hinxfelf 
doeth ; and will (hew him greater works 
than theie, that jt [unbeliev^rt] mi^t 
wonder: 

". For as the Father raifcth and 

quickeneth the dead, even fo the Son 

quickencth whom he willeth. Neither 

F 2 doth 
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Apth THE Father judge any, but hatji 
g}v^n .tie whole judgment to the.Sonj 

that ALL SHOULD HONOUR THB So^, 
.ACCX)IHDING AS THEY HONOUR THE FA- 
THER : wliolbever honoureth not th« 
Son, honoureth not the Father, 

WHO SENT him." . * 

" Verily, verily, I fay unto you, that 
v/hoiptytrheauth my difcourfe^ and be- 
lieve tK on Him who feat me, hatli' Kfc 
eternal, and is not to come into judg- 
ment, \>xX\hath migrated (h) (^fjLelccCeCodxsy) 

from death to /^/-' , 

'''' "Eerily, 



u- 



> (A) -The; following analogieg itora Ancient Pfnlt^oply 
cannot b,e unacceptable to the Clascal reader, and 
Chriftian fhUofopber. 

I. ^^ Neqne enim aflec^tlor iis qui heec nuper diflTereie' 
ceeperuntjj' (Tjucretius, &c.) ^'Cum corporiius dmtnGS 
Jimtil inM'ire ,'* ef ^ om^ita morte deliru' *^— CiCElifr, 
deAmUitid^ -'. -■'•"'. 'i.. '. 

— ^^/Phijlo SOPHIA rero, onflnium mater artiuin^ 
quid ut aliud, nifi ut Plato ait — ^ dontim ' — mU ego^^ 
^ Inventum D E o r u m ' — Ergo animus , ut ego' died, 
divinus^y xxt- Eiiripmiss' addet dicere, Bern * ' * ■ ' 
,.M>. ^^'Video:te alta fpe<Sfeure, et yeUe tTlcadummr 
grar$.Y^\'x f ... , '■ . 

A.^ " Sfero 
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' *^ Verily, Verilyii I fay unto you, that 
the hour is cbming^, 2iviA is now at hand^ 
fkj yrhtnthe ^righteous] dead {hdXl hear 
the voice' oF the Son of God ; and they 
• ' ■ ^ ^ tffat 

A. ^* .^^0 forftut contingat id nobis.*'— -CiCBRO. 
Tjifculan^ 1. %^, 

tX«V Tjii vopsiag. 

^^ From hirbfelf i^ migrates, as an .image to its 
grchelypey arriving at the end of the paffage." 

Plotinus. Enniad. 

And tlus Platonic pbilofopher, by a ftill bolder ima- 
gery, defcribe^ this migration of the fouls of " godlih 
mn''^^-4^tTn MONOT nPOSMONON.^^A flight 

OF SIKOLB TO single/' 

> • » 

'(I) Equally defirous to infpeB and deleft the mctho'-^ 
difms of the Orthodoxy as well as of the Heterodox*, 
tad this not being a feafon of ceremony, I cannot let 
i>a^ a methodifm of confiderable magnitude, though 
patronized by a refpeftable biblical fcholar, Archbifhop 
Newcome ; who, contrary to the whole tenor of Scrip* 
ture, in my humble apprehenfion, limits (with Ham^ 
piondj the figns of our Lord's 'mapsa-ia, or '^ frefetfte/* 
in that moft important ' but moft abftrufe chapter, 
]\fhtt. xxiv. 3. ^' to the deftruAion of the Jewijh Po- 
lity;" — ^^ difagreeing alfo from that very fuperior 
writer,'* T/^/or (the author oiBm Mordecai^s L^tters)^ 
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that hear fliall live; [at-th^^&yf refur^ 
reaian^ or refurredlion of thf P^ft^\ — ^^ 

as TRB FaTH£R hath ZrlFJB IK HIM8ELF» 

fb gave He alfo to the Son to bavk 
I/IFV IN himself; and gave him AU* 
THOHiTY alfo to exercife judgment, be- 
caufe He is Son of Man." 

" Wonder not at this : for the hojir is 
coming, in which all that are in the ie- * 
pukhres fhall hear his voice, [at the le*^ 

cond, 

in his Thoughts on the Grand Appfltuyj p. 50—56^ 
170 — 181.; and froip his excellent commenlilor, 
JCwfg^s Morfeh of Criikifm, feft, 6. p. a47 — 331. 
whofe work was publifhed in 1788^ before bb Grace's 
fecond edition of Obfervations on our hord^t ConduO^ 
Uc. 1795. Johnfony %yo. p. ^77^ Note :-^bul ^liuch 
he does not s^ipear to have ieen. 

The enquiry of our Lord's confidential difciple% 
Teter and James, John and Andrew, in private, plain](7 
relates to his laft public difcourfe in the Tem|^^ juft 
before^ and is thredfold. Mait. xxiv. 3. 

I. *^ JVbenJball tbefe beP'' — meaning the v^04$ 
threatened to that wicked and apoftate generation^ an4 
the defclation of the Temple. Matt, xxiii, 36 — 38. 

a. ^^ And whatjball he tbejign of thy prefence? ''— 
when *^ coming in the name of the Lard '* — as th^ 
*^ B;[.£SS£P DEIilVERER/' Matt, xxiii. 39- 

3.— ^M«4f 
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condf or genera/ refurre£iio9 of all maor 
Jdnd, Matt. xxiv. ^6. and xxv. 31 — 46* 
I Cor. XV* d^— 26. JS^v. XX. II — i5.j 
they that have done good, unto refyr- 
re&ion of life ; and they that have don? 
cviij luito refurredion of judgment." 

Thus, not only are ** the power and 
oodhead" of TUE Father communi- 
cated to THE Son, but even what is fool-^ 
iJUy ftyled the incommunicable attribute 

of 

3, — ^^ And of the confummatlon of the age/* or 
CMfiian difpenfation^ at the end of the world^ as; 
plainly appears from the fame phrafe^ Matt. xiii. 39. 
applT^ .to the general rejurre&tony and xxviii. ao« 
<:ampared with Paul^ i CV. xv« 24. 

And our Lord^ under the firft head^ circumftantially 
deta^s the figns of his coming in judgment^ during 
the *^ days of vengeance y' \. on the apoftate Jewsy 
^uu) again, a. on the apoftate Cbrifttan world; both of 
which were to precede his appearance as the Son of 
Man, in power and great glorj, coming in the clouds 
Iff Heaven^ to raife the righteous dead at the firft re- 
furrefdoQ^ Matt^ xxiv. 30. ji when the anfwer to the 
fecond enquiry commences — (compare Mark xiii. 26^ 
wA Luke xxi. 27. and our Lord's own declaration to. 
the Jewifh Council, Matt. xxvi. 64.) — and feems to 
be continued throughout the remainder of the xxivth 

F 4 chapter. 
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pf SELF-EXISTENCE TO HAVE LIFE INP 

Himself !— as more explickly taught by 
the GLORIFIED Jesus alfp ; in the fol-. 
lowing moft awful and jawakening de^ 
fcription : Rev. i. 

*^ 1 yohn^ your brother and copartner 
in the tribulation and kingdopi and en-= 
durance of Jesus Christ, happened t0 
be in the iile called Patmos [an exile] for 

THE 

chaptei-jj and the xxvth to verfe 3; . whe^i ^^ all nations *' 
Ihall be gathered before Him to the general judgment — r 
and the anrwei* to the third enquiry conimencesi 
which ends with the' chapter. 

The fource of hi& Grace*s miftake feems to be his 
cpnfounding, i. pur Lord's ^^ coming in his kingdom,** 
Matt. xvi. 28. or ^^ in power/' to infli6l vengeance on 
the apoftate Jewiflj nation, (as explained by the event 
pfJobn's furviving the deftruftion of Jerufalem, in the 
parallel paflage, John xxi. 23.)— -with our Lord's pre-, 
diflion in the preceding verfe, Maitb. xvi. 27. of hift 
coming in his *^ Father's glory,* and *^ bis own^ 
at the refurredlipn of the jujflE ; and, 2. his confound- 
ing, lM\e xyii, 24 — 30, ^^ his day** or " the day, 
when the ISian of Man Jball be revealed in glory, *^ 
with the deftruQiipn oi Jerufalem in *' the days of 
ver^eanfs.** 

f* That day and hour," which, our Lprd dcclar^, 

wa9 
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THE* Oracle of the Deity, for the 
witncffing of Jesus Christ. 

** t heczmt infpired [tv 'mvevjuioLlt) on the 
LiOriTs day : And I heard behind me,. a 
voice, great as a trumpet's, faying : 

* What thou obferveji, write fH a fmatl, 
booky and fend to the Seven Churches^ at 
Sifihefus^ and at Smyrna^ mid at PergamuSj 
and at Tbyatira^ and at ^ Sardis\, an(I at 
JPhiladelphtay and at LiaodiceaJ* 
- •*♦ And I turned involuntarily, to ob» 

,wttR known only to the Father, Matt. xxiv. 5^, 
plainly correfponds to ^^ the times and feafons of re- 
ftoring again the kingdom to Ifraely' which th? Fa- 
ther referved in his own jurifdiftion," AG^s i. 6, 
But *^ all theft woes," denounced againft the Jewg, 
IV ere to come to fafs before the end of that generation^'* 
^att. Kxiv, 34. 

The blending of thefe two diftant events with each- 
Other, throughout that momentous chapter,, has occa- 
fioned all the difficulty. 

. And, now that this blemifli is removed, I will not 
fcruplep to recomipend Archbifliop ^ezucome's ObferV" 
(itions on our Lord's ConduB^ as a ufeful elementary 
work for biblical ftudents, and one of ^/ the good" — . 
that have iffiied from the prefs of Jobnfon — to atone for 
fljany " ^ad and indifferent^" 

6 f^rvc 
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fcTvc the voice which fpake with mc : and 
when I had turned, I faw feven golden 
lamps^ and amidft the feven lamps, like a 
Son of Man, enrobed down to the feet, 
and begirt about the paps with a, golden 
girdle:— -His head and his locks were 
white like wool, white as fnow ; and his 
^es, as a flame of fire ; and his feet like 
refined brafs, glowing as in a furnace; 
and his voice as a voice of many waters : 
And he was holding in his right hand, 
ieven flars ; and out of his mouth, a fharp 
double-edged fword proceeding forth; 
and his vifage, as the fun, ihining in his 
power. And when I faw Him, I fell at 
his feet as dead. But He laid his right 
hand upon mey faying unto me : 

" Be not affrighted: I am the First 
AND THE Last, and the living, and 

BECAME DEAD : AND LO ! I AM LIVINQ 
FOR EVERLASTING AGES ; AND HOJLD 
THE KEYS OF DeATH AND OF HaDES : 

Write thenj what thou feejl^ and what 
things are^ and what things are to come to 
pajs hereof ter.^^ 

How 
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How muft the ftouteft infidel be appalled, 
when he ihall behold, arrayed in all his 
terrwsy " the righteous Judge of 
ALL THE EARTH," — here defcribed in the 
moft iimple and artlefs, yet the moii: 
iublime and beautiful imagery— the moft 
9wfiil and awakening, yet the moft 
IDOildly condefcending form, to the enrap* 
t\}red difciple ^^ whom He loved I'''' — and 
,pn whom He " laid his right band^'' as 
wcU to aflurc him of the reality of the 
"lafion, as to encourage him under fuch an 
infufferable blaze of glory — and to enable 
him to fupport it : — 

^^ to fee and UU 

Qf things invifible to morial fight*^' MiUon. 

This was a glory, in diftinftnefs and 
fplendour, iurpaffing what He formerly 
ihewed, as the tutelar God of Israel, 
to Mofes and Elijah^ the great founder 
and the great reformer of the Levitiad 
Law, on Mount Sinai^ and its other fum- 
mit Horebj as " the Oracle of the 
Lord,'* — Exod. xxxiii. i8 — 23. i Kings 

xix. 



( 7<5 y 

■ r 

xix. 9 — 18, To the evangelical prophfcts 
Ifahh and Daniel — If a. yi. i. and Dan. X, 
5 — lo* ; where, in the latter inflance, Ht? 
5ippeared in the drefs of the Jewi/h, High-' 
Priejiy al{b, and " a hand touchtd '*' 
the highly-favoured D^ar/^/V/— who experi* 
enced (imilar fenfations with John — Ctliat 
laft and greateft ;7y^^^^(9^/^^ that 'fever 
wrote)— And at his TransfgUration^ to 
the joint witnefiTes of the Old and JVW* 
Covenants, the glorified Mofes and ElijaX'; 
and his confidential apoftles, Peter, Jamei 
and John ;— as recorded by the eye-wit- 
nefles Peter and John — 2 Pet. i. i6 — 18^ 
John i. 14. ; and from them by the 
■Evangelift:?, Matt. xvii. i— 9, Mark ix* 
2 — iQt jL^>€^ ix, 28 — ^6, 

This is the foyereign arbiter of th^ 
deftinies of jnankind, whofe firft coming . 
wa^ in humiliation, but whofe fecond qom-* 
ing (at the end of the grand prophetic 
period of 2300 days, Dan. viii. 14.) will 
be in glory ; as He himfelf declared pub-; 
4icly on his iniquitous trial, when he an-» 
j^ounced to the whole nation his tranfcen- 

dant 
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dant dignity as The Son of God, as well 
fis Son of Man, Matt* xxvL 63 — 64* 
as he had done before in private to his 
"Sifcijites^ Matt, xxiv, 30. And at his laft 
manifeftatiori to the beloved John^ he de- 
clares to the whole worlds Rev* xxii* zo. : 

:. " Yea, I AM Td come aUICKLT/' 

^ * ■ ^ >- '' ■ ' ■ ■ X I * K 

(/) In numberiefs paflages of the New Te/iament 
f^'freftni t&^t, i» taken for the Inceptive futur^-^ 
i/iJCOfuu Tor fks>J<u spx^^oih ^ ^^ abf^ut to come*^--^ 
Ittn^ lifHiTwfs enquiry from the General Jewifh 
9^^y M&tlh:A\. ^ ns X>ir®-r£m^; ^^ j^&;f« 
u the drift Jo bS. born'* — acoording tp prophefy}— » 
Tmt/ku^..^ the accurate ijfo// remarks in his Notes, 13 
put for iM»£i ymcurOaii and o tpxoM>Bv®- — the title of 
the Messiah orCHRiST, as well as of theDeitt, 
is jdainiy put for /iccAXcuf ipxt^^y in i2^, i. 8« and 
iv. A^andxi. 27. 

!<f WHO IS, AND WHO WAS, AND WHO IS TO 

♦ And in Heb.x. 37, quoting Uabai. ii. 3. 

Ell yof f^itpdy o^oy otrov, o e^x^'/^^. il!*j *« » Xfonu* 
« For yet, i« a very Jhort ttme^ He WHO is TO 
<(OMS ^ill arrive, and will not tarry/'. 

. ^ -^ ' ^'' May 
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May the remnant that is leftj of the 
^ faithful witnejfesy' of the Patriarchal 
and Evangelical Churches, devoutly joia 
with the great mvftagogue : 

Aiam* Nof e^xit^ Kc/fif In^ ! 
*' Amen. Yea come^ Loud Jesus !*' 

7^ The exercife of his fovereigntyj 
evm during his terrefri^l miJjUon — is no- 
ticed in lundry paffagcs of iHoly Writ. 

!• He aflumed the power of forgri>in^ 
fnsy as well as of healing difeafes.^-^^^ Aim 
who can forgive fins, except thb DeitT 
only," or his ViciGEHEisrT ^—^M&rkik. f. 
—in whom ** HIS NAME or iuftiority v^ 
initfriaiely vejied^'^ Exod. xxni. 21. undef 
the Old Dilpeniation or Covenant i and 

" his NEW name'* — " THE NAME ABOVX 
EVERY NAME •• — " KiNO OF KINGS AND 

Lord of r^mns. " Philip, lu 9— n. 
Rev. xix. 16. under the New^ — ^as ** TH«- 
Mediator of a new and Better covenant," 
— God's laft and beft gift to mankind. 

2. With what infinite addrefe, at his 
firft feries of trials^ " immediately after ** 

the 
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the folemn commencen&ent of his miflion^ 
at Bafitifm^ did he refute, by clearer and 
plainer texts of Scripture, the methodifms 
of the Tempter — ^probably affuming the 
4ifgui(e of an " Angel of light j^ 2 Cor. 
xiii. 15* ;— as may be colleded alfb from 
•• the miniftration of good Angels unto 
Him ;*• — ^when, by the aft of a Sovereign, 
he not only detefted, but banifhed from his 
jifefence, the 7>/w//^r— foiled and over-, 
conae at his own weapons : 

^^Avaunt^ Satan I &c- — when " the 
jyevil^^^ we are told, " left him for a 
feafon^'^ 

It is truly remarkable that the trials of 
our Lord — " the blefled Seed of the Wo^ 
moHy whofe caufe he came, in the fulnefi 
of prophetic time, to avenge — and the 
temptations of Eve^ were fimilar in kind — 
intended to work on his appetite^ his va-- 
nity^ and his worldly ambition. 

3. Soon after, with what " imperial 
brevity ^'^ and commanding authority Jid 
he filence " the impure fpiritj poffeffing a 

demoniac 



( 8o ) 

demoniac — divulging prematurely his bigli 
dignity and his own dread : 
^ " Ah ! what haft thou to do with us^ 
Jesus of Nazareth ? — Art thou, come 
to dejlroy us ? — I know thee who thou 
art — THE Holy [one] of the Deity/* 
But Jefus chid him, laying : 

^ifjiaMii Jccu iisTik eI avis. 

Be muzzled, and come out op hIm ! 

'^ And tAe imfiure fjiirtty having torn 
him and cried with a loud voice, came 
out of him.'* 

" And all were amazed, fo that they 
[began] to debate with themfelves, faying : 
What is this ? what. new do£trine is this ? 
-^that he authoritatively ordereth even the 
impure fpirits^ and they obey him /*' — Mark 

Is it not extraordinary, that \ki\s lunatic 
or madman^ according to the Unitarian 
Creed, fhbuld be fo accurately informed, of 
the character of Jesus Christ — and that. 
** the wife ^nd Jirudent of the nation,** the 
Scribes and the Pbarifees — ^as they deemed 

themfclvcSj^ 
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tihemfelves, Ihould be blind thereto? — 
This fiirely is a Jlaf'adox^ more difficult of 
Iblutioil, and hard of digeftion — than any 
ttfyjlcry iii the Gofpels. 

4. But the moft aftonifhing difplay of it 
^aar fumilhed, fooii after, when bur Lord, 
in his fifft admirable parable of tht fower^ 
hstd Warned the multitude in public, and 
ex^Mned' to his difcipleS in private, the 
Wiles^of " the Devi/j Satan of the wickedy^ 
to titci away the good feed (own in their 
hearts'. (Compare the three Evangjelifis, 
MattheWy Mark and Luke.) — That fame 
evening, in his paflage acrofs the Lakfc of 
Sea oi Galilee y a ftorra was fuddcnly raifed, 
While our Lord was afleep, — perhaps by 
the Bjuler of the aerial jurifdiSiion — in 
i*venge — the particulars of which are 
thus dcffcHbed by the accurate Marky with 
a minutenefs of .detail, which is wanting 
in the more general relations of Matthew 
uaii'Luke; and which only could have 
cbMie £ix)m fbmfc fpe6tator of the ftupen* 
dews tranfeaibn— ^probably Peter^ the in- 
timate friend of Mari^ iv. 35. 

G ^' In 
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*^ In that day, when evening was comtf^ 
yefus faith unto them, het us crofs over 
to the further Jide [of the lake] ; and 
having difmiffed the multitude, they take 
him as he was^ in the fhip, and there were 
other jhips in company : and there fell a 
great guji of wind ; and the waves dafhed 
Into the Ihip, fo that it was now filling. 
And he was himfelf m the ftern, fleepiug 
on the boifter# And they roufc him, and 
fay unto him, Mafier I carejl thou not that 
we are perijhingf And when he was 
roufed, he chid the wind^ and h^ Bade 
the fea — 

Hush! — \Wxnd'\\ be instantly muzzi^ed! 

And the wind was lulled^ and there fell a 
great calm. And he faid unto them : , 

Why are ye fo timorous ? 
How ? Have ye not faith ? 

Aiod they were affrighted with great 
fright ; and faid to each other : — jiA t 
who is this ?—that even the wind and the 
fea obey him / / '' 
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« 

In this moft ftupendous tranfacbioa of 
controuling the elements themfelves, as 
the Lord of Nature— *-by two of the 
moft authoritative words that ever wem 
uttered fince the formation of light : 

and more highly figurative ahd appro-? 
priate, in the chiding of the wind, as the 
prime mover of the tetopefti hush ! — and 
the bidding of the fea, as only wrought 
upon, and therefore lefs culpable, be 
MUZZLED— then roaring like a wild- beaft 
— and not only muzzled {(fifjiM.i) as iii 
the foregoing injundion to the impure 

J^irit — but BE INSTANTLY MUZZLED ; 

which is the peculiar import of the fire* 

fent perfedi tenfe (^witpificatro) (m) as dif^ 

tinguifhed from the aorifiy and fo fuitable 

to 

{m) The fignification of the &rB: aori/l, relaten 
nfuany to /ome faft time, to what happened yow^ time 
ago} but it is often ufed as frefenty (like ypa^^ ftfM' 
Mif) and alfo as future^ with confiderable latitude of 
meanings but the prejent perfe6i is definite^ or limited 
to what has jujl now happened. This diftinftion is 
well illuftrated by Demojlbenesy De Corona, J 36. 

G Ci XrtfO" 
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to the emergency, when our Loan tras 
roufed from deep, in indignation, at fuch 
a treacherous attempt to compafi his de* 
ftrudion unawares ; can we hefitate to 
conje£hire, with all due diffidence and 
humility-^that thefe words were addrefTed 
not to the inanimate elements themfelves^ 
but to the impure /joints of the wind and 
pf the waves .^—realizing that defcriptioa 
of the PfaJmiJi^ cvii. 20—29. 

He fe^t bis Qracle and faved them ; 
jAokI refcued them from their deftru£tions«— *• 
He ftilled the tempejl into filence j 
And their waves were mute ! 
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,^^ For thefe [fcr^dces] therefore, ye Hen croumgd 
me, when Ariftonicus propofed the fame decrees pre- 
cifely, that Ctefiphon here, has new propofedj* 

This appofitepaffage^ diilinguifbing between 7/a4<^ 
and yifpafs, by the contrail of toIs and vuv, cxa£Uy cor-- 
refponds with John's ufe of thefe tenfes, in Pilat^^ 
infcripdon on the Crofs; xix. 19; — 2%» — ^pa;^B h mch 

Surely, 
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Surely, in the correfponding language of 
JLucian^ the fcoffer, but the co-adjutor, 
uniiKentionallyy of the teachers of the 
Clo4>el: 

^^ Mor§ovir^ bis enemiss wer^ muzzled.'' 
And fo may " tAc mint/lers andjiewards 

pf the divine myjieries " — to the end of 

time— • 

^ Muzxk the ignorance of fenfeUfs men /'* 

I Pet ii. 15. 

From the nice difcrimination of tenfes 
in thefe two laft inftances, I am ftrongly 
of opinion, that the critically accurate 
Marky (as the clofeft infpe6tion and com- 
panion with the reft of the Gofpels will 
find him,) has given us in both cafes, the 
original words uttered by him who ^^ /pake 
as never manfpake.^^ And Galilee abound- 
ed in Hellenijts of Grecizing Jews — whence 
it was contemptuoufly ftyled " Ocdilee of 
the Gehtiles.^^'-^This feems to be confirmed 
by the quickening words of command, in 
the Syriac language, foon after, recorded 

by Markv. 41. 

Q 3 Ta\t^« 
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^^ Damsel ailise!'' 

This gives an intereft to the defcrip* 
tions of the Evangelifts, which if render* 
ed through the mift of tranflation, muft 
be weakened. And now, let any cJaffical 
reader of tafte, let any of ShakeJ}ieare^9 
** black'letUr dogs," compare this qviell^ 
ing of the ftorm by our Lord, with Vir^ 
giPs admired defcfiption of Ne/itun^ dXtay^ 
ing the tempeft raifed by JEolus — and how 
tame and paltry does the vague and unfi,- 
nifhed threat of the heathen god appear ! 
and its wretched falling off! 

Quos ego I^Sed prisjiai motos^ componere JluGhis^ 

This fummary Iketch, which could 
calily be dilated to a volume, (and may 
perhaps, at ^ more aufpicious feafbn,) may 
fufEcp to fliow, how ** unphtlofophicalj and 
how mjchtcvous^ are the opinions " of 
Mr. Beljham concerning Christ and the 
Devil J both from ^* Reafon^ zvA Scripture 
parefylly ftudied, ajid rightly underftpod,*' 

Q. £• D, 
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The following latitudinarian pofitions 
of Belfhattty appear to have ftartled his 
Reviewers themfelves : 

*• We cannot refrain from noticing that 
among what will be deenied Jingular doc-- 
tribes J and which vnyiik, Jhock the minds 
of many ferious Chriftians ; our author 
contends^ in feveral parts of thefe letters, 
that ^ a Sabbath-^^ makes no part of 
Christianity ;" afferting that, " to a 
TRUE Christian, every day is ajabbath% 
every ^lace^ a temple ; and every aSiion of 
life^ an a£i of devotion^^ 

A Sabbath'AvLjj or day of holy refl^ con- 
iccrated unto the Lord, the Gop op 
gods — as the folemn and public teft of 
the allegiance of all his rational creatures 
— was the uniform ufage of the Patriar^ 
ehal Church from time immemorial, and 
aHb of the Jewijli^ from its earlieft infti- 
tution on the model of the Patriarchal — 
a ufage founded on the wifeft human po- 
licy, as well as on the pofitive law of re- 
velation. The profanation of the Sabbath 
therefore, or proftitution of it to fecular 
G 4 ' ufes. 
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vtCcSp was cpnfidered, from the primitive 
times, BS ^n overt a(i of high trcafon 
againfi the Majesty of Heaven ^-T-thu89 
the obfervance of the Sabbath among the 
Ifraelitcs appears to have been an old^ efta-^ 
hlijhei uia^e, prior to the grant of ths 
Law on Mount Sinaiy Exod. xvi. 23. and 
its du^ obfervance miraculoufly proyid«4 
for, in t|i§ dei^rt — by a double fupply flf 
tnattna forthe mullitude on the preceding 
day* It w^5 afterwards g\i?irded by the 
fourth CQnji»anda\ent ; and a flight breach 
thereof, even " gathtring 4 few ftich^r^ 
was puniihed with deaih^ and that by the 
exprefs command of the Oraqle, when, 
confulted by iV4&/2rj, in a cafe where the^ 
penalty had not been fpecified in the Di-. 
vine code. Numb. xv. ^^. 

By the authority of Him, who was 
** Lord even of the Sabbath^^ the primi- 
tive I^ord's day J which was Saturday^ the 
laft of the week in memorial of the Crea- 
tion having been finiftied, when the Auf 
THOR OF Nature rejied^ as it were, 
from bis " good good'' or excellent works, 

waa 
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fifUBlx^nik^^dj under the Chriftian dif^ 
p^B&tion? to Simiay^ the firft day of the 
week* as a memorial of our Lord's reiur* 
re6lion, or commencement of the Nem 
CreiUioH of the human race, on which 
^/j)&and incorruption^^ were illuftrated^ 
by Jesus Christ " ihc frfi fruits ^^-^ 
Ibe iample and the pledge of the re-unioa 
of the fouls of the faithful to incorrupt- 
ible bodies: — as fo finely explained in 
(hat jmofl fiiblime and myflerious chapteir 
on the refiirredion, i Cor, xv. contain*^ 
ing a maflerly and flupendous outline of 
the grand evidences and fcheme of Chrii^ 
tiauity. 

A Sabbath-63,y therefore conflitutes an 
efieiitiai part of Chriflianity, both by po» 
fitive command, and by all the ties of 
frivaU gratitude and public thankfgiving, 
'—** for our creation^ for our prefervatioHj 
zxiA for all, the bleifings of this life ; but 
above all, for the ineflimable love of our 
Heavenly Father, in the redemption 
ef the world, by our Lord Jesus Chriit; 
for the means of grace [by the infpiratioa 
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and guidance of his Holy Spirit], ** and 
for the hope of glory,*' [honour and im* 
mortality — refcrved in the heavens fb/ 
Aem that love God.] 
f\ Although, therefore, to a ^* true Chrif^ 
tfaHy^ living under an habitual fcnfc of 
the Divine prefence, " every day is a Sab* 
kath^" — a portion of which he will devote 
to the duties of private devotion, and 
public^ when occafion will ferve — ^yet tho 
Ltord^s day is paramount to every other^ 
and accordingly was fanftified by the iin* 
deviating ufage of the Chriftian Ghufch 
fince the refurre&ion ; — our Lord's mani^ 
feftations to his Apoftles having been re* 
markably limited- on many occafions to 
that day, on which they ." ajjembled togt^ 
iher^^ for the purpofe of Public Worfhip 
to the Father Almighty, and of cele- 
brating ?the Lord^^s Supper ^ according to 
hisiown;exprefs and dying injujnftion, iig-» 
nified by the a6t' of " breaking bread^^ — 
to" b^ celebrated " often " — thus ^^Jhewing 
(arih. the hordes death until He come *'— ^ 
iiixeiy not only until *' thq deilru^ion of 
L. : ^ the 
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the yewijb polity "—-(with Dodor Ham^ 
mondaxkd Archbifhop Ncwcome) — but until 
fais re-appearance *^ in power and great 
gbry ;'* — an old patriarchal rite, even in 
Abraham^s days, who was entertained 
with bread and wine^ and folemnly bleff- 
cd, by Melchizedek King of Salem, and 
Pricft of THE Most High God " — whole 
royal priefthood was revived upon aa ex- 
tended and infinitely enlarged fcale, by 
^^ the Apostle (Shiloh) and High 
Priest of our profeffion'*— Jesus Christ, 

But the celebration of the Lord's Sup-- 
per J silas ! makes no part of Unitarian 
worfliip— ^nd is too fatally and too ge- 
perally negledled by profeiTed Chriftians 
of the Efiabli/bed Church : — not confider* 
ing that they thereby difclaim their allc^ 
giancey as h\s faithful fubje£is — ^ahd bar 
themfelvcs from all legal right and title 
to the propitiatory " Sacrifice of the 
death of Chuist, and to the benefits 
which we receive thereby/* 

That every place is alfo a temple, to 
^c dcvQ\»t Chrifti?m, 15 true— but furely 
- : in 
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in a higher fenfe, the fanHuufy bf tkt 
Loni^^^whcrc He is confidered as taort 
{>ecaliarl7 prefent — whrre la3[name^r^ 
^ Our Father in the Heavens,'* is required 
to be ** hallowid'^ in joint worfhip. — th^ 
Temple of Solomon^ built by the Divine 
dirediion, was the wonder of the world ;— *• 
and even the magnificence of the Ark of 
the Covenant, and of the moveable 72r« 
hernacle in the wildemefs, was coiifider- 
able. ' — Our Lord himfelf frequented 
public worfhip in the Temple, arid ^ae 
felicitous to preferve it from profanation ; 
•" — and twice he cleared it from being " eoi 
houfe of merchandize^^ and ^^ a den ef 
thieves^'^-^h religion fo very rational ai 
Uniiarianifm — purely mental — is not for 
mankind in their prefent ftage of exift- 
ence ; — and the nation or people that re- 
je6t- public worjliipy will foon and deferv- 
cdly degenerate into Savagifm — the 
gloomy termination (if we confult an- 
cient hiftory and modern obfeirvation) of 
the metaphyfcal refearches of Illuminifm — 
(of all illufons the moft dangerous, be- 

7 caufo 
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^itfe moft difficult of cure)— -reje^mg 
*^ ufl gUw of thfi pdffion^ •• from religiout 
9Ad evaporating its vital fpirit, ieated ra« 
theriothe keart^^^-^^m ah honeft and 
good heart "«— and leaving nothing behind 
but the ca^ut mortuum of a cold^ fpecukt* 
tivie afient of the underjianding^ iniuffi* 
cient to influence the will and affedions, 
and to kindle that ardent and predominant 
hvt of God^ and fervour of devotioij^ en- 
joi^JEipd ^ ^^ the Jirft and great command- 
Hient.*'-:— DHcufling (and often moft irre- 
verently) the myfteries of creating, re^ 
deeming^ fcm£lifying Lovfi, with as much 
fang froid, as thofe inexplicable myfteries 
of mathematics — th? Irreducible Cafe of 
Cubic Equations in Algebra, or the Pro^ 
blem of the Three Bodies in Natural Pbi- 
lofophy fnj. —And is there not abundant 
cauie to dread the extindion of the lamjts 

of 

(n) The Irreducible Cafe o( Cardan's Rule ha» 
1>€en the difgrace of Algebra, ever fince its invention^ 
ia the year 16%^. Albbrtus Giralous complains 
^^ Hoc eft in quo aufkres hactsnus fueruni ^alde 

intricati ; 
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Df . the Chriftian Churches in Europe^ lik* 
thofe in AJia and Africa^ for the &ma 
crime of apojlacy-^oi " deferting their ^^^ 
love ? '*— Does not the religious indiffer^ 
ence of the age ftrongly refemble^^' thf 
Laodicean lukewarmnefs^^ 2ivA pfognofti^ 
cate a fimilar rejection ?-^" BecMife thoit 

art 

iniricati j ei ut verum fatcaty in re quam maxme <i^ 
fidlt. — See HAhBS^s^'AnalyJis JEquationum, p. 190. 

And of the Problem of the ibree Bodies, ot'wbidh 
Clcarauty Euler zxid D Alembert have ^"^tn afproxi^ 
mate folutions, Euler, with all the mo^Jly of a pro- 
found mathematician, confefles : — ^^ Htijus problematif 
enodatio completa omnbs analyjios vires tranfcendere 
videtur.''^^^ The difficulty confifts, in integrating 
three differential equations of the fecond order," — [or, 
in the Newtonian phrafeology, of finding the fluenit 
of three fiuxional equations of the fecond order] — as 
we learn from the well-informed Reviewer of Vince*% 
Syjlem of AJlronomy. M. R. OGob. 1798* ^^ I* — 
who, it is to be wifhed, had quoted his authwHies^ or 
the hools and pages, where he found fo much curious 
and abftrufe information relative to the Theory of TJni^ 
verfal Gravitation. Perhaps, he will be fo good as* to 
communicate them in the Literary Correfpondence of 
fome future Review, for the fake of the rifing genera- 
tion of Fbilomatbs, who afpire to become adepts in the 

Newtoman 
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I8T* tui^EWARM, and 'neither cold nor hof^ 
Imn going to spue thee out of my mouth^^ 
And what philofophical Chtiftian -^ 
v^hat rational and enlightened friend to 
true dcvQtion^ can read, without fhndder^ 
iog5 the laft of thefe more than ^^Jingular^^ 
— rf thefe nefarious — " doSirines ? ' '— 

** EvEitT 

Newtonian Astrokomt — that fpber, h^dmaid of 

IlltLXGION. 

- To complete his maflejrly detail of the tfeps fey wKicfr 
HcwUm^s bj'potbe/is of the law of gravity was converted 
IritG theory y I cannot forbear noticing the ftupendoug 
tstlcolsition^ by which Clairau^iht Coryfhieus of the 
Net^nian Syjlimoftbe PTorld^—afctniined the effeas 
of the perturbing forces of Jupker and Saturn, on the 
famous Comet of 1759, ^^ ^^^ entire revolutions back, 
m 150 years; and predifted its return to the PeriheKoriJ 
*^ about tbe'middle of jiprit jy^g,*^ afteif a retardation 
of -618 days more than the preceding period ; '^ ftipu- 
lating however for the variation of a montb from the 
computation^ on account of the quantities unavoidably 
negle^ed by the methods of approximation'*^-^ as 
may be feen in his annunciation^ Journal des Sgavansj^ 
Jan. 1759,— -And accordingly, the Comet afttially re-*- 
turned to the Perihelion, on the 13th March- 175^,' 
juft a montb, or ^2, days, fooner than the computa^ 
tion ! ! !— We may juftly indeed obferve of this famous 

Comet 
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«* EvBRV aftioii of life is an ad of dsvo« 
TiON." — Such dodfarinc— founded on the 
haitudinarian portion, — *^ that a limited 
quantity of evil (both natural and motal) 
W2ts necejfary to the produftion of fh^ 
greateil quantity of good^'^ — cotnprehend^ 
ing and embracing all " the elegant rhei 
of Paganifm '*— or of Heathen abomina- 

Comet — which the fagacious Halley^ by one of tW 
happieft giuffis that ever was realized^ concluded 
would return^ from its Perihelion, Sept. 4, 1682, after 
a Itmger feriod of 76 j^ears or more, about the end oJF 
1758 or b^innin^ of 1759 * ™^^ fortunate than 
Newton and Euler, who conjectured that it would 
return about Augujl 1757 : 

^^ Cette CoMBTE je ne pas crains le direy ^ 

^enue affurer la triomphe J^Astronomis^ et la 
gloire de Tesprit hum ain/' 

Biffertat. La Lande, Mem. Acad, lyfyi 

See Halbs's Dtjfertatio de Mottbus Planeiaruni »r 
OrUbus excentricisy 1782, for a fuller account. 

N. B. Does not this infallible calculation of CUi^ 
raui cla(h with the afTumptions of M^. Bojfut andl- 
tie ha Place, *^ that the mutual action of the fevettj 
{iurt«^ the fyftem can produce no acceleration in th^/ 
metmrntionf'* 
^ M. Review of Vince's Afironomjr, p^ ijfo* 

tions, 
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ticns, portrayed in fuch licentious colouM 
by a Rtynal or a Gibbon^ is rather befitting 
Si prieft of Molodhi a difciple of Bacchus^ 
or a votary of the Paphian /^/^//j— than of 
any feft pr denomination of Tbeijis or of 
Chriftians. 

And now, after ^this furtimary (and I 
truft not unfair nor intemperate) inffiec^ 
tion of only two leading articles in Mr. 
Beljham\ letters— fent forth, like Pandora^ s 
box, for a new year's gift to an unluf- 
pedling public — let the whole aiTeitiblcd 
corps of Monthly Reviewers revife, with 
what complacency they may— fitting in 
their ^^^armed chairs '* — (formerly arm-^ 
or elbow-chairs^ — their general commen- 
dation of this publication : 

** Taken altogether ^ Mr. Beljham^s let- 
ters are not only extremely candid^ but they 
evince a critical knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, and a profundity of thought and re- 
flexion; and thofe who have read the 
** Praaical View " (of Mr. Wilberforce) 
ought, in jujiice to themf elves y to perufe. 
this fpirited examination of it ; which is 
H written 
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written without any fear of mans juJg^ 
tnenty but (in an entire confidence in the 
truth of the Chrijlian religion ! ! !) chaU 
lenges the fulleji enquiry T 

Mr. Beljham (who, we are informed, is 
*' ajlrenuous Unitarian^') ftrongly refcnts 
Mr. W.'s fevere refledion on Unitarian- 
ifm — as " a fort of half '-way houjh be- 
tween orthodoxy and infidelity " — an cx- 
preflion which the Reviewers alfo re- 
prehend as '^beneath Mr. /^"-— What 
will both fay to the Inspector .^ who 
reprehends it alfo — as not half Jirong 
enough, — Mr. JV. might fafely have gone 
the whole way, without mincing matters, 
^ — In thefe " dangerous days^^ and in the 
urgency of this preffing hour, when not 
the outworks but the citadel of Chriftian 
faith is affailed, by all the combined and 
"formidable powers of genius and learnings 
wit J ridicule^ methodifm^ ribaldry ^ calumny 
and blafjihemy — we may well exclaim, lijce 
the intrepid Elliot during the laft unri- 
valled defence of Gibraltar — waving a 
falute while the enemy's balls were 

9 whiftling 
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Whiftling around :— " Mind your bujinefs^ 
Gentlemen, there is no ceremony on a 
battery:^ 

And what is Unitarianism ?— After 
the moft diligent inipedion, for fome 
^years paft, I can compare it to nothing 
but the heterogeneous Monfter^ or Mer^ 
maid — defcribed by Horace^ with a fair 
,face and fifh's tail : 

^* ut turpiter atrum 

Definat in ptfcem, mulier formofa fupeme/' 

Whence Milton appears to have borrowed 
his famous defcriptipn of Sin. 

If you alk Price — It admits the Jire^ 

.exigence and dignity of Jesus Christ, in 

,the fuUeft degree ; and yet, rather incon- 

fiftently, denies him religious worjhip at 

tpr^fept, as being only " a deified man II V^ 

Sfrmonsj p. 48, 69 and 143. 

If you ?ilk Wakefield — It admits the 
miraculous conception of Jesus Christ, 
and alfo his worfiiip ; but it peremptorily 
denies his fire-exifience — afferting, with a 
temejrity the moft fhocking, 

Hz '' That 



:.e-:...Oi. 
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** That an Eternal Son^ is a contradic-- 
tion in terms, and downright nonfenfc !! I " 

Enquiry^ p. 43. 
In daring defiance of prophecy : 

■ ■ > ^ whofe iffues [of life] are from old. 
From days of eternity. ^^ Micab v. a. 

And whofe prlmaval birih^ under the 
charadler of Wisdom perfonified, is thus 
inimitably defcribed : 

^^ The Loud got me, the beginning of his way. 
Before his works of old ; 
Vrom eternity was I ordained, from firft. 
Long before the earth : 

When as yet there were no depths [of the fea] * 
/ was horn ; 
When as yet there were no fountains teeming 

with water. 
Before the mountains were eftabliflied, before the 

hills. 
Was I bom.** Prov. vii!. M. 

Blindly and illufively deciding on the 
** incomprehenjible'''^ relation of the Fa- 
ther Almighty, to " the Son of his 

LOVE." 

^^ No one intimately hnoweth (g^rJIvwa^^fi) THE Son 
Except THE Father; 

Nor 
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Nor intimately Inowetb any the Father 
Except THE Son ; and to whomfoever the Son 
Is pleafed to have revealed.'* Matt, xi. 37. 

And whofe priftine dignity and tranfcen- 
dant exaltation are thus defcribed in the 
following luminous paflage; which Price, 
Serm. p. 137, &c. juftly confiders as " the 
moft decijive text of all : " Phil. ii. 5, &c. 

*^ Let this Powly] mind be in youy 
Wfeich was alfo in Christ Jesus :— 
WhPj though fubfifting in a divine fornix 
Reckoned to he Godlike, not a matter of 
Vfurpation, [to be feized, ] but [of reward rather. 
To be earned I and therefore,] exhauJiedYiimitlf, 
Affuming a fervile form, being made in human 

likenefs ; 
And having been found in figure as a man^ 
He bumbled himfelf, becoming obedient 
Unto death, evei^ death by crucifixion : 

- — Wherefore?, The Deity alio, [in 
reward of fuch exemplary humiliation j 
liich meritorious obedi^nce^ ti^anfcendantly 
exalted hiniy ^nd granted him the name 
ABOVE every name : That in the name 
of Jesus every knee fhould bow, of celef- 
tialj terreftrial and infernal [beings], and 
H 3 every 
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every tongue phfefs that Jesus Christ 
is LoitD; to God the Father's glory/* 

And how admirably is this feconded, by 
that other brilliant paflage — the magnifi- 
cent introduction of the E/itfile id ih& 
Hebrews : 

** The Deity having, in divers degrees 
and fundry ways [of revelation], j^S^^^^iir of 
old to the Patriarchs in the Pro]?HETS ; 
at laft, in thefe days, fpake urtto us ih a 
Son, whom He made heir of all; through 
whom alfo He made the ages [or difpenf- 
ations of his providence] : 

" Who, (being an effulgence of his glory ^ 
and a chara&er of his fubjijiance^ and up.-- 
holding the univerfe by the Oracle of his 
power,) having, /^r(?ag-^ himfelf madeyii;^* 
rifcation of our Jins^ fat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on High : being 
made fo much higher in rank than the 
Angels J as He hath inherited a more dif* 
tinguiflxed name than they." 

And how well this tranfcendant exalta^ 
tion as well as original dignity of Jesus 
Christ was underftood ia the apojiolic 

age. 
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age, we learn from the following admir- 
able comment on thefe two moft luminous 
paflkges^ by Clemens Romanus^ the intimate 
friend and " fellow-labourer " of Paul^ of 
whom fuch honourable mention is made 
in the foregoing Epiftle to the Philijipians^ 
iv. 3. as one of thofe whofe " names are 
regiftered in the book of life^ 

S'TTaipo/jiBviOf STTi TO 'SFoifjLviov ccvju. To aKYiTrlpov 
rn9 [iifa?ioo(rvvns T»©g5?, Kt;pi^^jLcwXpi<r^ 

7i(pacMioig9 xcUTTS^^ SvpociJiev®^y uXKet TX7reivo(ppot)Vy 
OCOi^W TO TffVBVfJLCt TO d^iov TSTept oivln e?iOi?ifiarcp. 

" For of the lowly minded is Christ, 
not of thofe that exalt themfelves over 
his little flock. Our Lord Christ Je- 
svs, the Sceptre of the Majesty of the . 
Deity, came, not in the pomp of arro- 
gance, nor of oftentation, how ablefoever^ 
but lowly minded; according as the. 
Holy Ghost fpake concerning him *' (in 
the Miid chapter oi IfaiaK). ^ . ./ 

Fpr this moft important atteftation of 

the primitive Roman Church, I was firft 

H 4 indebted 
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indebted to Priejlley^s Hijl. Ojiin. vol. u 
p. 94* where it is imperfedlly trandated-^ 
the firft and moft important title of Chrifl 
— " the Sceptre of the Majefty of THE 
Deity " — ^being omitted. 

How it was poflible for this Herejtarcby 
with fuch dazzling evidence before his 
eyes, to pen the following paflage, in his 
Letter to a Young Man^ II. p. 28, is to 
me utterly inconceivable : 

" Now the greateft corruption of Chris- 
tianity, and one that, in Mr. Evanfotis 
opinion as well as my own, is the founr 
dation of moft of the reft, was the exalt-, 
ation of the perfon of Jesus Christ to 
the rank of a fujier angelic Being, or pf 
God!!!** 

And if, now, you aik Priejiley and his 
followers, Lindfey^ Evanfon^ Williams^ 
&c. &c. what is Unitarianifm f they will 
tell you. It denies the pre-emfient dignity^ 
the miraculous conception^ and the religi<ius 
voorjhip of Jesus Christ, (which they 
d^re to call idolatrous ! ) and maintains 
Jiis ^^ fmple humanity ^^ as they term it— - 
/ |)ecaufe 
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becaufe " they will believe nothing, the 
manner and caufes of which they cannot 
comprehend ;" and who therefore, as 
Price (hrewdly remarks — " muft be in 
the way to believe nothing at alL''^ 

Serm. p. 141. 
Againft the credibility of the miraculous 
conception — Priejiley urges the following 
weak objeftions: Hiji. 0/iin. IV. p. 17. 

1. ** That it was a miracle abfolutely 
Jipgular in its nature, there being nothing 

like it in the hiftory of the Old or New 
Teftament ;" — overlooking moll ftrangely 
the extraordinary cafes of the birth of, 
I, John the Baptifii 2. of Ifaac^ when 
the parents were " old and well ftricken 
in years " — Sarah full ninety years of age 
-wand both fhe and Elizabeth barren be- 
fore ; 3. the cafe of Eve^ born without a 
fMther ; and, 4. of Adam^ born without 
father or mother ^ and therefore the imme- 
diate 'y Son of Godr Luke iii. 38. 

2. ** That it does not appear to be 
adapted to anfwer any good jiurpofe what- 
ever ; but, on the contrary, a manifeftly 

bad 
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bad one ; r. in making our Saviour's Mcf- 
fjahihip too foon and too generally known ; 
or, 2. expofing his mother to undeferved 
reproach." 

-^-One good purpofe^ at leaft, we learn 
from Wakefield \ Enquiry^ &c. p. 49. 

** And yet, who now (hall venture to 
fpecify the peculiar ^wr^ft^j of Providence 
in this extraordinary deviation from the 
courfe of nature, in behalf of the Chrijiian 
difpenfation ? How can we preflime to 
decide upon fuch a topic, when Revelation 
herfelf is filent? It can be no crime how- 
ever in a lover of the Gofpcl to iuggeft, 
with becoming diffidencey what might ppf- 
libly be one object of this contrivance of 
the Almighty : It appears to have been 
his will to exhibit a jierfedi pattern of 
human virtue^ to which the followers of 
Jefus might endeavour to form their con- 
duft. Heb. iv. 15, and vii. 26. 

** Is it then improbable, that a genera- 
tion different from that of common mor- 
tals — who all go out of the way — of whoni 
there is none good^ no not ^one — might be 

abfolutely 
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abfolutely ejfential to the accomplifhmcnt 
of this purpofe ? 

^* But this muft be allowed to be a very 
fublime and myjlerious fubje6:; and we 
know from good authorit}-, that in the 
fchcme of Chrijiianityy there are other 
things ^^ hard is be underfiood^^ 2 Pet. 
iii. 16. — and things which angels dejire 
io look into, i Pet. i. 1 2." 

Jijic omnia /— — 

But *^ Revelation is not filcnt on the 
topic ;*' ~ (he mentions other ftill more 
important ends: — i. " ^ov^, once for all^ 
in the completion of the ages, [or divine 
difpenfations,] hath He been manifefted 
for the abolition of Jin, through thefacrificc 
of Himfelfi " — Heb. ix. 26. — Christ 
Jbsus ; who was born unto us. Wisdom 
PROM God, arid Righteousness, and 
Sanctification, and Redemption ** — 
I Cor. i. 30. — " to whom (Gentiles) hath 
been allotted a faith equivalent to ours 
(Jews) through our God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ's righteoufncfe,'' 2 Pet. 1. 1. 

^" We 
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-•^<< We entreat you, for Christ's (ake, 
be reconciled to The Deity : who made 
Him, though not knowing Jiri^ b, Jin offer-- 
ingy for our fakes ; that we might become 
God's righteousness, through Him/* 
2 Cor. V. 21. — Who was indeed — " thb 
Lord our righteousness '* (Iah-oh)^ 
Jer. xxiii, 6. — *' For The.Deity having 
raifed up His Son Jesus — (that righteous, 
branch of David's line), fent Him forth, 
to i/efs us, (both Jews and Gentiles,) in 
turning away eack from our wichdncffci.^ 
A£ls iii. 26. 

** LiNDSEY,*' we are told, ^^ bath 
proved, almoji to a demonftration^ that the 
name lah^oh^ (as lehovah is more cor- 
reftly pronounced by the Clarian Oracle, 
law,) is appropriated to The God and 
Father OF all, and is in no on^ inji^tnce 
applied to Christ ;"^-in exprels defistnce 
of the foregoing text of Jeremiah^ where 
it can be applied to no other ! I ! — How 
iuch " learned and worthy authors,'* as 
Lindfey and the Unitarian lay-tranflator 
oi Jfaiahy Note on Ifaiah\i. i. could be 

fo 
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io purhlindy is amazing — and a melancholy 
proof that ** partial blindnefs hath indeed 
befallen our Brittjli Ifrael'' — And how 
both himfelf, and the Father oi Englifi 
Unitarianifm — the pious and worthy 
Clarke^ Trinity No. 597. could not dif- 
cern •* the true meaning " of the fublime 
vifion of the evangelical prophet Ifaiah^ 
vi. I. that ** THE REGENT [Lord] whofe 
glory he faw," was Jesus Christ, as ex- 
prelsly afferted by John xii. 41. and un- 
derftood by the celebrated Cyril of Jeru- 
' falem, (who died, A. D. 386,) in the fol- 
lowing quotation, given by Clarke him- 
felf: 

Toy Ualepa /isv yaf nhtg supcpis vottoIs' 
^O ik ru npoftSfi role favugy «i®" w. 

'* [Gob] THE Father, no one ever /aiv:*' 

{John I 18.) 
^^ But He who tben appeared to the Prophet, was 
THE Son." 

By a fophifm unworthy of fuch a fcho- 
lar, Clarke takes the word ^^ faw^^ in 
the two different fenfes of " beholding^^ 
and ^^ forefeeingy^ in the fame breath ! ! 

When 



( ^lo ) 

When ** Efaias faw the glory of GoD 
THE Father, revealing to him the catp- 
ing of Christ, he then faw the glory of 
Him who was to come in the glory of 
HIS Father, Matt. xvi. 27,. [snd alfo in 
** his own," Luke ix. 26.] — E/tfiW, in 
beholding the glory of God, and in receiv- 
ing from him a revelation of the coming 
of Christ, faw (that is, forefaw) the 
glory of Christ ; juft as Abraham faw 
(that xs^forefaw) His day, ^nd was rglad.*' 
yohn viii. ^6. 

" How eafy and natural is this inter- 
pretation ! " — obferves the worthy /ay;f^<i». 
-r-*' It is wonderful indeed," — to rctoft 
his cenfure of Bifhops Lowth and Pearce^ 
— " how fuch learned and ^^(>/ men ", (as 
I verily efteem Clarke and the Lajiif^m) 
ihould have fatisfied themfelves xxxfhutting 
their ^yes- againft the cleareft light, and iim- 
thus offering to the world an interpret atiof^ 
which they muft [might rather] have 
known to be liable to fuch great ^aod [in- 
fuperable] objeflions." — Surely ** thyeir 
eyes were Aolden^ that they might :not 

intimately 
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intimately know him— Christ" — (€7rc- 
yvmai* JLuie xxiv. i6.) 

Such were the gooJ and gracious pur- 
pofes aniwered by our Lord's manifefta- 
tion in the flefh. And as to Priejiley\ 
iecond branch of the latter objedion, our 
Saviour's Mejftahjhip was efFedually fe- 
curcd from being toofoon and too generally 
known, by the apparent meannefs of his 
flation in life, as the reputed " Carpenter's 
Son^* — by his refidence in the defpifed 
province of Galilee^ remote from the fceqe 
and wonders of his birth ; while wedlock's 
facred name Ihielded from " unmerited re-- 
proach^y the fair fame of " the chofen 
*^ Virgin " — his mother, — according to 
prophecy. If a. vii. 14, fb finely interpreted 
of her by the Archangel Gabriel^ Luke i. 
26 — 27^ — ^A.nd thus was Jesus, of *' the 
btm/e and line male of David *^ — {-urcclpixi) 
the " Heaven-born King of the Jews^^ — 
by his legal father's fide, and therefore 
the rightful heir to the crown ; while by 
his r€al mother's fide, who was of " the 
daughters 6f Aaron^^ as well as her coufin 

Elizabeth^ 
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^izabetk^ he was legally entitled to the 
High Priejlbood alfo ; and " the Prophet 
like unto Mofes^^ of the tribe of Levi. 
See Malachi ii. 4 — 7. 

The laft an^ moft ferious article of 
debate between Trinitarians and Unita- 
rians^ becaufe not of a fpeculativc but 
pradical nature, is the religious wor- 
ship OF Jesus Christ. And although 
the foregoing ftatement of the antecedent 
dignity, and fubfequent exaltation, of' the 
Great Author and Finifher of our Faith — 
appointed to be the " righteous judge 
OF ALL THE earth/' and the sove- 
reign arbiter OF our destinies, un- 
der eyery age or difpenfation^ will fiirely 
juftify it, on the footing of reafon and 
intereji\ yet I fhall adduce a few addi- 
tional arguments in its favour. 

I. From the C7>//V^r/^;/ fchool : — in the 
following excellent argument of Wakefield^ 
on the fupplication of the firft martyr, 
Stephen — Enquiry^ p. 6y. 

'* Lo ! " faid the holy martyr, in the 
triumph of his faith — *' I perceive the 

Mavens^ 
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iiowhJt opened^ and ti^b Son of MaiI 
Jlanding at the right hand of THE Deity'* 
•*iif said' wliy tiot vifibly /] — ** And they 
jhmed^SttAhtn^ invoking [tHe Lord] and 
ikying: Lomx) Jesus, receive my J^iirit t ^* 
^—; *By thft pjirafc —fitting on the right 
hand^^iia the Hebrew language al^ de- 
noted ponver and dignity. And we arc 
kifbrmed {Matt, xxviik i8. iSphef. L 22.) 
dmt Jbsvs was now entrufted with ^^ all 
^mthority^^ to manage the Church which 
fie had lately planted. He was the Mb-* 
DtATOR — ^Hc was THE HiGH Priest, ap^ 
pointed to offer up the Spiritual Sacrifice 
<^ firis PEOPLE, at the throne of nils 

,FaTHER ANiD THEIR FATHER, OF HIS 

God AND THEIR God — [His in 2l pecu^ 
liar fenfe, as diftinguifhed from their.] 
John XX. 17. By virtue of this high 
office, " honour and glory and blejjing and 
pwoer^^ may be afcribed to Him, as in 
ievcral paflages of the New Teftament, 
« Fet. iii. 18. Kev. i. 6. and v. 13. and 
perhaps elfewhere ; and ** prayer may be 

I prefented. 
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prcfentcd, as to the fole agent between. 
God and Man^^ .^ I 

2. And that prayer was actually pre» 
jfented to him by the Primitive ChunbyiNt^ 
Team from the eleftion of Matthias ia the 
place of the traitor Judas j ABs i. 24. 

— ^^ And praying to [J^rM] they faid: 

Thou, L0RD9 SEARCHER OF ALL HEAKTS, 

(hew of thefe two \candidates'\ which one 
Thou haft chofen, &c." — ^That the Lorb 
here meant, was Jesus Christ^ is con- 
firmed, from the parallel cafe of the elec$ 
tioa of Elders for the Churches oi Afia 
Minor y whom Paul and Barnalas^ " after 
they had ^rtfy^^ with fafting, " commanded 
unto the Lord, on whom they had^ be^ 
lieved^^ A£ls xiv. 23. This is decifive. — 
And our Lord himfelf authoritatively de^ 
clares to the Seven Churches of AJia Mi» 
nor^ Rev. ii. 23. 

— "And all the Churches fhall know 
that I AM the searcher of reins and 
hearts ; and I will give unto each of you 
according to your works.'' r 

3- The 
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^ 5. The highly gifted Apoftle Paul ex- 
prefsly fupplicated Christ for relief from 
feme ** thorn in the fejh '* — which ob- 
ftrufted, as he imagined, the fucccfs of 
his miniftry, by expofing him to ridicule. 
— ** Upoii this account, thrice be/ought I 
THE Lord, that it might be removed 
from me. Biit He faid unto me : ** My 
grace is fufficient for tbee^ for my power 
is perfeSed in infirmity.^'' — Moft chearfuUy 
Aerefore (proceeds the Apoftle) will I 
rather exult in my infirmities^ that " the 
POWER OF Christ may refi upon me'^ 
. 2 Cor. xii. 8. 

4. And if we afcend to the heavenly 
manfidns with the mighty myftagogue 
yohny what an amazing and ftupendous 
congregation of the joint worfliippers of 
the Lord God Omnipotent, and of 
THE Lamb that was flain, appears in and 
throughout the Apocalypfe ! And that 
this alfo was the ufage of the Primitive 
Churchy appears from the mofl ancient 
Litanies extant, and from the writings 
of the Apofiolic Fathers y and the earlier 
I ? Heretics. 
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Heretics. Even the Socinians (Ji<J not re^ 
jed the religious worlhip of Jefus Chrift-^— 
THAT was referyed for ^' ftrenuous Unit^f- 



riani.^^ 



^^ HaM, Son OP Goi>, Saviour of men ! thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my fong ' 
Henceforth \ and never (hall my harp tfy fraiff 
Forget, nor from thy Father*& fraife diijom I *' 

Miltm. 

I fliouU now proceed to the third and 
laft head of the gigantic fpe6tre-r-GEiiMAN 
iLL-UMiNisM-^the moft mifchievoiis per- 
haps^ efpecially among the Literati of a 
higher .clafs, and Rib Heal critics, becaufe 
the moft learned, the moft ingenious and 
the moft induftrious, and confequently 
the moft difficult of infp66lion, in a p^ 
pular way : But, 

^' A little learning is a dangerous thing : 
Drink deep or tafte not the Pierian fpring.*' Fop$^ 

Indeed, to infpe£i the various cells of 
this voluminous head, even fummarily, 
with any degree of accuracy proportioned 
to its importance, requires not " a little 

harningy'' 
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iearning^^ and much •more room than the 
faftidioufncfs of the public, at this inau- 
fpicious (eafbn of rebellion^ ^warfare and 
unien^ will admit. Perhaps a more cri- 
tical and fcientific inveftigation of the 
principles of German Hypercriticifm^ may 
be offered fbon to learned theologians, 
both Grecian and Oriental^ in a feparate 
work, ** in a more ^uejiionable fhape," 
from an Emeritus Profejfor^ and therefore 
better entitled to ferious confideration and 
a fufficient " anfwer " by the whole corps 
of German and Englijh Profejfors and Re^ 
viewersj than an anonymous Inspector 
fighting in invifible armour. 

Some " Sjiicilegia^^ however, in Grr- 
man phrafe, from tlie Learned of the three 
Philofophizing Schools of Europe^ may be 
felefted from the mafs ; " gleanings " 
which may aflift the Englijh reader to 
form fome eftimate of the nature of th^ 
Beafl, in the following Part. 

END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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M indici, Mhmi, &ilap:§nssy boc genus omru'^ 
Ikfrwjum turpe, fpeciofum pelle aecord : 
^Hjfirt efi farrago libellL 
A«, Tu^c^ 0tmad caniAm et nqflrum illudvivere trifib^^ 
^^TunCf tunc ignofdie ! — -P. Nolo. 

Jvr., HOR. P£M$. 
^* "Sew^iXt of Palss PaoPHBTs ;--— 
Who come unto you in fheep's cloathing, 
But inwiardly are. ravening wolves : *'— - 
*^ Fox> as thcfe were faj/^ rropkets among the people 
[pilpael']^ 
S«en:fo, ihall there be Falfe Teachers among^otf ;''•**• 
** Who fliall foift in ILsreJies of Perdition .•"— 7- 
<^ Ftl/e Atdftlesy Deceitful mirkersy transforming 
• lliemfelves into Christ^s Apojlles :-«-and by fine 
Words, and fair Speeches, perverting the Heart 

Of the Simple:'' 

^^Br THBiR BBVJTa Ihall ye iktimatblt know 
them." Jesus Christ, P£T£R, Paul. 



TjSf every age of the Patriarchal and 

Evangelical Church, or — General Af^ 

feoQJbly of the wife aod good upon earth— ^ 

** who. 
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— ** who, in EVERY NATION, do fear 
God and work righteoufnefs^^ A&s x. ^^^ " 
—the grand batteries of Falfe Phikfofiky 
and Falfe Religion have been varionfly 
and unremittingly levelled, both open and 
mafked, againft the Canonical Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teftament, which 
compofe that precious repofitory of truth' 
and right — ^The Bibi^e — ^that impregnable 
fortrefs of Patriarchal and Evangelical 
faith and praSice : — malicioufly or wan* 
tonly aiming to overthrow or undermine 
their authority y either in the whole or in 
part, becaufe they obftinately militate 
againft their own favourite pofitions and 
paradoxes; and more efpecially, in the 
prefent boafted Age of Reason, bu]t dc-, 
cKning Age of Faith ; fo abfiirdly rejefting 
the gracious boon of Divine Revela- 
tion; when " the Venders of Literary 
Toifor!^—!. e. Bookfellers ; and " Witlings^^ 
^^ Methodifsy^ and " Hyper critics'"^ among 
authors of no fmall celebrity, unahimoufly 
confpire, however at variance with each 
other, ** to crufh Christianity," aad 

fap 
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lap the foundations of true Religiok 
and sound philosophy. 

The French School, with Voltaire at 
their head, would gladly fweep away the 
whole 'Bible, root and branch, from off 
the feoe of the earth ; leaving nothing 
behind, but the Book of Nature^ or vifiblc 
works of Creation — and the reveries of 
unailifled Keafon^ for the regulation of^ 
our feith and morals :— of this School, the 
loweil, but not leaft mifchievous retainer 
is Fmne. 

The German School, ranking under the 
celebrated Michaelis^ Eichhorn^ Dathe^ &c. 
are fetisfied to lop off fome of the main 
branches, of thie Old 7 efiament principally ^ 
and to methodize the remainder, by all 
th*=vag?iries of hypercriticifmu 

The Englijh School, under Priejiley^ 
Wakefield^ &c. wifii to curtail fiich parts 
of the New TeJIament^ and methodize 
ethers, as militate againft their favourite 
but jarring tenets, falfely denominated 
IThitarian; though Ibme over " ftrenuous'* 
(J^t^riaps, ]i)4ced, wQuld go nearly as far 

as 
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as Paine and the French Schbol ; zsEvom^. 
fon^ &c. 

This Part fhall be appropriated to thp 
infpeftion of a few of the moft glaring* 
•* idle ajfertions^^ refpe6lmg the authenr 
tictiy or genuineilefs, the credibility of 
internal evidence, and the integrity oi 
freedom from adulteration, either by triti- 
tilation or interpolation of material pitts 
and paflages of Ho/y JVritj culled from 
" the works ^^ of the three Philofbphiaung 
Schools, according to the original plan of 
this publication. 

I. Gedi>£s^ that various Hngiuf^, In his 
^ faithfut [Erfi] Tranjlatim '' of the i*- 
hrew Scriptures ; of which he has hither tty 
publiflied the Pentateuch^ and Hifiotfcai 
Books, ift two- volumes; has undertalen, 
in the curious Cojhiogonyy prefixed,. Pref^. 
p. V. to vt&iff t^e Mo^cal divifiod a£ 
time. By ordinary commebtatars, ** the 
evening an^ tmrning^^ y^hvch compofed' 
the civil ^^ day^'^ of twenty-four hours," 
are generally underftood to^* denote the 
7 natural 
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natural night and natural day ; and fb was 
it underftood by the Greeks, calling the 
compound ru^Sif/xf/Jof.— And from this/r/V 
tnfval diviiion, moib of the ancient nations 
began their civil day ztfun-^fetj or rather 
about an hour after, at the commencement 
of the evening twilight^ when xhc Jiars 
&ft become vifible— as among' the Jews : 
— Kat SoCffaJov We^toerxg, " And the Sab^ 
bath was going to dawn.^^ Luke xxiii. 54, 
X^X"~^^t " ^^^ ;vaf//oiJ^/ commentator, 
whom Britain has at length found in her 

Geddes '*— * 

(tf) The great Importance of this celebrated text, 
determining, by a natural and moft expreffive meafure 
of time, the completion of our Lord's fimeral obfequies, 
on the evening of Good Friday y the day of the cmci- 
iIxionr*-«which is poorly defended, as a *^ Catachrejisy^ 
•—(a rhetorical figure, fanftioning— ^^ a blunder** )'"^ 
by the Orthodox — ^Archbifliop Newcomers Harmony 
— *^ ufed figuratively and improperly y though elegantly 
and fignificantly enough V* — LAkDNER. — requires aij 
abler vindication tp fatisfy acuter critics. Marjb's 
Micbaelisy yci. i. p. 406* 

Th« following pi£hirefque and glowing defcription of 
the luminoufne/s of a nocturnal fky in the IVe/l Indies^ 
by thie eloquent £dwabi>s, during the vernal feafon^ 

may 
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M. R. — ^tells us gravely, that ** an entire^ 
revolution of light and darknefs was de- 
nominated " me day^^ ** the cvenmg^^ 

being 

may be transferred to the ferene climates of Syria and 
FBleftim: 

^^ The ni^ts at tbisfeafon^ are tranfcendantly bcfti- 
tiful. Tlie cleameis of the heavens^ the fereni^ of die 
w*^ and the foft tranquiUity in which Nature repofies, 
contribute to harmonize the mind^ and produce tte 
mod calm and delightfid fenfations. The inoeAi too m 
thefe climates difplays far greater radiance than in jBv* 
rope I Hi^fmallejl print is legible by her light.* And 
in the moon's abfence, her fimdion is not ill fiipidied 
hy the brightnefs of the milky <way ; and by that glo- 
rious planet Venus, which here q)pears like a little 
moon^ and glitters with fo refulgent a lulfare a» to a^ 
ajbade from trees, buildings, and other objefts : mak- 
ing fuU amends for the fhort flay, and abrupt departure 
of the crepufculum or twilight*' — [in countries nearer 
to the -/Equator.] 

Luke therefore^ bimfelf a Syrian j m the verb sTcefmoMif 
intimadng '^ the dawn offngbt,* introduced an ufual 
and natural Syriafm'y thus tranflating the Hebrew and 
Sjnriac verb nabar, '' iUucefcebaty' as it occurs in, the 
(ame fenfe, in a Syriac quotation fiimifhed by the 
learned Orientalifl Micbaelis^ from AJJemanrCs BiUia- 
tbeca Otientalis, tor^. i. ^•2i3.*<-^ting a traniiEidicHi 

as 
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being the term of light ; and ** the morn^ 
Jng '* the term oidarknefs ;*' — thus literally 
** putting darknefs for light, and light for 
darknefs/' — This may, perhaps, be an 

error 

as happening ^^<m the Sabbath, at the eleventh hour, 
us the firjl day oj the week was going to dawn^^^'^^ 
^^thc eleventh hour*'— (beginning about funfet,) — 
Sahhato ^xeunte et Dominica ineunte, ^^ as /<&< Sahlatb 
(or Saturday) was expiriqg, and the Lord*s Day (or 
Sunday) cojjamencing *' — (i. e, between y«w/2r/ and 
4wilightJ — as paraphrafed by the tranflator. Sec the 
Briti/b Critic, Aug. 1794. p. 174. 

This valuable quotation refcues the Evangelift from 
.an imputed yo/^o/^; the Greek claflics appropriating 
the verb imfwrna, *' inlucejco," to the morning twi^ 
light} as it is alfo applied unequivocally by Matthew, 
Xxviit« I. Tij $mfa<rx8a7f, ^^ at tb^ dawning mom;"— • 
where tht*Philoxenian Syriac verfion renders it by the 
£une Syriac verb nabar; eftablifhing the ufe of the 
' verb in both fenfes, as applicable both to the evening 
and marmng dawns ; and where Matthew therefore, 
to guard againft the ambiguity, and appropriate th^ 
verb to the morning dawn, ufes the adjunft^ c^g 2aC- 
CeQw, " late after the Sabbath/'-^or ft good while after 
the Sabbath-day had ended with the preceding evening 
twilight : exactly according with .AriJIotle^s phrafe— 
inrofncwiffy^ t^-^^^ fublucefcente aurord/' — ^^ while the 
• mgm was dawning .'"-^wherc this philofopher mofe 

accurately 
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error of the firefs ; though . miftdtieel 
among the errata^ znA pervading thfc 
whole paragraph : — but otherwile— ** iF 
the light that is in thee be darkness, ho#^ 
great is that darknefs ! ! ! ** 

II. The advocates for Savagifm^ by a 
prepofterous tafte, in the midft of ckri/i^ 
zatioHj both of the ancient and ililodei^ 
Epicurean fchools — Lucretius^ Horace^ Scc. 
RouJfeaUj Condor cet^ Monboddo^ &ic, recede 
ing from the philolbphy of Homer and 

Heja, 

accurately exprefles the ifluing of ^^ the light** of the 
fun, from '^ beneath** the horizon; fo fcientifically 
expreffed by Lule^ in C(Hiformity with the pureft Attic 
writers, ThucydtdeSy &c. by the concife and d^ant 
phrafe, o^d^« pa6B0iy ^^ while the dawn was deep "—or ' 
the rifing fun deep funk beneath the horizon ; the verib 
sTTipua-Ku being more ftri£Uy applicable to the light of 
the ftars ifluing from above the horizon. — Such is tfie 
extreme accuracy of that confummate Grecian, Luke; 
whofe inimitable Preface to his Gofpel, addrefled to 
Theophilus, rivals Xenophon, in compound and decom- 
pounded terms, and in rotundity of ftyle, as much as it 
cxcells him in condenfation of matter. 

Thefe remarks may expofe the idlenefs of WaiefieUfB 
traoilation of Luke xxiii. 54^ and his Rabbinicdi gkifo: 

« The 
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Hejiody who confidered language^ or " ^r- 
ticulate fpeechy'' as the proud chara6teriftic 
of the human race — fjLepoTcay av^p^yrcavi 
and of Pythagoras^ Plato^ Cicero^ Ovid^ 
&c. who rightly confidered it as a divine 
faculty, and the " gift of God'' himfelf 
in the firft inftance ; degrading matty made 
in the image and likenefs of God, the 
lord and the prieft of this lower world, 
and the heir of immortality, to a level 
with the beafts that peri(h-r-ranking it no 
higher than the braying of ajGTes, the 

— ^^ The Sabbath was lighting upy^ — i. e. with the 
candles which the Jews light juft before fix in the 
evening, when the Sabbath commences/* — ^A paltry, 
glimmering, occafional, local light, inftead of 

*^ The fpangled heavens, a Jhining frames 
Their great Original proclaim !" 

''"every night, to half the globe at the fame inftant of 
time : — ^For the foregoing Syriafm eftabliflies the ufe 
of the phrafe, when the Sabbath ends, and Sunday 
commences ; on which occafion furely the Jews light 
no candles. It is ftrange how Wakefield could follow 
fuch an ignis fatuus ! rejefting the light of the Jlarsy 
addpted by the moft judicious commentators, Ham^ 
mxmdy Grotiusy Cruden^ Sec. 

K grunting 
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grunting of hogs, the cackling of gecfe, 
or the chattering of apes — the mere natU'- 
ral or iiiftinftive expreffion of the dejires 
and wants of a herd of ajfocidted favages^ 
formed by mutual confent for their com- 
mon inter&Ji ! ! 

How finely is this " crazy wijdom^^ 
and orang-outang philofophy, refuted by 
anticipation,^ in the firft pages of Holy 
Writ I — reprefeiiting Adam^ the firft man, 
as " giving names '* to all the various 
tribes (Jf Animals, by the divine appoint- 
ment, affembled before him ; and this too 
in his foUtary ftate, before the formation 
of Eve — ** before there was an helpmate 
found for him/' — And Johnfony fo well 
verfed in the theory of language, iagely 
remarks : — 

" Language mujl have com6 by inffiira^ 
tion — a thoufand, nay a million of children 
could not invent a language : while the 
organs are pliable, there is not undcr- 
ftanding enough to form a language ; by 
the time that there is underftanding 
enough, the organs are become ftifF: we 

know 
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know that, after a certain age^ we cannot 
learn to pronounce a new language." — 
Bofweirs Life of Johnfon^ vol. 3. p. 354. 

HL Of all the primitive languages and 
dialcfts of the earth, none fcems to -have 
fuch juft pretenfions to the claim of e^r/- 
ginality as the Hebrew — thiat venerable 
vehicle of " pure and undcfiled religion " 
to the Jirimaval and patriarchal world ; 
againft which, therefore, the powers of 
infidelity and fcepticifm are moft firmly 
banded together, impeaching it of barba- 
rifin^ poverty J &c. 

A refpe<9:able " Lay Theologian," Mr. 
Sutler of Lincoln's Inn, thus modeftly 
delivers his opinion, in his Horct Biblicce : 
— " The claim of the Hebrew language 
tQ the bighefi antiquity cannot be denied ; 
its pretenfions to have been the only lan^ 
guags in exiftencc before the confufipn 
of Babel J are not inconfiderabk^^^ — [ Wit- 
ucfs Gen. xi. i.J 

But with . what fupercilioulhefs is it 
treated by the MoiiTthly Rjeview of 
0£tobtr 1798, p. 211 ! 



( 132 ) 

" We (the M. R.) deem them very in^ 
conjiderable ; and we are lurprifed that 
Mr. B. fliould have admitted fuch an un^ 
founded aflumption. Had he attentively 
peruled the remarks of Schultens^ Micha^ 
elisy De Guignesj &c. on this fubjeft, we 
think that he would not have hazarded an 
affertion of this fort." 

But, had thefe Jirofejfed critics atten- 
tively perufed the writings of thole very 
fcholars whom they name, they would not 
have " hazarded ^^ fuch idle cenfure, re- 
coiling on themfelves. Notwithftanding 
an undue predile6lion for their own lyf- 
tems, the ingenious but . rather fanciful 
Schultens^ Michaelis and De Guignesy Sec 
(b) all concur in difcpvering the traces of 
fome one Jirimaval language all over the 

earth, 

{b) Magnis olhn animis pugnatum inter Orientales 
quaenam lingua antiquitatis palmam ferat. Maranita 
earn Syriaca fuae, (vf^Aramea^ affignant;^rfli^5item, 
fuse ; nee fegnius Hebrai, fuae. — ^Atque inde evidentiP- 
fim& colligere eft — (ex nominibus propriis turn bominum 
turn loeoruniy ab orbe condito memoratis a Mofe)'-^ 
Hebraam dialedum, (quse ab Hebero nomen traxit,) 
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earth, although they are not agreed as to 
the exclufive pretenfions of the Hebrew-^ 
each bringing in, as co-eval, his own fa-i 
vourite dialed ; the Arabic^ the Syrtac^ or, 
its twin fifter, the Sanfcrit\ th€ Phcenician^ 
the 'Egyptian^ or the Etkiopic^ &c. And 
had thefe Reviewers gone ftill deeper, and 
explored the profound refearches of the 
mighty Cajiell^ Walton^ Bochart^ Selden^ 
De Dieu^ &c. they would have acquiefced 

^^ faciem'^ nativam linguae primavis fideliffim^ retl- 
nuiflej una cum Chaldaicdj Syriacd et Arabicd dia- 
leAis— quae, ob harmoniam ^^ fororiam^^* unum corpus 
lingua conftituere debuerunt.'* 

SCHULTENS, Injlit. Ling. Heb. p. 4. 
*^ Les langues que parloient autrefois les Hebreux, 
les PbenicienSy les Syriens, les Cb aide ens , et que parlent 
aujourd'hui les Arabes et les 'Etbioptens, ont entr*elles 
ujie telle affinite, qu'il*feroit plus exaft, de les prendre 
pour de fimples dtaledes d'un language general^ qu'on 
parloit dans les countrees que ces peuples habitoient." 

De Guignes, Acad, des Infcriptions. 
— The following obfervation of Scbultens is well 
worth the attention of the M. R. — " Si calluit linguas 
orientalesy quid fcribit, ac fi eas non calluiffet, et vix a 
limine falutaflet? — Si non calluit y quid criticorum agit 
trilicum, ac fi eas pcrcalluiflet ? " 

K 3 in 
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in the well-founded pretenfions to the 
moji venerable antiquity of the language 
they prefume to difparage ; — and whole 
J^ru&ure^ when carefully compared with 
the nearer kindred dialeds of the Eaft 
and remoter of the Weft, will furnilh 
internal proof of its originality ;— as may 
elfe where be demonftrated upon ftrider 
and more fcientific principles of efymolo'^ 
gical criticiftn. 

IV. EiCHHORN, the fucceffor of the 
celebrated Michaelis in the profeflbrial 
chair at Gottingen — " rivalling him in 
erudition, and furpafling him in critical 
iagacity and liberal inveftigation " — as we 
are told by his reviewers and panegyrifts^ 
M.'R^ Ajijiendixy Augvjl 1797, p. 491. — 
hath lately difcovered, in his Intradudiion 
to the Old Tejiamenty Leipzig, 4 vols, 
1787—1795: 

^1. " That our extant Hebrew Scriptures 
urc a Tranjldtion executed by Ezra (^) and 

^ his 

(c) Ex his, fiihilibufque Dahielis^i Ezra liebmifmisy 

(^ui his libris peculiares funt) int^Higes utmrnqtie li-j 

9 brum 
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his co-adjutors, of the more ancient writ- 
ings, of his nation/' 

2. " That Mofes, with refpedl to prior 
periods of hiftory, muji have been a com- 

3. *' That he lays no claim to the cha- 
rader of an inffiired hiftorian." — " In- 
deed,'* proceeds the iagacious critic, " the 
very idea is abfurd. The narrator, who 
fliould fubftitute the reprefentations of his 
fancy. ioT the evidence of his fenfes^ would 

not be an hiftorian, but an epic fioet.^^ 

How it was poffible for an Hebrean and 
a Divine, like Eichhorn^ to hazard fo iiiuch 

brum eo tempore fcriptum effe, quo [erat] recens adbuc 
H;ema€ula Jua, (admifcentibus Hebrais, lingua Cbal- 
d^ica^) non feriore tempore conjeftum. In Thargu- 
mim enim.antiquiffimis etiam, plerumque fruftra hos 
pebratfmos quaefieris, in Daniel e et Ezra ubique ob- 
vios." 

*^ Non temperare mihi'potui, quLn banc obferva- 
tionpm grampiiLtiQam ^heqlqgiae c9mmodarem : rTofc^ 
noflra ibeologia deb^t:dre jfTaww^^V<2;,ip6^^ 
brorum facrorum (quibus hititur th^olo^a) autbentiam, 
i^tramque antiquitatem^ GRAMMATldA, (vel ubi na- 
VQS linguae ct orthographiae deprehendit,) eonfirmat/* 
Micbaelis, (atanu Cb^ld^ p. i^. 
K 4 idle 
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idle and paradoxical aflertion, which has 
been over and over again confuted, or for 
Reviewers to applaud fuch licentious in- 
veftigation, tending to the fubverfion of 
all ancient records and original docu- 
ments, is to me wholly unintelligible. 

And, as an Emeritus Profejfor myfelf, 
I muft enter my formal proteft to thefe 
ftartling pofitions. 

I. It is impoffible' that our extant He^ 
brew Scriptures could be tranjlations exe- 
cuted by Ezra^ or in his age. 

Waving the jealous veneration with 
which their Sacred Writings have ever 
been guarded by the Jewijli Priefthood, 
we know that the precious copy of the 
Book of Deuteronomy^ written by Mofes 
with his own hand, and laid up in the 
SanSuary, befide the Jrk^ (which con- 
tained only the Tables of the Law^) was 
found by Hilkiah the High-Prieft, when 
the Temple was repairing in the i8th 
year of Jofiah's reign. And this Book of 
the Covenant was read publicly by Shaphan 
the Scribe,, in the ears of the King, and, 

bjr 
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by his defire, of " a// the people both f mall 
and great ; '* — i. e. the denunciations 
againft idolatry contained therein. — Com- 
pare Tieut. xxxi. 24 — 29. and 2 Kings 
xxii. 8 — 17. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 14. 

It is plain therefore that the language 
of Mofes was intelligible and his writing 
legible, in the year aforefaid B. C. 623, 
which was only 1 7 years before the com- 
mencement of the Babylonijh Captivity 
B. C. 606, in the fourth year of Jehoia-^ 
kim^ in which Daniel the Prophet was 
carried away. Compare Dan. i. i — 6, 
and 2 Kings xxiv. i. — But this precious 
Autograph was probably carried, along 
with the facred veflcls of the Temple, to 
Babylon ; and Daniel^ in his famous fup- 
plication for the fins of his people, near 
the clofe of the fe^enty years captivity, 
foretold by Jeremiah^ ending in the Jirji 
year of the fole reign of CyruSy B. C. ^0^6^ 
who began his joint reign with his uncle 
^« Darius the Mede," (the Cyaxarfs of 
XeQophon,) two years before, according 

to 
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to Ptolomys canon, {d) — thus exprefsly 
refers thereto, ix. i — ii. 

" Yea, all Ifrael have tranfgrejjed thy law^ 

And have revolted^ fo as not to ob^y thy voice ; 

Therefore the curfe is poured down upon us. 

And the' imprecation that is written in the haw ojT 

JAofeSj 
The fervaiit of God ; becaufe we have firmed 
againflHiM/' 

Here 

chronological remarks. 

{d) I. The chronology of Cyrus the Great^ 4he 
good, the fpecial favourite of Providence^ — ^^ S^y" 
ing of Cyrus, He is my Shepherd,"' hy Ifaiab 
xliv. 28, no lefs than 210 years before his birth ! !— 
has been much embarraffed by the variations of hif-i 
torians : 

, Herodotus^ rates his reign at 29 years ; Cicero, at 30; 
PtoJomj, at 9 ; smd Xenophon, at 7. How ar^ jthefe to 
be reconciled ? 

Herodotus and Cicero count from the death of his 
fether Camhjf/esy and commencement of his reign in 
'Perfia; Ptolomys from the capture of Bal?j;lonj\T$*^C. 
538, and the commencement of bis joi^it. rpign.with 
*^ Darius, the Medcy'* of Scripture — twho only furvived 
two years; Xenophon^ Daniel and Ezra, 'from the 
death of partus, and oommcnc€ment<>f his yb/^ reign; 
when, as be declares in .his illqftrious Proclamation, 
putting an end to the Jewifti Captivity — " The Lord 

GOEI 
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Here is an exprefs appeal to the '^ writ- 
ten haw of Mofe^ '' by Daniel^ who fur- 
vived the Babylonifh Captivity ; confc- 
quently " a Tranflation by E%ra^'^ was 

uiineceflary 

GoT> OP Heaven bath given me all the kingdoms xf 
the earth.'' Ezra i. 2. 

II. A fimikr embarraffment affefts the chronology 
of Nebuchadnezzar the Great, the inftrument of divine 
vengeance on the Jews and neighbouring nations.-^ 
The Jewijh hiftorians date the commencement of his 
reign from his copartnerlhip with his father, the JVi- 
hopolajfar of Ptolomy, B. C. 607. who dates it three 
years later, B. C. 604, from his father's death, and 
commencement of his fole reign ; and this, which was 
the Chaldean computation, is followed hyDaniely ii. i. 
who himfelf was Rah Mag--^^ Mafter of the Magi'* 
or ^^ Diviners " — as (the word in Perfic fignifies) the 
Eftabliflied Priefthood of the Babylonian and Perjian 
Empires, 

III. An embarraffment of the fame kind has alfo 
^ffefted the chronology of the Go/pels, Augujlus made 
Tiberius ^^ collega imperii^" or took him into partner-* 
ihip, Jtug. 19, U. C. 764, or A. D. ii-ia; whence 
Luke, iii. i. and the provincial writers, date the com- 
mencement of Tiberius' s reign : but the Roman hifto- 
j-ians count three years later^ from the death oiAuguJluSy 
Aug. Q,iy U. C. 767, or A-D. 14-15. This occafioned 
fn prror of three or four years in fixing the birth of 

Chrift 
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unneceflary and abfurd ; — and, if we ar- 
gue from analogy ^ZTG not the oUeJi Greek 
writings, thofe of the Seven Sages^ Homer 
and Hejiody &c. as plain, if not plainer 

and 

Chrift to U. C. 753, inftcad of U. C. 749, according 
to Luke lii. 23. 

Thefe Chronological Remarks will be found 
of the higheft importance, for adjufting dates in facred 
and profane hiftory, and correfting the errors of UJbeTy 
Newlon, Mkinn and Priejlley^ &c. ; and indeed cleanf- 
ing the Augean ftable of ancient chronology. — 
PlayfaiTy in his moft ufefiil SjyJIem of Chronology ^ enu- 
merates, in the laft of his Supplemental Tables^ no lefs 
than 88 different valuations of the period between the 
births oi Adam and of Cbriji ! ! ! from the higheft of 
Mphonfus^ ^9^4^ to the loweft of Rabbi Lipman, 361 5, 
And I will venture to aflert, from no ftiort nor flight 
infpeftion, that not one of the 88 is correft, or will 
folve the phenomena of Ancient Hijlory throughout ! ! ! 

Thefe remarks have been fuggefted, and may indeed 
be illuftrated, by a tiffue of chronological errors^ in the 
Monthly Review of Butler's Hor^ BiblictBy laft 
O&ober, p. 0,1^. 

I. ^^ By the firft year of Cyrus y the Scriptures do 
NOT mean the firft year of the fubjeftion of Jerufalem 
to his authority *' — for Jerufalem was then a wafte. 

a,. ^^ The firft edift of Cyrus was not ifliied in the 
fifth year of the Concjueft, Baruch^ u %. (What co«- 

^^ueji?) 
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and fimpler, than thofe of Polybius and 
Plutarch ? But in the Eaft, languages and 
cuftoms alter more flowly than in Eu- 
rope. 

2. With 

quejl?) or in the fccond year of ZedekiaFs reign "^ 
for the fecond year of Zedekiab's reign was B. C. 598, 
fiill 6^ years before ! ! ! 

3. ^^ The fecond edift of Cyrus ^ ft4)pofed to take 
place ^^ in the fevcnth month after the fecond fiege, in 
which Nebuzaradan burnt the temple," B. C. 588. 
muft therefore have happened, by their own account^ 
foil ^2, years before the firft and only edift ! ! ! 

4. SbeJhbazTiary whom they fuppofe to have con- 
dufted the firft return, and Zerubbabel the fecond^ 
were one and the fame per/on ! ! Compare Ezra u 8, 
and V. 14. where this " prince of Judah," and firft 
governor of Judea, is ftyled Sbejbbazzar^ by his Perjian 
name, and ii. %. Hag. i. i. Zorobabel^ by his Jewi/b 
name. The PerJian name of the governor was Tirjh" 
atba, Ezra ii'. 63. 

The foundation of the fecond Temple began to be 
laid in the fecond year of Cyrus, B. C. ^^^j under 
Ziorobabel the governor, and '^ Jefbua the prieft/' (fon 
of Jozadeky Ezra iii, %,) as appears from Ezra iii. 
8 — 10. But, in confequence of the intrigues of the 
Samaritan colonifts tranfplanted by Efarbaddon, at the 
Perfian Court, the building was fufpcnded, *^ all the 
days of Cyrus^ even until the reign of Darius {Hyf- 
tafl^cs) king of Perfia,'* Ezra iv. 1—5. when the 

building 
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2. With refped to prior periods of 

kiftory, Mofes might have been a com-« 

piler, and probably was, in the Antidilu-- 

viati and Patriarchal Chronicles which he 

has 

building was refumed^ ^^ in the fecond year of Darius,** 
B. C. 520, by the exhortations of the prophets Hag-^ 
gaiy i. !• and Zechariahy i. i. and finifhed /^ in the 
^tb year of his reign," B. C. 516. Ezra vi. 15. 

5. *^ The fuperintendance of Jerufalem was not 
foon after transferred to Ezra ;'' for he was not ^- 
pointed governor until ^^ tht. feventb year oi* Arta^ 
xerxes " {Longimanus, not Xerxes as the M. R. fup- 
pofe,) B. C. 458, full 58 years after the Temple was 
fiaiflied ! ! Ezra \'iu i — 25 ; when ^^ there went up 
with him from Babylon fome of the Children of If- 
raeV^ — as diftinguiflied from the principal return of 
** Judah a^d Benjamin " in the firft of Cyrus. Ezra 
i. 5. — ^Why the M, R, choofe to quote the apocryphal 
book of Efdrasy in preference to the canonical book of 
Ilzra^ is to me unintelligible, » 

6. ^^ Thus was terminated,"' (according to the 

M. R.) ^^ by this third aud laft colony of returning 

Jews!'' a captivity which (j^ it endured 70 years) 

muft have begun Q,J years after the acceffion of the 

firft Darius* But if it ended B. C. 458, it muft have 

commenced B. C. 538 j that is, only ten years before. 

the aqc^ffion of the firft Darius j (meaning Hyjlafpes,) 

or ten years after the joint commencement of the reigns 

of Darius the Mede and Cyrus^ B* C. 538 ! ! ! 

That 
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has furnifhed, Gen. v. and xi ; — and the 
beginning of the former has much the air 
of a moft ancient and venerable, as well 
as diftind: written record : 

^* Now 

That the Jewijb Captivity did a6fcually endure *]0 
years, we learn fix)m the Scripture of Truth realifed by 
the event— from the fourth of Jehoiakim, B. C. 6oSy 
(and the fecond year of Nebucbadne^szar*^ joint reign 
with his father,) to the firft of Cyrus*^ fole reign, B. C. 
535, according to Daniel ix. 1.5 when, in ih^ Jlrjl 
year of Darius the Mede^ B. C. 538, and Jixty-eigbtk 
of the Captivity {oi feventy years, foretold by J^re- 
miaB xxix. 10.) he expefted the return erf his peoples, 
according to ^^ the OkacleI of f hb Lord/' 

Mr. Butler might well retort—*' 1 apprehend^ that 
the M. R. will find it impqffible to reconcile theft far^ 
ficulars with the dates which they have adopted.'*'^ 
And when profefjional critics caai be guilty of fuch 
grofe and glaring anachronifms and abfurdit'us-^^^ lay* 
ibeologians '^ furely are entitled to much lenity of 
cenfure, if they err, in reprefenting '* Jofedek as high* 
prie/l at the time of the return of the Jews from capti- 
vity, who was carried into captivity,", i Cbron. vi. 15, 
and feems to have been the elder brother of Rzra, ^' 
ni. I. being both fons of Seraiah the high^prie/l at 
the time of the Captivity, 7, Kings xxv, 18. But moft 
unfortunately for the M** R. if Mr, Butler errs, he 
<Jrrs with Jofepbus, p, 4^, Httdfon^ who calls Jejbuay 

at 
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^^ Now this is the book of the genealogy 
oi Adanij^ &c. by the line of aSV/>5 to Noah. 
The Creation of the Worldj the Defcrifition 
of the Garden of Eden^ the Temptation of 

Eve — 

at the return^ u«®* ra I«^e Jexa t» a^xx^^ita^y ^^ fon of 
Jofedek the bigb-priejl !!! '' Nor did Jejhuab become 
higb-prtejl until the reign, perhaps, of Darius Hyf^ 
iafpesy and renewal of the building of the Temple.— 
See Haggai i. i. and Zecbar. iii. i. 

IV. The third and laft Jewifli governor, and co^ad- 
jutor of Ezray was Nehemiabj appointed in the i^oth 
year oi Artaxerxes Longimanusy B. C, 445, Neb. ii. i. 
His con^miffion was to ^^ repair tbe walls of Jerufa- 
lem,'' which had been broken down by the Babylo- 
nians, &c. — ^This he effefted in the courfe of 53 days^'* 
with much oppofition from the Samaritan and Arabian 
States, Neb. vi, 15, and iv. 17. — And this fqems to be 
intimated in the parenthetical remark of the famous 
prophecy of tbe 70 weeisy Dan. ix. 25. — (^^ Tbou flialt 
return, (i. e. tby people,) and Jerufalem fhall be rebuilt; 
even the ftreet and the breach [of the wall] — uxjirefs 
of times.") 

And accordingly, during the twelve years of his go- 
vernment, this noble and patriotic governor rebuilt and 
repeopled the city, and, with Ezra's affiftance, re^ored 
the civil and religious polity of the Jews; and then re- 
turned, according to promife, in the 3 ad of Artaxerxes 
Longimanusy to the Perjian Court, Neb. v. 14. and 
7- xiii. 5. 
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Eve — might alfo have been diftinft docu- 
ments, furniflied by j4dam himfelf, or the 
righteous Enoch, (whofe prophecy refpeft- 
ing the general judgment has been prefei-v- 

ed 

xiii, 6. B. C. 433; — and obtained leave, ^' after cer-^ 
tain daysy' near the clofe of that prince's reign, to 
return again and to reform fome abufes that had crept 
in during his abfence. — And from the conclufion of 
his adminiftration, (who was the laft Ttrfbatba or Per- 
fian govempr,) we may date the full and perfeft rejio^ 
ration of the Jewifli polity, and the commencement of 
DaniePs 70 weeks, (forming the firfl: branch of the 
grand prophetic period of 2300 days, viii. 14.) about 
B. C. 420, and fourth of Darius Nothus ; after whom, 
Daniel was informed in the laft and aftonifliingly mi- 
nute vifion vouchfafed to him in the iklrd year of 
Cyrus, X. i. — (^^ to make him underftand what fliould 
.befal his people in the latter days '' — after their full re- 
ftoration)— ^^ There fhall yet ftand up three kings ^* — 
of the Perfian dynafty — his fucceflbrs — Artaxerxes 
Mnemony O'chus, and Arogus; — and ^^ ai fourth far 
richer than them '' — Darius Codomannus, the laft 
king of Perfia, who w^as conquered by that ^^ mighty 
king of Gr^cia '' — ^Alexander the Great — the firft of 
thcL. Macedo- Grecian dynafty. Dan, viii. ai. and 
xi. 2—3. 

This prophetic charafter of the ^bwr lajl kings of 
Perfia, who fucceeded Darius Nothus^ (which has been 

L miftakenlv 
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ed by JFude^ and which therefore probably 
was written^) — But is it not rather pre- 
fumptuous to affert that he mujl have been 
a compiler, even in thefe ? Might not the 
Tutelar God of Israel, whofe,"yi7///i- 
ful fervant^^ he was; and who favoured 
him with two fucceffive conferences, of 
40 days each, on the fummit of Siuaiy 
and who converfed with him, mouth ta 
mouthy even plainly and no't enigmatically:^^ 

— for 

miftakenly attributed, by the whole ftream of commeR-. 
tators and chronologers, to the four jirjl after Cyrus,) 
— ^feems to fix the beginning of the period of the 70 
weeks to the reign of Darius Nothusy beyond a doubt;. 
— ^wh^n " THE Oracle," that ^^ ijjiied^' from the 
Divine Majefty, (as Da bar fhould be rendered^ ix. 23, 
as alfo ix. 2, and J^r. xxix. 10. and Ifa. xliv. 24 — 26.) 
took full effeft :•— Not the proclamation^ ediSl, or decree^ 
of the ''frji of Cyrus^' B. C. 536; or " the fecond 
of Darius Hyjiafpes/' B, C. 520 ; or " the feventh of 
Artaxerxes LongimanuSy' B. C. 458 ; or ^^ the twen- 
tieth of Artaxerxes LongimanuSy* B. C. 445 5 all oi 
which have had their partifans among the moft cele- 
brated divines and chronologers — Llojyd, U/ber, Sca-^ 
ligcr, Prideauxy Mar/hall, Newton, Micbaelis, Datbe^ 
&c. &c._ &c. and all equally at variance with the 
"Scripture of Truth,'" and with each other: 

: Not 
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*— for THE Lord fpake unto Mofes face 
to face J as a man fpeaketh to his friend^'* 
Numb. xii. 8, Exod. xxxiii. ii. — might 
nbt the Divine Oracle, who thus fa- 
voured him with the moft familiar pom- 
munications, have revealed unto him the 
myfiertes of the Creation^ of the Fall^ and 
of the Redemption of Mankind, by a fu- 
ture " Prophet," like unto, but *' greater 
than, Mofes ? " Deut. xviii. 1 5. 

Surely, after fuch teftimony, to affert 

Not one of thefe epochs fumifliing an adequate end of 
the 70 weeks, or 490 years : — ^The grand rock^ upon 
which the partifans of each feem to have fplit, is the 
ambiguous renderlno- of the Hebrew Dabar, Dan, 
ix. ^3. — ^^Commandment,'* — .which they unfortunately 
miftook'for the human inftead of the divine — although 
the proclamation of Cyrusy and decree of DariuSy &c. 
are plainly diftinguiflied by different terms. 

The Divine Oracle is dated from its taking ef- 
feft, by Him, with whom *^ one day is as a thoufand 
yearsy and a thoufand years as one day,' 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
jy. xc, 4. — and who declared, of the refurreBion of 
the jujiy at his fecond paflbv'er— ^^ The hour is comingy 
and is now [at hand], when the [righteous] dead fhall 
hear the voice of the Son of God,"— about 1770 years 
ago 1 ! ! 

I. 2 that 
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that " Mofes lays no claim to the cha- 
rafter of an infpired kijiorian " — even re- 
Ipeding firior periods-^ is rafhnefs and 
prepofleffion in the extreme. 

3, That he does expreJ&ly lay claim to 
the chara6ler of an infpired kijiorian^ re- 
fpeding the future deftinies of his nation^ 
the whole tenor of the hijlory of his owp 
iimes^ in the four lafl books of the Pen- 
tateuch, Exodus^ Leviticus and Numbers^ 
written during the 39 years of wandering 
in the Deferts oi Arabia^ and Deuteronomy ^ 
that admirable compendium of the whole 
law, written in the fortieth^ bears ample 
and abundant teftimony. — In that awful 
enumeration, Deut. xxviii. in particular, 
of the blcflings attached to their obedience, 
and curfes to their difobedience, he ex- 
prefsly predids the BahylonijJi Captivity^ 
as happening during their regal ftate, and 
that it was to be a captivity by landy 
verfe 36 ; for the Hebrew verb, rendered 
" fhall bring thee,** fhould be rendered 
ambulare faciet — '^Jliall caufe tbee to walky\ 
— or fliall drive thee as cattle ;— while, 

frona 
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from verfe 49 to the end, the Roman Cafi^ 
tivity is portrayed with the mod aftonifh- 
ing precifion and minutenefs of <letail, 
rivalling Jofephus himfclf, the mournful 
fpeftator of the Roman war. That it 
was to be a captivity beyond fea^ we learn 
from verfe 68. And Jofejihus has ex- 
plained a predi61ion therein, feemingly 
inconfiftent, " And no manjhali btiyyou^^^ 
— the market being fo glutted with the 
multitude of Jewifh flaves fold by Titus^ 
that at length there were no bidders ! ! ! 
Geddesj explaining the fact, fupprefTes the 
author. 

And, to crown all, this infpired hijiorian 
has predi6led that long period of defolation 
to follow the Roman Captivity, verfe 59. 

^^ Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderfiil^ 
And the plagues of thy feed} 
Great plagues and of long eontinuancey 
Sore ficknefles ai;id of long continuarifiei*' 

i. c. of very long continuance ^ — as after- 
wards more particularly fpecified in the 
grand prophetic period of 2300 days, re- 
vealed to the prophet D^;//V/, viii. i^^ — 26. 
L 3 the 
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the iineft comment that ever was written 
on this denunciation of Mofes. 

And he has foretold their final return 
at the end of the defolation, upon their 
repentance, chap. xxx. i — 3. 

" And it fhall come to pafs, when all 
thefe are come upon thee, the blefling 
and the curfe that I have fet before thee, 
and thou flialt call them to . mind among 
^11 the nations whither the Lord thy God 
hath driven thee : — that then, the Lqi^d 
THY . God will turn thy captivity, and 
have compaflion upon thee ; and will- re* 
turn and gather thee from all the nations 
whither the Lord thy God hath feat-* 
tered thee." 

To aflert, with Etchhorn^ that the idea 
of an tnfpired hifiorian is ^^rJ,'*— bor- 
ders on the moil deplorable infatuation, 
and is di redly repugnant to the whole 
tenor of the providential hijiory of m^n-- 
kind J contained in the Bible ; in which 
mankind are deterred from idolatry and 
vice, by learning what was " to befal ** 
righteous or corrupt nations " in the lai-^ 

ter 
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ter days ;" — as foretold by the unerring 
Scripture of Truths many ages before the 
events, — For, ^^ the /irophetic argument ^^ is 
juftly counted, by Peter^ " firmer " than 
the argument from miracles^ ^ Pet. i. 19; 
the latter being fleeting in their nature; 
addreffed to the fenfes of the beholders, 
and rcfting on their teflimony — luch as 
the aftonifhing miracle of the Transfigu^ 
ration of Chrifly on his and John's ; fup- 
portcd by the three evangelifts, Matthew^ 
Mark and huke : — whereas the argument 
from prophecies fulfilled, and ftill fulfilling, 
is permanent^ and addreffed to the under^ 
flandings of believers, in all fubfequent 
ages. 

V. Improving upon his German model, 
. ^'Geddes, that long-awaited rational coin-- 
mentator whom Britain has found," (as 
Germany her Eichhorn^) — as the M. R, 
tells us — " 6egs leave to obferve, that we 
have no intrinfic evidence of infjiiration^ 
or any thing like inf/iiration^ in the yeivijfi 
hiflorians. On the contrary, (fays he,) it 
is impoffible, r think, to read them devoid 
L4 of 
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oi theological prejudices^ not to difcover in' 
them evident marks of human fallibility 
and human error. ^'' — ** Aftef reading the 
Hebrew writings themfelves, and finding 
in them, to my full convidioHy fo many 
intrinfic marks oi fallibility^ error and in^ 
conjijlency^ not to fay downright abfurdity^ ^ 
I could not, (to ule the emphatical lan- 
guage of the Apoftle Paul^) believe their 
abfolute infpiration, were an Angel from 
Heaven to teach it.^^ — Vol. II. PrefacCj 
p. V — xi. 

Having myfelf traverfed the field of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, in all direftions, for 
feveral years paft, I muft enter my formal 
proteft agairljfl: this idle ajfertion in toto ;^— 
for my optics and achromatic telelcopes, 
upon the niceft fcrutiny of philofophical 
refearch, lead to the contrary refults in 
' every particular : — in fweeping the Scrip- 
tures, they have indeed often retrenched 
much erratic light, and difcovered many 
halo and parhelia caft round - about the 
originals, by fuch " faithful tranflators ** 
and *' rational commentators'''' — viewins: 

the 



( i5i ) 

the luminous bodies of the revealed hemU 
fjihere — ** the burning and ihining, lights" 
of the Old and New Teftament — through 
the mifts and coloured mediums of Jihilo^ . 
fophical and theological prejudices ; — and 
to collet " the marks of fallibility, errot 
^and inconfiftency, not to fay downright 
, abfurdity " — teeming in the pages of 
Geddesj throughout the two firft volumes 
of his ^^ faithful tranjlation^'' would fwell 
this Part to the lize of a folio. — Two or 
three inftances may fufficc for " the full 
conxdSlion^' of Biblical critics. — £x pede 
Herculem. 

In that truly divine ode, ufually called 
-Mofes^s Sflng^ but in reality communicated 
by inffiiration to the highly-favoured Pro- 
phet, fhortly before his deceafe, by the 
God of Israel himfelf, Deut. xxxi. 19. 
^' That this fong may be a witnefs for 
ME againft the Children of IfraeV^ — 
♦^ whea many evils and troubles are be- 
fallen them ; " — *' for it Jhall not be for ^ 
gotten out of the mouths of their feed :'* — 
an amazing hijlorical prophecy, actually 

fulfilling 



( ^54 ) 

fulfilling at the prefent day, no lefs than 
1609 + ^799 — 340^ years after it was 
written ! ! I 

For Mofes " wrote this fong the fame 
day :'' — which no uninjjiired, poet poffibly 
could in one day — if we confider the 
great variety of topics, and the finiflied 
excellency of a compofition of fuch con* 
fiderable length — rendering it altogether 
the fineft Lyric Ode that ever was penned, , 
but fur ely the moft difficult ; not only 
from the grandeur and fublimity of its 
fentimeiits, and from the majeftic fimpli- 
city and imperial brevity and concifenefs 
of the diftion ; but alfo from the literal 
errors^ that have unavoidably obfcured its 
effulgence, creeping in through the inac- 
curacy or miftakes of numberlefs tranfcrib? 
ers, during fuch a long fucceffion of ages, 
— It is indeed aftonifhing that this Di- 
vine Poem has been handed down in fb 
perfeft a ftate as we flill have it. 

The tutelar care of the God of Is- 
RAEL, training up ^' Jejhurun^^ or the 
rifing generatign, in the Deferts, to virtue 

ar!4 
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and religion, during forty years, and their 
woeful ingratitude, are detailed in the 
following ftanzas — at humble and awful 
diftance from the inimitable original : 

DIVINE ODE. 

I. 

^ When THE Most High divided to the nations 
their fettlements ; 
When He feparated the Sons of Adam : 
He affigned the boundaries of ibe Peoples \pflfrael\^ 
According to the number of the Sons ofl/rael; 
For the portion of the Lord is bis people — 

' Jacob, the furvey of his inheritance." 

II. 

*^ He found him in a defert land. 
And in a wafte howling wildernefs; 
He led him about. He inftrufited him. 
He kept him as the apple of his eye," 

*,, III. 

^^ As tbe eagle ftirreth up his neftlings, 
Hovereth about his brood, 
Spreadeth abroad his wings, 
Taketh them up, 
Carrieth them on his flioulder : 
[So] THE Lord alone did lead him, 
^d with Him was i\o Jirange God" (co-adjutor)-^ 

IV. "But 
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IV. 

^•But Jejhurun (righteous Ifrael) waxed fat, and 
fpumed : — 
"--Tbou art waxen fat and grofs and Jleek /— 
He forfook the God who made him. 
And flighted the Rock of his falvation/' 

But how are thefe feleft ftanzas (which 
I have attempted to render lefs imperfe^y 
and more literally) traveftied and carica- 
tured by Geddes ! — as reduced to the fame 
form, from his profaic order, for eafe of 
comparifon : 

I. 

^^ When the Most High afligned to Nations their 
inheritances. 
When He difperfed the Children oi Adam\ 
He fixed the boundaries of Peoples, . 
Exclujively of the Children of Ifrael : 
For THE Lord's own portion is his people Jacob, 
The lot of his own inheritance is Ifrael.'* 
II. 

'^ He provided for them even in the wildernefs. 
And in the arid deferis [He fed them] : 
He protected tbeniy He trained them up. 
And He guarded them as the apple of his own eye." 

III. 

*^ As an eagle, jealous of her aerie, ' , 

Hovereth over her youngs 

[Or,] 
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[Or,] expanding her wings, 

Taketh them up. 

And beareth them on her (houlders ; . 

[So] THE Lord alone condufted. 
And with Him was no Stranger God/' 

IV. 

^^ But \Ifrael] grew fat and kicked, 
— Grown fat J full and fajlidious-^ 
They forfook the God who made tbeniy 
And defpifed the Author of their falvation." 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

I. In the firft ftanza, the colonization of 
the earth, by " the fons of Adanij^ ac- 
cording to the divine appointment, is 
magnificently defcribed. — And the fined 
comment that ever was w^ritten thereon 
is by Paulj in his celebrated difcourfe at 
Athens^ A£is xvii. 26. 

" And He made from one bloody every 
nation of mankind, to dwell on the whole 
face of the earth ; having decreed the ap- 
pointed y^^«j and fixt boundaries of their 
refpeftive fettlements/* 

In the Divine Ode, the fettlements of 
*' the Gentiles " are finely con trailed with 

thofe 
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thofe of *' the Peoples " or-— Tribes of 
Ifrael^ — each tribe, on account of their 
immenfe population, being confidered as 
a jieople in itfelf ; — while the aggregate of 
the twelve tribes — according to the number 
of the Sons of Ifrael "— compofed " his^ 
people " — " whom the Lord chofe to be 
a peculiar treafure unto hifnfelf'* — " though 
all the earth be his " — " for Abraham their 
father's fake." — How Geddes has " endea- 
voured" to prove, that the Hebrew ren- 
dered by the Septuagint yco!]ot api^fjiov — 
^* according to the number " — fignifies 
•* exclujively " — is referved for the C. R." 
—He here modeflly avov/s his ignorance : 
— " And indeed, if this be not the meanings 
[which is both ungrammatical and unin- 
telligible,]—/ confefs I do not underjiand 
the pajfage^ 

2. In the fecond ftanza, which finely 
defcribes the pupillage of young Ifrael^ in 
the infancy of his ftate, by the foftering 
care of his Tutelar God, Geddes inter- 
polates — " He fed them ;" — of which 
there is no trace in the original — to fiip- 

5 port 
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port his miftranflation — of " provided^^ 
inftead of ^^ found^'' — dropping that cha- 
raderiftic trait of the *' howling wilder- 
iiefs *' abounding in beads of prey ; and 
inftesid of " wajie " — exhibiting in his 
own Erfe — " ^r/V/' 

3. In the third ftanza, in defiance of all 
the affixes which are mafculine, Geddes 
transforms the eagle into a female — -who, 
fae tells us, " is the moft attentive of all 
birds to her young, until they are able to 
do for themfelves/' — But under this moft 
exquifitely natural imagery, the God of 
Israel compares himfelf — training the 
Ifraelitcs in the Deierts oi Arabia Petrcea 
— to the parent eagle training his brood 
to fly; — firft ^^ Jiirring them up^^ or roufing 
them from the neft ; — then " hovering 
about them^'' to encourage their timid ef- 
forts ; ^^ f /treading abroad his wings ^ '' to 
receive them when drooping; " taking 
them uji^^^ when wearied and exhaufted 
by unufual efforts ; " carrying them on his 
JJioulder^^^ to eafe them: — So finely de- 
Icribed elfe where, Exod. xix* 4. 
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'^ t carried j^ou on eaglets wings , [from Egypt ^1 
And brought you unto myself.'* 

As OUR Lord ftill more pathetically 
complains, in that inimitable apoftrophe 
to yerufalemj for her ingratitude and un- 
inindfulnefs of all his foftering care, from 
the beginning of their ftate until their 
rejedion of Him as the Christ : ^ — 
Matt, xxiii. ^y. 

^^ Jerufalem ! Jerufalem ! Thou that killeft the 

ProphetSy 
And ftoneft them that are feyit forth unto thee ! 
Hoiv often would I have gathered thy children 

together — 
As a bird gathercth its brood together under its 

ivmgs-— 

But ye would not ! 

Lo ! your House [of the Lord] is left unto 

you defolate ! 
For I fay unto you^ Ye (hall not fee me — [its 
Brightell ^/ory. Hag. ii. 7.] henceforth; 
Until ye can fay, [with hearty repentance and 
True faith,] 
Blessed is He that is coming in the 

NAME of the Lord." 

Here opviSj " a bird^'' is plainly generic, 
(as in ornithology^) and figuifies that nobleji 

of 
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i^birdir^the eagle — as in the Divine OcJe,- 
the reference to which is plainly marked 
by " how oftetiy^ — and by an imagery fre- 
quent in Hebrew poetry : 

*^ Keep me as the apple of tie eye--' 

Ilide me under the Jhadow of thy wings /''——' 
— ^' Under the fbadow of thy wings fhall be my re- 
fiige. 
Until this tyranny be overipaft/^ 

And the Nljfery^ of Mbfesy is moft probably 
** the golden eagle " of Bruce y in the cu- 
. rious Appendix to his Travels into Ahyf^ 
Jtniaj vol. vi. p. 191. — " not only the largejl 
of the eagle kind, but furely one of the 
largeft birds that flies." — He fhot one on 
the higheft top of the mountain Lamal- 
mon, ** which from wing to wing wasf 
8 feet 4 inches ; from the tip of his tail to 
the point of his beak, when dead, 4 feet 
7 inches : he weighed 22 pounds." — This 
nobleft and raoft courageous of the winged 
tribe is found alfo in the Tauric Range, 
in the Mountains of Ghilan in Afia, and 
in the Alps of Switzerland in Europe. 
M He 
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He is the Vultur harbatus of Linnaus *, 
from the tuft of hair below his beak; 
thence called in Abyffinia, Ahou Duck^n^ 
^^Fatherhbng'heardy — ^TheSwifs call him 
Lammergeyer^ *^ Lamb-devourer ;" and he 
has been well defcribed by two of their 
naturalifts, Gefner of Zurich, and Sprungli 
of Berne, in Andr-ecse Briefe aus der 
Schweitz nach flanover gefchrieben^ " Let- 
ters written from Switzerland to Hanover 
hy Andrea. ^'^ Edit. 1776. p. 195 — 201.— 

* This great and ^^ hng-winged eagle, " ^^ full of 
feathers, and of divers colours,'' as he is defcribed by 
.Ezekiel, xvii. 3. exaftly correfpondii^ with Bruc^^ 
defcription — and whom jElian calls xputrailov ^^ golden 
eagle,' and deicribes as /iis/ir®- oudcav *^ greatefi of 
eagles," — does not difdain carrion, as Bruce found; 
and the Ghilancfe eagle is fo defcribed by Gmelin — 
** Et comme il ne dedaigne pas non plus la charogne, 
on s'eft deja fouvent fervi de cet genre d'appat, pour 
le prendre/' — Hence the propriety of our Lord's awful 
imagery: — ^^ Where the carcafs is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together.'^ — ^Where the mafs of a 
nation becomes corrupt, thither will the fwift minifters 
of deftruftion flock— ^^ to devour, to deftroy, and ta 
make an end." 

Sec 
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Sec aifo M. Gme/in's account of thofe in 
Ghilan in the Hijloire des Decouvertes 
Jiar Savans VoyageurSj torn. ii. p. 385.-^ 
M. Buffon erroneoufly confounds this pe- 
culiar fpecies of eagle with the Condor of 
PerUj which has no talons.— This is the 
monftrous bird called the Koc^ in Arabia^ 
Tales. * 

Horace has finely defcribed the training 
of the young Alplni, eagle, in that brilliant 
Ode, Qualem minijirumy defcriptive of the 
education of the young Nero's by Augujius 
* — fo much adniired by claffical readers: 
but how does his defcription flag^ when 
compared with that of the Divine Ode^ 
under the equal difadvantage of a clofc 
tranflation ! 

*^ As, the winged bearer of the thunderbolt^ 

(To whom, o*er vagrant birds, the king of Gods, 

Jove, granted dominion, to I'eward 

His tried fidelity, refpefting ruddy Gdnymede 5) 

Originally, youth and the vigour ofhisjire 

Drove from the neji, unverfed in toils ; 

And now, when winter's rainy clouds difperfe. 

The vernal winds taught him unufual efforts j ' 

Timorous at firft 5 then, on the Jbeepfoldsy foon, 

Mj» He 
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He darts down hoftile, urged by impetuous ardowr^ 
And now, on refifling, ftruggling dragons ; 
Aftuated by love of prey and of combat:'^ 
^' [So] beheld the Alpine tribes young DrufuSj 
Warring m their mountains/* 

According to the ancient Egyptian trif* 
thology, *' /Ae foul of Jove was in this 
hird^' — which thence perhaps was made 
the enfign of the Roman State, as nnder 
yove^s proteftion. — ' The Roman Eagles 
were facred ftandards, which Tacitus calls 
propria legionum numina — ^^ the peculiar 
divinities of the legions " — to which they 
Sacrificed, and by which they fwore,.— 
Both the Egyptian and Roman fuperftitions 
feem to have been diftorted from the He^ 
brew Scriptures ; — and I can fcarcely be 
perfuaded but that Horace had feen the 
Septuagint verfion of the Pentateuch, 
which j'udicioufly underftands the Nijfer 
of Mofks^ as the male eagle — aig7©^> and 
renders all the affixes mafcuJine — xvia — 
fo well expreffed by " Palrius vigor nida 
propuUt^'' — which is a free tranflation of 

As ^^ the eagle Jitrreth up his nefilingSy^ ' 

©r, in the original, " nefl,''' 

4. Btt€ 
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4. But the laft ftanza crowns " the 
fins^ negligences and ignorances '* of this 
traducer^ not tranjlator^ of The Hoi,y 
Bible. 

For JeJJiurutij " righteous Ifra^l " iathe 
Text, he unwarrantably fubftitutes " 7/i 
rael ; *'— the fineft and moft irnpaflionecj 
apoftrophe in the fecond line — " Thou art 
waxen fat and grofs and Jleek ! " — fo dq- 
fcriptive of the wantonnefs of national pro- 
fperity, — and to be equalled only by the 
foregoing apoflxophe of the fame Divine 
Author, " who fpake as never manfjiakCy^ 
to Jerufaleniy. which is its beft comment — 
Geddes metarporphofes into — *' Grown fat 
full and faJlidiou$ '* — They forfook, &g. — 
confounding both numbers and perfons 
in the original I-^ 

— " The reader," lays he in the expla-^ 
natory notr—^^^ is apprized that the ori*- 
ginal is here in the fecond perfon lingular : 
l^hou art grown^ &c* But thefe frequent 
tranfitions from perfon to perfon^ and 
from number to number ^ are mere He- 
brew LICENSES ; which, by being lite- 
M 3 rally 
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rally rendered, gives the text an air of 
confujion^ and fometimes makes it unintel- 
ligible. See Gen. Pref." — Quaere — Are 
not thefe Erfe licenfes, for give and make f 
But fuch *^ tranjitions " furely are not 
confined to " Hebrew '* poetry ;— nor are 
they " licenfesy — They are indeed the 
genuine voice of Nature herfelf, when 
roufed : Thus, Lear exclaims, in his 
phrenfy, on the wild heath, addrefling 
*' Jilial ingratitude y'' as if prefent : 

f f No, ril weep no more : — In fuch a nighty 
Tojhut me out /—Pour on, I will endure :— 
In fuch a night as this ! ! — O Regan ! Goneril ! 
Your old, izW Father — whofe frank heart gave 

YOU ALL !!!— 

O ! that way madnefs lies. ■ 

Even the corre61: Virgil apoftrophizes 
Metius Suffetius^ the Alban chieftain, who 
was torn in quarters by Tullus Hojiilius — 
to punifh his perfidious treachery ; — af- 
ferting th;e jujiice of his dreadful doom : 

f^Haud procul inde citae Metium in diverfa quadrigse 
Diftulerant i^At iu diitis, Albane, manges I "^ 

And 
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And this awful leffon, even from a 
heathen poet and philofopher, is furely well 
worthy of the moft ferious attention and 
difmay oi 2l profejfed ^'faithful tranjlator^^ 
of Holy Writ ; too often, alas ! " befooled'' 
himfelf, and " befooling " others, of his 
** fimple," credulous readers ; — to borrow 
the low, vulgar, obfolete didion of his 
pie-bald verfion or rather travejly {i). 

VI. But it was referved for Voltaire^ 
the grand mafter of modern mfidelity, to 

find 

(^) The following tranflation of i Sam. vi. 6. by 
Geddesj is alfo fubmitted to the Public : 

^^ Why would ye ha,rden your hearts, as the 

Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? Did 
they not, after He [the God of Ifrael] had befooled 
them, let them [the Ifraelites] go; and go they did?" 
—The authorized tranflation, inftead of ^^ befooled 
tbeniy* renders ^^ wrought wonderfully avwng them ;'* 
and Geddes himfelf, in the parallel paflage, Exod. x. 7,. 
much better renders — ^^ How feverely I treated the 
Egyptians '^ -^^^ difplaying my wonders among them,** 
—The low and obfolete term, ^^ befool,'* fignifies to 
irifatuate. '^H.ow would it found in Balaam's reply to 
his qfs ? — ^^ Becaufe thou haft befooled me, had I a 
fword in my hand, I would now kill thee/* Numb. 

M 4 , xxii, 29. 
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find out that " // was impojjthle that Moses 

could have written the Pentateuch ;'• — »- 

I. from want of materials to write on; 

2. from 

xxii. 09.— There he renders — ^^ infulied me.^^ — What 
various renderings ! 

If Geddesy in the Hi/lorical Scriptures, be thus ^^ fo- 
fooled,'* in the Prophetical ^ how will he be hewfldered 
and becrazed ! — I tremble for his- fate — ^^ If tbou haft 
run with foatmeny and they have wearied thee, haw , 
then canft thou contend with borfenien ? Jer. xii, 5. 

How finely has Mofes paraphrafed the full import 
of the verb, fo degraded and traduced by Geddes A— 
Deut. iv. 34. 

^^ Hath God aflayed to go and take unto himfelf a 
nation from the midft of a nation, by trials ^ by Jigns^ 
and by wonders ; by war, and by a mighty hand and 
hy an outjlretched army and by great terrors ; according 
to all that the Lord your God did for you in 
Egypty before your eyes/' 

But, by adopting the term ^^ befool y^'^. e. infv* 
iuate — is not Geddes rather inconfiftent with himfelf 
in a prior note? l^xod. iv. 21. — ^^ Nothing but a 
total unacquaintance with the Oriental ^y\ty could have 
hence given rife to the abjurd ideay that God really 
^^ hardened the heart of Pharaoh y" &c. — The abfur- 
dity, alas ! is his own ^—evincing his utter ignorafnce 
of the Oriental ftyle : — Pharaoh firft ^' hardened his own 
leart'y*' — and when he became incorrigible, then the 
Lord, hy judicial infatuation^ 
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2m from want of aljihahettcal writing ; and, 
3« from ^^ poverty of the Ifraelites, who, 
h^ afferts, had neither gold enough, Jkill 

^. And how deplorably has he overlooked the im- 
port of the parenthetical claufe, % Sam. vii. 14. in that 
laft and moft illuftrious limitation of the birth of 
Christ to* f^ the houfe and lineage of Dav'td,^* 
Luie ii. 4. — ^in that awful warning to his perfecutors ! 
-^^^ I will be to 31M for a father, and he fhall be to 
ME for afon : — {Whofoever [(hall be engaged] in per- 
fecuting HiM> I alfo will chaftife him with the rod of 
men^ and with the ftripes of the fons of Adam:) — 
and my mercy fhall not depart from him; as I with- 
drew it from Saul, whom I withdrew froni before thy 
face.*' 

The application of this auguft prophecy to Christ 
is decided by Paul, Heb. i. 5. And the learned 
' Pierce, in his note on the paflage, has well explained 
the parenthetical claufe. Our public tranflation, 
which Geddes here fer\ilely follows, feems to have 
' applied this prophecy to Solomon, confounding it with 
imother about feven years later, i Cbron. xxii. 8. deli- 
vered by THE Oracle op the Lord himfelf to 
David, with a marked reference however to this by 
Nathan ; wherein Solomon is promifed, and appointed 
by name, to build the Houfe of the Lord, — ^But furdy 
Solomon, though he did commit iniquity, was not 
chaftifed with *^ the rod of men ;" for he lived in 
profperity, and died ^^ in peace,'' ^d,^ the latter pro- 
phecy prediAed, 

enough. 
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enough, nor leifure enough, to make the 
golden calfy in the wilderhefs. — See the 
admirable refutation of Lettres de quelques 
Juifsj vol. i. p. 1 9, &c. 

By a blunder the moft truly ridiculous, 
this lying writer and miferable critic col- 
lefts, that the important Book of Samuel 
w as not written until after the time of 
" Alexander the Great ;" from the Witch 
of Endor, who, in the Vulgate Latin 
verfion of i Sam. xxviii. 7. is defcribed 
as " habens pythonem^'' — " But it is very 
ftrange," fays Voltaire^ " how this word 
python .(which is Greek) could be known 
to the Jews fo early as the time of Saul^^ 
It muft therefore have been after they be- 
gan to have commerce with the Greeks ^^ 

Python^ it is true, is Greek ; -za-uSoiy fig- 
nifying " corruption ;'* and was appropri- 
ated to the Dragon^ who was the grand 
lymbol of divination among the Greeks — 
See AEis xvi, 1 6, and compare Rev. xii. 9. 
—But the Hebrew original differs widely 
both in found and fenfe ; the Witcb being 
a votary of aw n'?ya, Baalath Aub^ " Mif- ' 

trffs 
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trefs of DeJiru£iiony^'-^2L title of Diana^ or 
the infernal Hecate^ the malignant Intelli- 
gence refiding in the Moon^ who was 
ftyled " Queen of the Heavens '* by the 
Phanician and Canaanitijh nations, as we 
learn fron^ Jerem. xliv. 17 ; as the " de-^ 
Jlroying ** Intelligence, Apollo^ refiding in 
the Sun^ was ftyled " Abaddon^^ or Auh- 
adon^ " Lord of DeJiruStion ; " and Beel- 
%ebulj by the Jews, " Majier of the Hea- 
vens or Celefial Manjions^^ as noticed in 
the Firft Part ; and alfo Moloch, '' King,'' 
l>y the CanaaniteSy 2 Kings xviii. 34. and 
xix. 13. And by a miracle the moft tre- 
mendous, not a phantom or illufion was 
raifed, but the ghoji of the venerable Pro- 
phet — to the mutual terror and difniay of 
t:he Witch and Saul — " And the woman 
faw Samuel, and fhe cried with a loud 
voice," &c. — and deicribed him as " a 
God afcending from the earth " — " And 
Saul knew that it was Samuel bimfelf and 
he ftoopcd with his face to the ground 
^nd bowed himfelf;'* — ^^(for fo may the 
priginal paffages, 11 — 14, be more cor- 
5 redly 
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re6lly tranflated.) — ^And the dreadful In- 
telligence — " To-morrow Jhalt thou and 
thyfons be with me " in Hades ^ io exa6Uy 
verified at the fatal battle of Gilboa^ proves 
that it could be no other than Samuel him* 
y^^afcending in glory, when thus **yirtf- \ 
voked''^ by the idolatrous fuperftition of 
Saul; — not *' difquieted^^^ as incorfe6Uy 
rendered in our verfion, (See Farmar on 
Miracles^' p. 492.) — to denounce his fate* 

Such is the Hebrew critic, (as he fbme* 
times affefts to be,) who unguardedly 
made the following avowal, of which the 
Lettres de quelques Juifs^ vol. ii. p. 461, 
have not failed to take the moll ludicrous^ 
advantage : 

" T^^ P^^^ ^^ jR^^^/-^ pour nCenfcignet 
Lr'HEBREU,yV rCaijamais Jieu rapprendre^^ 

" I engaged a Jewifli Rabbi to teach 
me Hebrew ; but / have never been able 
to learn it.^^ 

VII. Aping his mafter, Painij in like 
manner, has difcovered that the Book of 
Job was originally written in Gre^ht by 

fome 



( ^73 ) 

fome heathen philofopher, of late date^ 
and thence tranflated into Hebrew ; — 
from the GreeA names of the conftellations, 
" PUiadeSy Orion and ArBurus^^ adopted 
from the Sefituagint vtviion^ by our Englifli 
tranflation, in two remarkable paflages of 
yobj ix. 9. and xxxviii. 32. — not know- 
ing, in the extent and compais of his ig- 
norance, that the original terms in He- 
brew are as unlike in found as in fenfe (jQ 
— ** Aijh'' denoting Urfa Major ; " Chi- 

mahy 

{f) I. Aijh^ in Hebrew, fignifies ^^ an aj/emblagey* 
and is admirably appFopriated, according to Aben Ezra, 
fcc. to the conftellation of Ur/a Major, the mod re- 
markable in the whole heavens — and, from its vicinity 
fo the North Pole,r fuppofed to prefide over th& rigorous 
frofts of Winter. 

2. Chejil, fignifies ^^ benumhedV or torpid wiih cold; 
cxpreffive of the Autumnal conftellation of Scorpio^ at 
the Sun's entrance into which the cold weather be- 
gins, and the contractions of the Earth's bofom.— 
Hence the Jcwifh month ChiJIeu^ correfponding to- 
part of November, 

3* Chimahy fignifies ^^ charming \" admirably ex- 
preffive of the delightful feafon of Spring, when the 

Karth 
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mahl^ Taurus ; and " Chejil^^ Scorpio :-^ 
while the fourth conflelktion, ** Ma%a- 
rothj* left, through ignorance of its rnean^ 
ing, untranflated by the Septuagint and our 
Englijh tranflation, is judicioufly rendered 
by Suidas^ in his fecond fignification of 
MctfapwG ** the Dog-Jlar " or Sirius ; where 
the Hebrew or Egyfitian termination, (as 
in Nabothy or Thoth^ Behemoth^ &c. ) 
marks his utter ignorance of the Greek 
tongue alfb. 

Thefe 

Earth expands her bofom to the Sun*s genial heat, whea 
entering into Taurus^ in April (quafi Aperilis,) 

*^ Candidus auratis apcrit cum comibus annum 
Taurus ; et adverfo ccdens Canis occidit aftro/* 

*^ When the White Bull with gilded horns opens the 
year; 
And fets (heliacaWy,) from the advancing 
Conftellation of the Dog, retreating/' Virgil^ 

This is finely expreffive of the relative pofitions o( ' 
Taurus and Sirius on the celeftial fphere; the Bull 
fcemingly retreating backwards, as the Sun advances 
forwards in the zodiac, as if to avoid the fiiry of the 
Dog'Jlar coming forward to face the BulL 

4« Mazarofb, 
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Thefe inimitable paflages, amidft all the 
clouds and darkneils attached to patriarchal 
language and patriarchal ajironomyj ftiU 
burftiilg forth to the Philofpphical Orien- 
talift, with a radiance the moft dazzling, 
and with an imagery the moft fublime 
and beautiful, and yet the moft chafte and 
Ibientifically corre6l — which even a Maf-^ 
kelyne and a Herfchellj 3. De la Lande and 
De la Place might view with admiration 
and amazement — may thus be lefs incor- 

4. Mazarothf fignifies "furious," or " raging/'^^ 
an apt epithet of the conftellation of the Dog, at whofe 
heliacal rifing the fultry heats of Summer commence, 
and laft 40 days — thence called " the Dog-dajs/'—It 
is naturally derived from Mazar, which in Hebrew 
fignifies Spurius, Nothus; in Syriac^ Inehrians, Potens; 
and in Arabic, fortis, impavidus fuit — exaftly corre- 
fponding to the Roman epithets, " Infana Camcula " 
— ^^ Jam Procyon yj^ri/ " — ^^ Rabiem Canis " in Per^ 
feus and Horace, In the primitive fphere of Job, this 
conftellation is finely contrafted with its oppofite, in 
fituation as in qualities, Urfa Major ; and fuppofed to 
be dragged forward by an " almighty hunter,*' Orion, 
from " the receffes of tie South '' or AntarBic Circle, 
whence he feems to have iffued, to face his game, the 
Bear and her whelps performing their diurnal rotation, 
in and near the ArBic. 

redly 
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tc€dy rendered, Uluftrating each other, iri 
the moft difficult and obfcure f)arts, of thcf 
moft obfcure poem extant, as it is by far 
the moftancient — compared with which^ 
JLycophron is plain and eafy : 

^^ How can Man be juftified with God 1 — 
One of a thoufand cannot anfwer Him— 
Making Aijhj Chejil and Chimaby 
And the receffes of the South i^ 

'* Canfi: thou fhut up the delightful teemings of Chimahi 
Or the contraftions of Chejil, canfl: thou open ? 
Canft thou draw forth Mazaroth in his feafon ? 
Or Ai/b and her Sons canft thou guide) '* 

This is the moft pi£turefque delcription 
of the cardinal conjiellations^ in the pri- 
mitive fphere-^ — many ages before the Ar^ 
gonautic expedition — (when, according to 
NewtotC^ fanciful fyftem, it was firft con- 
ftrufted,) — and the leading quaUties of the 
Seafons over which they were fuppofed to 
prefide ; according to the moft ancient 
Chaldean aftronomy : — Chimahy or Taurus^ 
denoting the expanjions of the Earth^s bo* 
Ibm in Spring by the Sun's genial heat J 
Chejily its contractions in Autumny by the 

col4 
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cold w6athef, fb finely denoted by thi' 
contraftion of the Scorpion^ s claws, numb- 
ed by the commencing Cbld J Matarothj 
. as prcfiding over the fultry heafs of Sum^^ 
mer during " his feafon'* of the Dog-^ays*^ 
commencing at his heliacal rifing^ on the 
30th of July, in the prefent age and cli- 
mate, and lafting for 40 days ; and who 
IS here' reprefented as drawn forth frongi 
*^ the receffes of the South^^ or Antar£fic 
Circle, by an almighty Orion ; to face 
jij/h^ or IJrfa Major^ ^^ revaluing irr her 
Ardiic ^en, and watching Orion^^ — ^as fo 
finely defcribed by Horner^ Iliad, xviii. 485.- 

Afj(lbvd'* hv Hai Afjus^av iiciK^wiv Kai^iwiv^ 
*H T avla Tpi^dai km t' flptava hniuei. 

^^ And the Bear, fumamed alfo the tVdin, (by the 
Egyptians^) 
Who isv turning h erf elf ^ about there^ and watch- 
. ing Oriouy' 

^ —and his hoifnds Sirius and Canicuta ;— ^ 
and, ui>der the guidance of the fame al- 
mighty 

* It IS remarkable, that both Job and Hornet repre- 

fent the Bear as feminine \ which the Englifh tfanfla- 

N . tor»y 
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mighty Ar£iophylax^ prefiding over the 
pppofite leafoii of the Winter' i frofts. 

And the drift of the argument, m both 
^^nzas of Joby may thus perhaps be not 
incorredlly liimmed up : 

God is all powerful— t — 

' C6nftantiy ^fegulating the feafons of the year : 
But caiift thouy — puny and prefumptuous mortal t 
Reverfe the diftinguifhing chara£lers of Spring and 

Autumn P 
Or bring on the fultry heats of Summer and frofts 

of Wiriter--^ 

Each in their proper feafon ? 

Well 

tors, from inattention to the affixes, and ignorance of 
aftronomy, miftranflatc as mafculine, — ^Even Profeflbr 
Dathe writes ^^ Urfus Minor! '^ for Urfa Major y — and 
mi flakes Mazaroth for a plural, '^J^g^^^ aujiralia/' — 
in defijince of its Angular affix ! ! — ^He alfo miftakes it 
for a aTral ^^sfo/xEvov; whereas it occurs in the fame 
fenfe of^he Dog-Jlar, with a flight interchange of kin- 
dred letters, Maziiloth for Mazaroth^ (as the Septua- 
gint verfion jvjdicioufly reftore,) Ot Kings, xxiii. 5. — 
exactly correfponding to the " Palilia" or ^^ Par ilia/' 
the featts of Pales, the Goddefs or God of Shepherds 
among the LatiTis; whence Palefiine — ^^ The Shep^ 
herd-hand^' — or Palli-Jlhan, — as happily pyefen'ed 
iu llie Sanfcrit or Sacred Language of Hindoflan^ the 
twin lifter of the primitive Sjriac. 
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Well furely might the venerable but rather impatient 
Patriarch (g) exclaim, with contempt and ind^- 

nation — 
— ^^ A miferable critic art thou / /" 

— this wooden critic — as Paine deicribes 
himlelf at the clofe of his unhallowed la- 
bours 

is) '^or its intrinfic excellence, and as a Angular 
curiofity, I will prefent tlic reader .vith the following 
charaAer of Job^ traced by a mafterly hand, and the - 
only one in the whole range of the Bible which the 
jaundiced eye of Paine has not caricatured : 

^^ The Book of Job fliews itfelf to be the pro- 
duction of a mind cultivated m fcience, — The allufions 
to objects of Natural Philojophy are frequent and 
ftrong. — It is full of the meditations of a mind flrongly 
imprefled with the viciffitudes of human life, and by 
turns finking under and ilruggling againfi the prefTure. 
It is a highly wrought compojitton^ between willing 
fubmiffion and involuntary difcontent ; and fhews 
man, as he fometimes is, more difpofed to he rejtgned 
than he is capable of being. Patience (Jam, v. li.) 
has but a fmall fhare in the character of the perfon of 
whom the Book treats ; on th§ contrary, his grief is 
often impetuous ; but he flill endeavours to keep a 
guard upon it, and feems determined, in the midfl of 
accumulating ills, to impofe upon himfelf the bard 
duty of contentment'' — 

O SI SIC OMNIA ! 

N % Ilere^ 
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boufs oft the Old Tejfament^ which he ig- 
liorantly confounds, like his 'mafter Fol^ 
taire^ with the Bible. 

" I have now gone through the Bible, 

as 

Here is the richeft honey extra6led from the ranked 
weed — originally gathered perhaps in the dungeons of 
Robefpterre^ during Paine's imprifonment.— The con- 
ceffions of infidels and heretics to the caufe of religion 
and t|ruth are invaluable; they are like contrary ex-^ 
arnples in Experimental Philofophy, one of which, well 
authenticated, is fufficient to overturn the nioft inge- 
nious hj'potbefiSy fupported by a thoufand metaphyfical 
fubtilties. 

If Paine's homage to the.fcientific (kill and philofo- 
phical information of the Author of Job be "well 
founded, as it certainly is, and if it was written by a 
Helrezu or Arab in the patriarchal times, furely the 
Jc'ii's c-oukl not have been ^^ very ignorant of fcience;*' 
and that they tiiuft have ^' Jludied aftronomy "— 
clearly is proved from their ing^enioiis Cyclesfor determiri- 
ing the Pafcalfull moons ^ whicli muft have been framcid 
as early as tlie inftitution of the Paflbver. — Mofes, and 
others befide, were '^ (killed in all the learning of the 
Egypfians,"^^ And the following teflimony oi Arijlotle 
tiifnfelf to Jewijh Literature, quoted by Jofephus contr. 
Jpion. lib. i. p. 1347. Hud/on^ is fo full and explicit, 
that ix dtfcrves to be adduced in his own words : 
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as a man would go through a woody with 
an axe on his (houlder, and fell trees,. 
Here they lie ; and the prie/isy if they can, 
may replant them. They may perhaps 

flick 

— ^^ To /tier 7CV©- w I«3ai©- zk mf KotXya l.vpia;. Ovloi 3i 
stj-iv aTToFovoi Toav ev hhi; ^iT^ao^av, Ka^avlat h a; ^acriv oi 
<pi>joa'ofoi mapa /asv Iv^oig Ka^avof, wapa Se Xupoti laiauotf 
(juvofAa yuxSovleg aTTo ra T07r» • 'apo<Taroptv(iM ya^ bv KotloMH(ri 
TOTTOV laidia' ro Je Trig 'Sfo^scog owlm ovofia 'mavu akoXiov sriv, 

, 'lt^»«raXii/* yaf aulnv xaxnciv,) ^Otfl®" av o cwOpuTr®-^ £7r<|e- 
vHiJt.ev®' T£ woX^o/j, KUK Tuv avc>) roTTuv ei; rsg iTriOaharltag 
InroHdRaSouym * 'Exxwvix®- ' >}v^ s tji iiay^iiCla fjLovoVy aM<a km 
Tji "i^yxf' ^^' "^^^ ii(xipi(aov%3V vfMiv^ 'srspi Tjjv Afftavy 'sapOr 
CaXav £if ai^sf To^a^ ev otj >j/>t£v, svlufxavsi rifJiiv re xai Ti<nv 
slspoig Tuv ^xo^5"/x6»v^ 'SJEipofjLEv®' aoluv rng ao^iag* ag h 

• ^o>JiOig Twv I'v 'srafjEia cuvcoHEicJlOi 'SJa^s^i^s ri fJLa7\Xov otv etx^v, 
— Tavla Bipmsy ApiroleT^Yig 'mapa t^ Is^hsapxy fcai 'uspoaiii^ 
^oXKnv xai ^avfAociav kaplipiav th lai^oua avd^pog £/ tii ^iuIyi 
Mai a-o^poa-im he^iav." 

-^'^ There I met a Jew by birth, from Co^le-Sjyria. 
(Thefe are defceadants of the philofophers in India ; 
and are called among the Indian philofophers, Calani-^ 
but among the SyriJins, Jews^ from the name of their 
^jountry, which is termed Judea. But the name ot 
their city is very uncouth, for they call it lerufalefnt) 
This man then, who had travelled much, and was 
going down from the Countries of Upper AJia to the 
MaritiuiQ Coafts, was a Greek, not only in his dialeft, 

N 3 ^ but 
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flick them in the ground, but they will 

never make them grow/* 

So far, we fee, from fellings he cannot 

even notch the rind of a fingle tree, even 

the oldefl and rrioft mofly, in the facred 

grove ; — although endeavouring, with his 

rude and blunt tomahawk — like his bro- 

ther-favages in the wilds of America on 

their predatory excurfions — thereby to 

mark his erring way. — This mode they 

call blazing. 

~" But 

but in his foul alfo. And during our flay in AJia 
Minor ^ happening to arrive where we were, he joined 
us and fome other fcholars, \n order to make trial of 
our wifdom ; and when he had converfed on many 
topics of literature, he communicated rather more in- 
formation than he received.^^Thek circumftarices An- 
Jlotle mentioned to Clearchus [his pupil, and inferior 
to none of the peripatetics] ; and moreover, detailed 
the great and wonderful temperance of the Jeiu in his 
diet and fobriety.'* 

This is indeed a mod honourable teftimony from the 
prince of Grecian philofophers, whofe wordy for fo 
many ages, was a lawy in philofophy ! — and furely 
outweighs all the calumnies of the philofophizing 
fchools at prefent againft Jewijh literature ; and I 
cite it alfo as refleding the higheft honour on the 

candour 



( ^83 ) 

— '' But a fooPs bolt is foon (hof ; ''— 
and to make it recoil in a ^r^/;i ^/^w on 
the mifchievoufly fportive aflailaut, often 
requires a depth and compafs of abftmfe 
refearch, of which he cannot frame the 
flightefl conception : — fuch as was fuggeft- 
ed and occafioned by his ludicrous miftake 
about the Pleiades^ Orion and ArSluruSj to 
the Inspector. 

And, to crown all, his ignorance of 
Chronology is no lefs exteniive and com- 
pleat, than of Hebrew^ Greek and ' AJiro-^ 
notny — though all effential requifites of a 
Biblical critic. 

candour and liberality of Ariftotle himfelf, who is now 
unreafonably undervalued and neglefted by puny phi- 
lofophers and critics. 

And thefe ftriflures on Paine may be confidered as 
fupplemental to Bifhop IVatfon's excellent Apology for 
the Bible: — that able fcriptural chemift, and veterah 
in controverfy, having fkilfuUy and difcreetly waved 
the article of Joh^ as involving abftrufe and fcipntific 
refearches, unfit for a popular work; and which^ there- 
fore, it was much better to pafs by in filcnce, than to 
fldm over fuperficially, or explain to the illiterate^ even 
to Paine himfelf — 

Jam nunc dicat^ jam nunc dehentia diei, 

N4 '*Thofe 
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Thofe regulators of timej the Bible 
Chronologijis " — (not Chronologers) — '^ at 
a lofs where to fix and how to difpofe of 
the Book of Job — have affixed to it the 
ara (meaning ejioch) of 1520 years before 
Chrift;"— for which they have juft as 
much authority as I fliould have for faying 
it was a thouf and years before ihzX, period — 
(again meaning epoch or " date^y 

Little does this witling and fcioUJi fuf- 
pefl, that what he ftates as a fuppofition 
altogether incredible, is confiderably nearer 
the truth, than the received opinion, that 
it was written by Mofes in the defert, 
before the ufual date pf the Exode, For^ 
by a redification of Sacred Chropolqgy^ 
which muft here affumed, the trial of Job 
happened in the 25th year of Nahor, Abra^ 
hanC% grandfather; according to that excel- 
lent ^r;;?^«/^;^ annalift-^^/^^rj^/, which h? 
colle6led from Arudha^ a Canaanitiih hiff 
Xoxizxirr-'Abulf. p. 13. ; that is, 2338 years 
before Chrift — or, 818 years before the 
l^ate affigned to the compofition of the 
book, by thp incorredl technical chrono- 
logy 
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logy attached to the jEnglifh Tranflatioa 
of the Bible; which Paine here adopts, 
and too often indeed juftly cenfures.— • 
And the longevity of Job^ furviving his 
trial 140 years, during which Provi- 
dence, to reward his liifFerings and his 
conflancy, gave him other " /even fons 
and three daughters^^ xlii. 13. to replace 
thofc he had loft, i. 2. admirably corre- 
sponds with the Jiandard of life during the 
affigned period of Nahors age* 

The admirable Poem itfelf was probably 
written, in Job^s age; it properly begins 
at the third chapter, and ends with his 
humiliation, xlii. 6. But the Introdu£iibn 
and Conclujion might have been written 
long after ; yet long before the Exode of 
the Ifraelites, which, by a corre6ier chro- 
nology, happened B. C. 1649. 

VIII. Profeflbr Eichhorn^ by his fupe- 
rior iagacity, and " a liberality of invefti-^ 
gation " bordering on licentioufnefs^ has 
fourjd out, that the Book of Jonah is *^ a 
jiious romance ;'* and the Book of Daniel^ 
(which even Paine refpeded as a genuine 

pp|iipofit|on,) 
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compolition,) no other than " a popular 
legend'''' — " a work of no moral merit {b\ 
and uleful only to thoie who praftife divi- 
nation by the interpretation of Scripture." 

Witlings 

{V) Jofephusy the great Jewifli hiflorian, who wit- 
neffed the accomplifliment oi DanteVs prophecy of the 
deftruftion of Jerufalem — and furely was, at leaft, as 
good an Hebrean, as profound an antiquary, and as 
judiciovis a critic as Eichhorn — thought differently : — 
Antiq, X. 7. p. 465. Hudf. 

^' The books that he compofed, and left behind, arc 
Jlill read among us even now \ and from them we do 
believe that Daniel converfed with God. For he not 
only prophefi^, in fucceffion, of future events^ like the 
other prophets, but he alfo determined the fea/on when 
they w^re to happen.'' — ^^ Daniel wrote alfo about the 
Roman Empire, and that [Jcmfalem] would be ^^ de- 
folated'' by them.'' — ^All thefe predidlions, fhewn to 
him by God, he left behind in writing 'y fo that they 
who read and view the events, muft admire Daniel for 
the honour in which he was held with God."" 

^^ And fro7n thefe the 'Epicureans may be convi6led 
of error, who rejeft Providence from the concerns 
of life, and honour not the Deity with the fuper- 
intendance of human affairs, nor admit that the Uni- 
verfe is governed by the blessed and immortal 
Being, for the permanency of the whole; but fajr 
that the world goes on at random, without guide or 
5 coaiifellor." 
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Witlings of the French School are apt 
to make merry with '* the encounter of 
yonah and the whale," — and efpecially 
with his prayer in the whale's belly ; — 

while 

counfellor." — ^^ From the events then foretold by JO^- 
nielj they appear to me greatly to err from the true 
opinion, who aflert that "the Deity exercifcs no 
providence concemmg human affairs."' 

Such are '^ the moral " and religious /^ merits " of 
this highly gifted prophet; and fuch the authenticity 
of his writings, and the veracity of his ^^ divinationSy* 
fumiflied by an hiftorian of the higheft charafter for 
probity and information — who was himfelf a priejl, 
and eminently Ikillcd in facred, Jcwifh, and profane 
literature — Jofephus — whofe invaluable works (not- 
withftanding corruptions and mutilations both by Jews 
and Chriftians) compofe the bejl comment extant on the 
Bible; — as they who "fearch" moft deeply "will 
find/' / 

Of the candour of this noble hiftorian, his honour- 
able charaSers of Jefus Chrijly and of James^ ufually 
ftyled " Our Lord's Brother/' and firfl: Bifliop of^ Je- 
rufalem, who was murdered by the feditious, bear the 
flillefl: teftimony: — the genuinenefs of the latter has 
never been impeached ; and it ftrongly fupports the 
former, which has been called in queftion by hyper- 
critics ^ as a forgery foifted by pious fraud into his 
work, but upon no fufficient evidence external or 

internal. 
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while graver critics difcufs whsA fpecies of 
whale it was, and whether it might not 
be a cow-bellied ^/^ri, &c. ; — the ribaldry 
of the one, and the hypercriticifm of the 

other, 

internal. — Bryant, that veteran in literature, has ably 
vindicated it ; and ftill more fully, Kippisy in his Life 
of Lardnevy prefixed to the laft compleat edition of his 
v^orks. 

The charafter of jEsys, which is naturally intro- 
duced in the account of Pilate's adminiftration, (in 
which Hefuffcrcd,) — Anfiq. xviii, 4, 3, p, 798. Hudf, 
•-MS as follows : 

*^ Moreover, at this time [flouriflied] JefuSy a 
^^ wife marly'* if it be meet to call him vian [Matt, 
xiii. 55.] ; for he was ^^ a zaorker of wonderful works," 
[John iii. %.] ; " a teacher " of men who gladly re- 
ceived the truth ; and ^^ many of the Jews,** many 
dfo of the Gentiles, {John xii. 42.) be gaiwd over, 
*^This was The Christ;'* [ufually fo called, bM 
by Pilate himfelf, Matti xxvii. 17.] And when. Pi- 
latCy on the information of the chief men among us, 
had puniflied him by crucifixion, they who bad been 
attached to him at firfl did not ceafe, For ^^ he appear^ 
cd unto them on the third day, alive again ;'* [as they 
faid,] (the holy prophets having predi6led thefe, ^nd 
numberlefs other wonders, of him [The Christ].) 
And ftill, until the prefent day, the fed of Cbrijlian^ 
(dvi^ominat^d from him) has i^ot failed, 

This 
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otlier, originating from ignorance df^ 6f 
inattention to, the Sacred Text. 

The original lays nothing either of 
wAales or jliarks ;— it only obferves, that 

" THJB 

This is fpoken like a true difclple of the fage Gama^ 
liely diffuading the Jewijh Council from perfecuting 
the followers of Jesus : A6ls v. 38. 

^^ And now, I fay urtto you_, refrain from thefe men, 
Jlnd let them alone ; for if this counfel or this work be 
from men J it will be overthrown ; but if it be from 
God, ye cannot overthrow it; and [beware] left ye 
even be ic\xtidi Jighters againjl God," — ^And furely the 
continuance of CbttJHanity y under ever}' worldly dif- 
advantage, fo long after the crucifixion of its Author, 
inuft have ftruck a contemplative mind like that of 
JofephuSy when he wrote his Antiquities y twenty year? 
after his Jewijh JFar; and who plainly altered, on 
fol)cr reflexion, his hafty judgment, that Fcfpajian was 
the predifted Chrijl — confidering The Cbrijl as Jlill t^ 
comey' in his interpretation of Daniel's prophecies. 

That the moft litigated claufe — Xpir®- ^t®- viv — 
*^ This was the Chrijl'' — muft be underftood with re- 
ference to Xhe popular opinion, is plain from the other 
paffage, p. 896. — where *^ JameSy tov a^e^ov ha-n tx 
TiBfofjLEVH Xpirny ^^ the brother (or coufin) oj JeJuSy who 
%uas called Chrijl y' — ^^ and fome others, were floned 
as tranfgreflbrs of the law, by the zealot Anafius and 
tb^ Jewifh Council-Curing the interregnum, after the 

death 
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** THE Lord Jireparel^i great fish "— 
a miraculous fea-monfter — to punifh, yet 
to preferve the dif^)bedjent but repentant 
prophet, who had fhrunk from the' ha* 

death of Fejlus^ while his fucceflbr Alhinus was on the 
road/'—" which grieved the mojl moderate of the ci- 
tizens, and the accurate expounders of the law."— 
And Tacitus^ who certainly had read Jofephus^ plainly 
borrows his account of Christ (which he confidered 
as fynonymoiis with Jesus) from this very paffage : 
Annal. xv. 44. 

— ^^ Auflior nominis ejus [Chrijlianorum fcilicet] 
Christ us, Tiberio inipcritante, per procuratorem 
Filatum fupplicio affc6lus erat. Rcpreffaque in prafens 
exitiabilis fuperftitio, rurfus crumpebat, non modo per 
Judceam^ (originem ejus mali,) fed per urhem [Romam] 
ctiam, quo cuncta undique atrocia aut pudenda con- 
fluunt, cclebranturqiie.'' 

And how frivolous are the objeftions drawn from 
comparifon of the Jljyle of Jofephus^ in this paffage, 
and elfcwhere, may be feen in the learned differtation 
of Daubuz^ fubjoined to Havercamp's edition of Jq/e^ 
phus — ^^ One egg indeed is not more like to another ^^-r- 
in the appofite comparifon of Huetius : — Let not 
therefore the advocates of Chrijlianity in future, 
through over liberality and falfe delicacy, mifled by 
unfounded authority, fcruple to avail themfelves of 
this powerful teftimony of Jofepbus — even by the au- 
thority of L^r^w-£?r'hinifelf. 

%ardou$ 
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%ard6us commiffion of warning the great 
and proud city of Nineveh — the greateft 
of antiquity — of its impending " over^ 
throw j^ — who confefTed his offence, and 
nobly devoted himfclf, to fave his fhip- 
mates from deftruftion : — " Take me up, 
and cafl me forth into the fea ; fo (hall 
the fea bp calm unto ypu : for / know that 
for my fake this great tempeft hath be- 
fallen you/' — And thefe pious Gentiles of 
the Patriarchal Church — '' who feared 
THE Lord exceedingly " — at length re- 
lu6lantly complied with his generous re- 
queft, after the following deprecation of 
guilt : 

^^ We befeech thee, O Lord ! we befeech thee^ 
Let us not perifh, for this man's life 5 
Lay not upon us innocent blood !^' 

And Jewifh tradition has preferved the 
account, that the miraculous fifli, which 
was ready to receive him when caft forth, 
on the third day after difcharged him 
fafe on the (hore of the Euxine Sea — 
which was confiderably nearer to Nineveh 
than the ^^^oijojipa. — And it was plainly 

after 
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dftef his miraculous deliverance, that the 
grateful prophet offered up his pfaife and 
thankfgiving : — " For he prayed out df 
(or difcharged from) the fifli's belly '''— ^ 
•' when the Lord fpake unto the fi(h, aitd 
it vomited forth Jonah upon dry land :'^— >• 
the intermediate prayer being pfaiilly 
parenthetical, and its conclufion fortiiih- 
ing internal evidence, that it was uttei'ed 
after: 

^ I will facrifice to Thee with the voice of thanks* 
giving: 
I will pay what I vowed [in my diftrefs]. 
Salvation is of the Loitb*! '' 

His prophecy againft Nineveh v»^as pro- 
bably his firft, when he was a young man, 
about B. C- 862. And " the overthrow''' 
of the city, on the general repentance an^ 
humiliation of its inhabitants, was retard- 
ed above 250 years ; for the inundation 
of the Tigris y which threw down twenty 
furlongs cf its immenfe and mafly wall, 
and let in the befieging Medes and Baby^ 
hnians^ under ** AJfuerm ^ — the grand- 

fatheF 
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felhcr of Cyruiy and " Nebuchadonofor '*-i— 
the father 'of Nebuchadnezzar the Great^ 
according to Tobit^ xiv. 15. happened 
B. C. 605. — according to the fuller pre- 
didpion of Nahum^ i. 8. — " by an over^ 
whelming ^Jlood^^ -— delivered 115 years 
before, B. C. 720; and proving that 
Nahuni " could not be that prieft of 

' the Captivity (2 Kings ^ xvii. 27.) who 
alone returned to inftru£l the new inhabit 
tants in the manner of the God of the 
land, and drew up the epitome of the 
Thora (Law) which is preferved to us 
under the name of Deuteronomy — ^accord- 
ing to the idle and unfcriptural conjedlures 
of the M. R. — For the final defolation of 
the land oi Ifrael^ \yhen the Cuthite and 
Babylonifh colony was planted there by 
Efarhaddon^ happened B. C. 6y6j or 44? 
years after the prophecy of iViiJ^a^ ;aS|its 

'date was fixed by that admirable chrono- 
Joger and moft ufeful expofitor of Scrip- 
ture, Jofephus ; thus afcertaining the time 
when this claffical prophet flouriflied : and 
fbme years probably had elapfed, before ' 
O thi 
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the ignorant and idolatfous colomffe 
thought of applying for ^firiefi and reli- 
gious inftruction in thp Lkw of the GoA 
of Ifrael, until punifjied by lions. 

vFhe date of the oveijthrow of Ninevtk 
is one of the moft ccairlafted points of an- 
eient chronology, aiidris rated much earlier, 
by UJherj &c.; but it was plainly fubfifting 
in. j^i9/?<z>^'s. reign, which ended B. C. 6io^ 
•—TJ&rom the .prophecy oi Zejihaniah^ n. i^ 

** TheXord will deftroy AJJyriai 

And vtiW make Nineveh 2l defoiatian/' &c. 

IX. Ift difparaging Danu/^ Profeffor 
Eicbhorn- treads in the ftcps of his pred^- 
eeflbr Mkhaelis. — The illuftrious Ne'u>t(m^ 
indeed feys^ that, " to rejeft the prophe- 
cies of DanieLt, is to reje6l: the Chris- 
tian Religion, which is founded on his 
prophecy concerning the Messiah," — 
[m his ^/or^j viir 13, 14.; and inhis^^^r- 
ings^ ix. 26.] But Michaelis-^ " fb far- 
from counting it the great bulwark of the^ 
Chriftian Religion, on the contrary iS' 
moll: apprehenfive of its caufe being un^ 

dermiued 
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iiermined by the famous prophecy of the 
70 weeks : — 

*^ Ego vero, Ji melior dart oraculi inier^ 
^reiatio nequit^ aiit textum maid defcriptum 
arbitrer, aut tantum abjim ut hoc vatici- 
lilum ancem invi€lam Chrijliancse religionis 
habeam, ut hlc potius cuniculos maxim^ 

timeamJ'* -^ Letter to Sir John Pringle^ 

p. II* 

And moft decidedly indeed would his 
own ^erjion (or, as he more properly calls 
it, " doubts^\ dubitationes,) of this famous 
prophecy undermine its evidence : 

1. Without any fufficient authority^ 
reckoning by lunar years, inftead oifolar ; 
and computing " the 70 weeks^^ = 490 
lunar zz 475 folar yearSj ending with the 
capture of Jerufalem by Pompey^ B. C. 63* 

2. Introducing a new divifion of 70 
lunar^ or (>^ or 68 folar years^ unknown 
to the Sacred Text ; and ending, as he fur- 
mifes, with the introduction of the Roman 
Cenftis into Judea by Quirinius^ or Cyre* 
niusy a little before the birth of Chrift' — 

O 2 B. C. 



( 196 > 

B. C. 4, or U. C. 749. But B. C. 6^ — 

4 = 59' ^^o^ ^7- 

3. Rating the principal divifion of 

*' 62 weeks/' or, as he reckons, 60 fblar 
years, as ending A. D. 66, at the com- 
mencement of the Jewifh war. But B. CL 
4 + 60 zi 64, not 66. 

4. Extending " the one week^^ or 7 
years, in the midji of which '' the Leader 
Chrift was cut off^^ — beyond the dcftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem A. D. 70, to " the end 
of the war^'^ A. D. 73. — Whereas the 
Jewifh war was not compleatly" ended 
until the demolition of Jerufalem, and de- 
flation of Judea by Adrian^ A. D. 136. 

See the fummary of his whole perplexed 
and moft intricate argument near the end 
of his Letter, p. 210, &c. — " yam ut una 
ocular um canjeSiu lujirare pojfts^^ Sec. — -fur- 
nifliing indeed a ftriking and melancholy 
fpecimen of the juftice of his own obferv- 
ation, p. 62 : . 

— -" Eratne hie duhitandi occafio I Ve- 
xum literce nimice^ et difjiutandi fervor^ 

hominum 
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hominum eruditorum animos ^fenfu com- 
muni avocant, nimifque intendendo oculos 
cacutiunf^'* 

X. Improving in hypercriticifm on his 
predeceffor Michaelis^ on Hajfencampj and 
•the reft of his brother Profeffors of the 
German School, Dathe of Leijijicy in de- 
fiance of all the ancient verjions^ which, 
with one accord, render the two leading 
words of the prophecy — ^^ feventy weeks ^^^ 
—(plainly underftanding the former to be 
written fully D'^yinu; " weeks^^ as diftin- 
guiftied from the latter D*»yn^ ^'feventy^^' 
and as now fully eftablifhed by Kenntcott^^ 
invaluable collation of Hebrew MSS.) 
renders both by a repetition of the latter : 

^^ Complures i^tto feptuaginta [anni] definiti funtJ* 

— " Many feventy [years] are determined j^ 
&c. — defining, by " a dozvnright abfUr- 
dity " — in defiance of all logic and com^ 
mon fenfe — an indefinite period ! ! ! — 
Speaking of this repetition, adopted by 
"Dathe — " feptuaginta feptuaginta '* — iV//- 
cbadis thus reprobates it, p. 32 : 

O 3 — " Mirum, 
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— *^ Mirum, in tanta errandi facilitate^ 
tantoque tncitamentOy — (fudantibus in dif- 
torquendo oraculo Judais^ nee faeile res 
fuas expedientibus Chrijitants) neminem 
errafTe '' — ^' neminem vertifTe " — " fep^ 
tuaginta feptuaginta fatales funt anni urbi 
tucer — 

While, on the other hand, Dathe no 
lefs juftly reprobates the interpretation of 
Michaelis, applying *' the one week " to 
the end of the war, and deftrudion of Je- 
rufalem in the midll of it : 

— " Chronologia enim non confentit ut 
ultimum hoc fejitem annorum fpatium de 
bello Judaico explicetur, quod in dimidtQ 
hujus feptennii (A. D. 70.) y^/w finitum 
erat. ** — M/V^j^//j-,^protra6ling the war 
three years after the deftru6lion of Jeru- 
ialem by Titus ! ! ! — And yet Dathe^ no 
lefs abfurdly, himfelf underftands it of the 
PaJJion Week of feven days : — " Sed nihil 
obftat, quia potius exigit hiftoria, ut fub 
hebdomade^ hoc loco, vulgarem — feJitem 
dierum intcllio;amus." — Not underftanding 
that the Mejftah was " cut off^'^ on Good 

Friday^ 
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Friday J near the end of the week^ not 
*' the middle ;" — and that the analogy of 
prophecy requires, that " weeks^'* not of 
days^ but of years^ (honld be nnderftood ; 
as in Lev it. xXV. 8. — *' Seven f abb aths (or 
Weeks) of years," fignify " feven times 
feven^'' (or 49) years. 

To refcue this wonderful and luminous 
prophecy from the obfcurity in which it 
has been enveloped by fuch literary /cutt/e 
fjhes^ I will attempt a more literal and 
lefs incorreft verfion than I have hitherto 
ieeii ; — endeavouring to fill up the ellijifes 
(in which its principal difficulty coniifts,) 
from the general tenor of the foregoing 
chain of prophecies, of which this is the 
denouement or development; and from the 
preceding prophecies of Ifaiah liii. and 
Mofes in Deut. xxviii. of which this is 
the fequel and the amazing commentary, 
as it is the further illuftraf ion of the grand 
prophetic period of 2300 days in the pre- 
ceding chapter, Dan. viii, 

O 4 PRO- 
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PROPHECY OF THE SEVENTY WEEKSi 

Dan. ix. 20. " And while I was fpeak- 
ing and praying, and confeffing my Jin and 
the Jin of my people Ifraei^ and pouring 
forth my fupplication before the Lord 
my God, for the Holy Mount of my God; 
(i. e. the Holy City:) 

z I . Yea, while I was fpeaking in prayer; 
even the man Gabriel^ whom I had feen 
in the foregoing vijion (viii. i6.) Jlying 
fwiftly *, touched me about the time of 
the evening oblation. 

22. And 

* How '' fwift'' was the ''flight" of the Arch- 
angel G(ibnely we may judge from his being fent 
forth from the divine presence about the begin-^ 
ning of Daniel's fupplications, and arriving before they 
were ended ! ! ! — See alfo % Kings ^ xx. 4. 

Micbaelis renders '' defatigatus fejlinatione ** — * 
fuppofing Gabriel was '' greatly fatigued*' by the 
kngth of his flight, and the hafte that 4ie made,\/o as 
to be '' out if breath *'• — id eft, '^ maxime defatigatus ^ 
anbilantique flmHis'"^^ ! ! ! 

By a flight alteration of a fingle letter, the prefeat 
reading ^r:^ ^P will become >p^D fpn volans volando. 
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22. And he informed mc and fpakc to 
me, and faid: 

*' O Daniel I I am now come forth to. 
give thee (kill and underftanding : — [re- 
fpefting the grand prophetic vifion of 
2300 days, viii. 13, 14. expreflive of the 
duration of " the tranfgrejjion of defolation^ 
deftined " to give both the fan6luary and 
the hoji (or people of Ifrael) to be trampled 
on '* — by the Gentiles ; — and which Ga^ 
hriel had partly explained, in the third 
year oi Beljfiazzar^ B. C. 552, namely 14 
years before the preient vifion in the firft 

^^ fy'ing fwiftly,^^ as the repetition of the participle 
implies 5 and is made thereby ftriftly grammatical. 

But MiCHAELis unfortunately deferted the &crip^ 
lure of Truth — and the Hebrew verb expreffive of 
'^ angelic Jiigbt** — Ifa. vi. 6. — to wander after aa 
Arabic fignification ! 

By a licence ftill more unwarrantable, Dathh, 
adopting the rafli emendation of Doederlein, fub- 
ftituting a different verb as the root, renders ^^ cum 
animp^ deliquium pajfus effem,^ ^^ when I {Daniel) 
had ^intedy* viii. 18. — ^But furely the verb which he 
adopts, f i^, no where in the Bible admits this fenfe ; 
but rather, ^^ corifuluit, conjiiltavity annunciavit/' &c. 
. See Trommius Concordance, Second Part. 

of 
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o£ Darius the Mede, B. C. 538. — But Da- 
niel then " underjiood not " the vifion. 
viii. 27. ] 

23. At /^^ beginning, of thy fupplica- 
tions, (ix. 3 — 21.) THE Oracle iffued 
forth, and I am come to expound : (for 
thou art highly favoured. ) Therefore, 
underftand the Oracle^ and difcern the 
Vijion. 

24. [A period of] feventy weeks is de- 
cided upon thy Jieople and upon thy holy 
xity : to complete the trail fgreflion, and 
confummate fins ; and to cover iniquity, 
and introduce a righteoufnefs of ages ; 
and to feal up vifion and prophecy, and 

to ANOINT THE SaiNT OF SAINTS. 

25. Know, then, and underftand : — 
From the ifluing forth of the Oracle 

to reftore \thy people'\^ and to rebuild ^^- 
rufalem^ until the Anointed Leader, 
(i Chron. v. 2. Heb. vii. 14.) fhall be 
feven weeks and Jixty. and two weeks ; — 
{Thou fhalt return, [i. e. thy peojile'\ ; and 
\yerufalem ] fhall be rebuilt ; both the 
ftrect and the breach [of the wall], in 

Jirefs 
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Jirefs of times ^^ (^Nehem. iv. i6. and 
vi. 15.) 

26. And after the Jixty and two weeks 
fhall the Anointed be cut off, {Ifa. liii. 8.) 
— And l^thy fieo/ilel fhall not be his^ (^Exod. 
vi. 7. Numb. xvi. 5.) — A people of the 
Leader to comr, fhall deftroy both the 
city and the faiiduary, {Matt. xxii. 7.) : 
and its end (hall be in a deluge : and until 
the end of the war, defolations are de- 
creed. "Dan. viii. 13. 

27. But one week fhall eftablifh a [/^iw] 
covenant with many [of thy people], \^er. 
xxxi. 31. y^?^;/ xi. 42. A£fs vi. 7.) ; and 
half of the week fhall abrogate the daily 
lacrifice and oblation, (^Heb. vii. 27.)': 
and upon the pinnacle [of the Temple, 
fhall fland] " the abomination of defola^ 
tion^^ Matt. xxiv. 15. until the confuni- 
mation [of" the days of vengeance ^^^ Luke 
xxi. 22.] : But then, the decided [defola- 
tion] fhall be poured [in turn] upon the 
defolator?^ Dan. viii. 13. If a. li. 22, 23. 
lauke xxi. 24. 

EJCPLA- 
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

Although the fcanty limits of this work 
' will not admit of a critical detail of all 
the authorities upon which this tranflation 
of the moft abftrufe and difficult prophecy 
perhaps of floly Writ is founded ; yet, 
to pafs it over without explanation may 
appear prefumptuous, and injurious to 
" the lucid order '* that pervades the 
whole, 

24. The magnificent opening of the 
prophecy feems to blend the fortunes of 
the yews and of all mankind together ; 
marking the grand period, deftined, 
I. " to complete the tranfgreflion and 
confummate the fin " of the Jewijh na* 
tion ; — " filling up the meafure of the 
iniquity of their forefathers," in the re* 
jeftion of Christ, or the " Anointed 
Leader." — 2. " To cover (or expiate) 
the iniquity" of the human race, and to 
introduce " a righteoufiiefs of ages " by 
the atonement of Christ, and ^' the king-- 

dom 
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dom of the God of Heaven^^ which he was 
deftined to eftablifh upon earth, over *' all 
nations, peoples and languages;'* and to 
be transferred, when time fhall be no more, 
into eternity J Dan. vii. 13, 14, — And, 
3. " To feal up vijion and prophecy^ '* 
when the grand period of the Patriarchaly 
Mofaical^ and Evangelical Difpenfations 
fliould be fufficiently unfolded to n^an- 
kind by Christ and his Apojlles^ before 
the end of thtfeventy weeks ^ or 490 years, 
A. D. 70. — Arid, 4. " To anoint the 
Saint of saints," — or " inveft him 
with all authority in Heaven and Earth,*' 
— as " the Prince 6f princes." Dan. 
viii. 25. 

25. Sixty'-nine weeks (= 7 + 62,, or 
483 years,) were to elapfo^ from " the 
ifluing forth of the Oracle," &c. until 
THE Anointed Leader fliould ** come'* 
in judgment — " to dejlroy the City and 
the SanSiuary " of the Jewijh People, no 
longer ^' his'' — for their apoflacy, — by 
** a people " whom he made the inftru- 

ments 
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ttients of his vensjeance — when he " cafne** 
according to the awful and concluding 
denunciation which clofes the Old Tejta* 
ment — ** to fmite the land with a curfe '* 
—by the Roman armies^ which are called 
*' his armies^ fent forth to deftroy thofe 
murderers ''— " who killed the Holy One: 
AND THE Just," — and to burn their city,'* 
Matt. xxii. yi-*— as the unbelieving Jews 
themfelves dreaded — *^ left the Romans 
Ihould come and take away ouY \^koly'\ 
placey and nationy^ John xii. 48.-^And 
accordingly the Jewifli war broke out in 
the middle of the feventieth week^ A^ D* 
66, during the adminiftration of F/orus ; 
, and the city and fanduary were deftroyed 
by Titus y A. D. 70, exaftly 490 years 
from the aflumed commencement of the* 
70 weeks, and alfo of the grand prophetic 
period of 2300 days, B. C. 420.—** when 
the people were returned, and the city* 
rebuilt y and the wall repair ed, and the 
Jewijli polity compleatly reftored by JVJr- 
hemiah's laft reform of abufes." For, after 

his 
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feia death, Judea was governed by its owrt 
higJb-prieft and council, for the remainder 
of the Perjian dynafty. 

26, And after the Jixty and two weeks^ 
hefpre fpecificd, as the largeft divifion of 
the. 70, was the Anointed [Leader] 
** cut off^^ judicially, by an iniquitous {tn-* 
tence, in the midjl of the one weekj which 
formed the third and laft divifion, and 
begaii with our Lord's Baptifm, about 
A.' p. 27.-r-" when he was. beginning to 
be thirty years of age,'' and commenced 
his miffion, which lafted thref years and ' 
half until his crucifixion, about A, D. 31. 

27.. During this one week^ which ended 
a^bout A. D* 34, (about the. martyrdom of 
Stfjihen^ a new covenant was eftabliftied 
with nmny of the Jews, of every clafs.; ia 
the midft of which the Temple lacrifice- 
was virtually abrogated by the allfufficient 
facrifice of the Lamb of God that taketh, 
away the fns of the [repentant and be- 
lieving] worlds 

But THE Christ was not cut off imme^ 
diately after the fxfy-two weeks ; which 

5 expired. 
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expired^ A. D. 14. — The vacancy there* 
fore between them and the Paflion Week, 
may conveniently be filled up by two o£ 
ih^feven weeks, (or third divifion,) making 
14 years ; and the remaining y?y^ weeks, or 
^$ years, if put after the Paflion Week, 
will complete the 70 weeks^ without a 
gap. 

This will, I truft, be found a iimple, 
natural, and confiftent folution of the ohro^ 
nologicul difficulties of this famous pro- 
phecy {E). 

XL By a deplorable want of tafle for 
the genuine fublime and beautiful, Kick-- 

born 

(i) Although I do not concur with him throughout^ 
I am happy to adduce a kamed Jew, David Levi, the 
Ihrewd antagonift of that ^^manof war from bis youth ** 
Dodor Priejiley — ^to vouch the principal points in my 
tranilation and interpretation of this famous prophecy. 

!• He juftly counts by weeks of j; ears y with all the 
ancient verfions. ^' Tbefe feventy weeks are without 
doubt 490 years,*' — and he correftly fuppofes that 
they end with " the deflriiaion of the Second TempUy* 
though he incorreftly dates their commencement from 
^« the dejiruaion of the frji:' For B. C. 5^8 -h 
A. D. 70 = 658 years.v 

2. He 
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Aorn cannot relifli the nine firil chapters (;>£* 
Ifatah. — " They have, " fays he, " the 
common charaSiet of the poetry of hi? 
country about that time ;. they are fuch as 
. might 

3. lie underftands the parenthetical prediftion, 
Verfe 25, ^^ Tboujhalt return^' &c. of " the continual 
troubled and alarms from their eneniies, during the 
building of the Temple, and repairing the wall,^^ — as 
mentioned in ^zra iv. 1 — 13. and in Nebem. iv. 16. 

3. The three claufes of the magnificent exordium of 
the prophecy*--^^ To fnijb the tranfgrejjion^ i. e, ido- 
latry;— */o make an accomplijhment for Jin — (or to 
accomplifli their fin,)— i. e. whoredom; — and to 
make an atonement for iniquity ^ u e. murDer,'* — 
Ihe^vs what this learned Je%u confiders as the crying 
fins of his nation — ^^ which they added to theit former 
fins, inftead of repenting, during tlie time of the Second 
Temple." — ^Andhe confiders the long Jewifh Captivity 
as defiined '^ to bring in everlajling rigbteouffiefs,'^ — 
or, '^ by means of the reftoration of the Jews, to bring 
all nations to the knowledge of the one true God,'^ 
according to prophecy, Ifa. ii. a, 3. and xviii. 3. and 
Zefhan. iii. 9. 

4. "To anoint tbe. Holy of Holies '* — he under- 
ilands, with fome Chriftian divines, Prideaux, &c. of 
the cohfecration of the New Temple. — ^But that tlie 
application is perfonal-^^^ To anoint or inaugurate the 
Saint of faints " — is evident not only from the context 

P ~" the. 
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might be expected from the fon of the 

grazier of Tekoah.^^-^ 

Strange ! is he infenfible to the magni- 

licent exordium ? 

« Hear 

— '^ the Anointed Leader/^ which ^^ LEADER** is 
Christ, the King of Ifraelj or ^^ the King of the 
Jews/' — I Chron. v. 2. Micah v. 2. Matt, ii. OS — ^4. 
John i. 49. — Chrijl (Anointed) and King being confi- 
dered as fynonymdus. See i Sam, ii. 10. (where the 
term is firft ufed,) and Luke xxiii. 3. ; and from his 
title of '^ the Prince of princes/* ^^ againft whom the 
Roman power was to ftand up/* Dan, viii. 25. — ^but 
alfo from his kingdom being called '^ the kingdom of 
the faints,'' Da?i, vii. 18 — 27. 

5. By a grofs anachronifm,, he fuppofes this ^^ Anoint^ 
ed Prince " (or rather Leader) to be Cyrus, who gave 
leave to build the Second Temple, not ^^feven iveeks/^ 
or 49 years from the deftruftion of the Firft Temple, 
but B. C. 588 — 536 = 52 years. And the prophecy 
itfelf was given ^^ in \htfrjl year of Darius the Mede *'* 
and oi Cyrus jointly, Dan, ix. i. in the year B. C. 
538. — when Cyrus therefore was come already ! 

6. And by a glaring inconfiftency, he fuppoifes this 
fame perfonage— ^^ the Anointed [Leader']** "who w^ as 
'^ cut off'" — " after the Jixty-^two weeks **-^(as pre- 
difted of HIM in Ifa, fiii. 8. in a prophecy exprefsfy 
applied to Jesus Christ by the Holy ISpirit, 
Ads viii. 29 — ^35. — and alfo by John, xii. 38.) — to be 
meant of '^ King Agripfa^ who was put to death (he 

fays) 
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f ' Hear, Heavens ! and give ear, Earth /-^ 
For THE Lord hath fpoken : 
I have nouriflied and brought up children } 
But they have trhnfgrejfed againft me. 
The ox knoweth his owner. 
And the afs his matter's crib ; 
But Ifrael doth not know. 
My people doth not underfland/^ 

Was 

fays) by Vejpafian^ about four years before the de* 
ftruftion of the Temple, as was alfo his foti,^^ A. D. 
66, — thus impofing on himfelf, and on carelefs readers, 
another falje Chrijl^ and more falfe chronology. For, 
I. This Agrippdy before whom Paul pleaded, A&sxxvi. 
could not ^* be cut off by Vefpajian in the year 
A. D. 65, \which was the twelfth of Nero's reign, who 
reigned 14 years. 2,. Agrippa and his lifter Berenice 
(the miftrefs of Titus) vt^ere both alive in A. D. 69, 
lind ^affifted Vefpajian againft Vitellius. See Tacit. 
Hijl. ii. a — 81. 3. Jofephus cites two letters of 
Agrippa^ written after his Hiftory of the Jewifh War. 
And there are coins of Y^mg Agrippa, ftill extant, in 
"the nth, 14th, a6th, a9th, and 34th years of his 
reign; and after aiong reign of 51 years, and an en- 
largement of his kingdom by Vefpafian, he died in the 
third year of Trajan, A. D. 100 ! ! ! — ^See the curious 
Stemma HeroDum illustratum, in BroHer's 
Tacitus, vol. ii. p. 370, 371. 

Such is the contemptible ignorance or diftionefty of 

Jojippon, on whofe credit this idle tale of Agrij^a is told 

V 2, by 
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Was he infenfible to that inimitable yi^J- 
rai?(e of the vineyard — the long of " the 
beloved''^ (David) Son of God — fo finely 
commented by the Chaldee Paraphraji^ 

chapter 

by heroi. — ^Had he looked at Gagnier*^ Latin Tranfla- 
tion of Jojippon Ben Gorion^ anno 1706^ p. 340, he 
would have feen an excellent confutation thereof in 
the Note ; — and who thus well accounts for this ^^/pu-r 
rious Jofephus^' venturing to infert fuch a falfehood in 
his compilation : — ^'^ Quia apud Jofepbunij nulla fojl* 
b^c [in Hifl,oria B. J*] fit mentio iftius Agripp^e ju- 
nioris, hinc Befi Gorion nofter, anfani impune mentiendl 
arripuit; quo vcvd.^^ fahulofam Juam h'tjloriam recentium 
Rabbinorum placitis accomnK)daret." 

How is it poffible for hevl^ and literary JeivSj to 
confider this as the work of ^^ the true Jo/ephus " --^ 
^' writing to the Romans in Greek^ and to the Jeavs in 
Hebrew ?*' — Letter to Prlejiley, p. 61.7— when the 
author aflcrts, in the body of bis fu/ori, p* 100, that 
*^ he faw Julius Cafar/' p. 341 ; that he was pre- 
fent at the coronation of Fefpajian ; that he was crown- 
ed by " the Pr^fe^ of Rome/' whom, fays he, ^^ the 
Lalins call Pater, and the Greeks Patron'*— ^i. c. 
'' the Pope ! '*— and that '' Cafar [Vefpajian'\ " flung 
^^ fiores aurci/' i.e. *^ gold Jlorins,'' among the 
mob ! — And, long furviving the age of Metbufelaby he 
fpeaks familiarly of ^'Frmitfay' or France] the " Seinaf"" 
or the river Seine i the ^^ Dani/bi,'' or^Dani/b Land ; 

the 
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chapter v. and applied to himfelf^ and to 
the ingratitude of " his own koufeholdj* 
hy. Jesus Christ ? 

Was he incapable of conceiving the 

import 

the " Anglijhtjb^^^ or Englt/h Nation ; and even the 
'^ Manasy" or Iri/b, who inhabit " Irlanda " /// — 
p. i; — a8o. • 

Indeed Gagnier, in his judicious preface to this cu- 
rious and valuable, though fpurious w'ork, has incon- 
teftibly proved, that the real author could be no other 
than the celebrated R. Abraham Levita Ben Dior, 
written about A. D. ?i6i. . 

It was *^ the innocent bloody^ alas ! of ^^ Jesus of 
Nazareth the crucified/' which Pilate dc^prt-^ 
cated : — this was that crying ^^ murder^' which 
brought down the vengeance of Heaven upon thofa 
^^mufderiersy" and *^ burnt their city,' ■ — inflidling upon 
^^rfbem T^nd upon their feed*' — ^^ great plagues and of 
long continuance^ and fore fickneffes and, of long con- 
tinuance,*^ — 'fo madly imprecated by *' ai,l the 
PEOPLE ''-rrpoflefled and infatuated—^' His blood 
h^upoA us( and upon our children" !! {—--Mii/A 
xxvii. 25. 

Nor will their juft dooiTi be reverted, and this enor- 
mous '^ iniquity "^T MURDER '* he " ^ton^ for ''— 
(as Levi fo juftly underftands the claufe)— ^'' until 
their latter redemption by the Messiah/' jj. 46.— 
until '^ they repent and pray unto Hiifa^^ot Rrgiven* 

P 3 ^ nefs] 5 
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import of thofe illuftrious prophecies, of 
the miraculous concefition^ and univerfal 
foveretgnty^ of Jesus Christ, in the 7th 
and 9th chapters, as interpreted an^ ap- 
plied 

nefs] 5 as the Prophet Jeremiah obferves : ^^ And ye 
ftiS^X fee\ ME, zxA find ME, when ye UtizW fearcb for 

ME, WITH ALL YOUR HEART. And I will b^ 

feund of you, faith the Lord ; and I will turn away . 
your captivity ; and I will gather you from all the na-^ 
tionsy and from all the places, whither I have driven 
you, faith tjje Lord," Jer, xxix. 12 — 14.— -accord- 
ing to the prediAion of Moses, Levit, xxvi. 40. ra-» 
tified by a prophet ^^ greater than Mo/fs" — our Lord 
himfelf. Matt, xxiii. 39. » 

7, Levi has literally rendered the Hebrew phrafe— ^ 
'^ ^nd not to hirtij^ — ^which he erroneoufly applies to 
\i\sfalfe Chrijl — Agrippa-^^^ i. e. there fliall be no more 
of hini — fpr after his death there was po more lingly 
power to the Jewifli nation to this day,'' p. (Ji;^.— ^-But 
the true n^eaning of the conqife phrafe is well fypplied 
by the Latin Vulgate : •^''^ Et non erit ejus, [populus 
<jui eum negaturus eft] — ^And the people that fhail deny 
him, Jhall not he his,' — -forfeiting the original com-r 
paft, Exod. vi. 7.J— " And I will take you tq mb 
for a people', and I will be tQ you for a God/'»— And 
the phrafe is fo ujidgrftood. Numb. xvi. 5^-^-^^ To mor- 
row, tije Lord will make known, who [belong'] to 
fliRf ;'/^>yhich is rendered by the Sept^agi^t verfion, 

^4 
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plied by the Archangel Gabriel —^ to 
**'/>5(? Virgin'^ Mary — " the highly-favouN 
ed Virgin'' —and her " Holy IJfue r^ 
Luke i. . 1 . . 

And 

and by Paul^ 2, Tim. ii. 19. E/vw Kvpi®- rii$ ovla; aula^ 
^^ The Lord fhall mak^ kpiovvn who are his'/' — or 
more literally in French — ^^ Dieu connoit qui [font] a 
lm.".'^And in confequence of this rejection of his 
^^ peculiar people," Exod. xix. 5. — ^^ the Cilj and the 
Sanduary were deftroyed [by] the people of the 
Prince that JhalVcome^'^ — ^i. e. the Romans; — " all 
which was fully accompliflied under Titus^ who com- 
manded them to demolifh the walls, the houjesy' &c. 
— *^ All this was to come, upon them '' — ^^ for the 
abominations which they had committed during both 
XhQ firjl and y^t'ow^ Temples ;'* — and* the Jewijh nation 
are now ^* labouring under opprejjion, ^f/^^j and aU 
moji univerjal contempt, ^^ 

Such is the feeling language in which this learned 
.but ftill ^^ partially blind '' Je<^ exprefles the cmmes 
and the punijhment of his people — ftill fuffering for 
their ohjiinacy ! 

8. His fuppofition that ^^ the facrifice and the offering 
ceafed from the Temple, three years and a half before 
its deftrudlion, on account of the great troubles of the 
J^^g^y'' — is unfounded; for the fiege did not com- 
mence till A. D. 70. Sunday April 2^, at the clofe 
pf the P^iTover, (which began that year on the 14th of 

P4 April) 
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And bow does he betray his own igiio-t 

rance-r— when hp idly aflerts : ^* That /^ 

fvrnt iildipated, (c, vii. 8,) — of the de^t 

ftruiftiop of the kingdom of Ifrael — (of 

which 

April,) The Temple w^s bun^t on Sundajf Aug^ 5, 
and the Upper City taken and burnt on Sunday Sept. 9* 
juft a week before the great day of atonement ;« which 
could not be offered that year for the fias df the 114* 
^on, becaufe 

THE TIME OF ATpxVEMENT WAS PAST ! ! ! 

See Brotier*s curious detail of the particulars of th^ 
fiege, and of the havoc of the Jews. Tacitu^ Hift. V, 
Not. et Btnendat. p. 588. 

9. In the laft and moft difficult claufe of the pro- 
phecy I differ from Leviy a|id the Englijh tra^iflatio^ 
which he follows : 

The Hebrew Qan^phy which both rcpder ^* overr 
Jpr^adtngy* literally fignifies ^^wing;'^ and I conceiv^ 
it to correfpond to tslepuyiov t» ItpTty ^^ the pinnacle of 
the Temple/* or perhaps *^ the battlement ''-^(Matt. 
iv. 5-)— of " th^ ^f^b Phcey^'-r-ox Temple Court, 
where ^* the abomination of defolationy*\ — or the idola^ 
traus Roman enfigns were planted, — J^att. xxiv. 15.— • 
when ^^ the City was furrounded by ^* their encamp-^ 
mentt/^ r^zxiii its de/olation " was nigh/' ^^ Luke 
XX!. 30. ' An(i Matthew's tranflationr--To fihy^uTiMt rng 
^pvpuxTsai — irui bv rowv a/Ia>— is well fupported by the 
|atelv publiihed Clnjian MSS< of the old Septuagint 
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which Ephraim was the principal tribe)--» 
within Jixty-Jivc years, has not corre- 
iponded with hiftory ?— It has moft mi- 

, jiutely correfpouded therewith : for, from 
the Jirjl invafion of Ifrael by Tiglath Pil- 
ajfur, king of Aflyria, " whofe fpirit God 
ftirred up to carry into captivity the Tranf- 

jordanlte tribes of Reuben^ Gady and Half 
Manajfehy^^ for their earlicft idolatries, 
I Chron^y- 26, about B. C. 741.— and 
was fucceeded by Shalman-ajfur^ who took 
Samaria^ and carried into captivity the 

main 

v^rfion of Daniel^ which renders — km mtti to hpov, gjg* 
?ivffjta Tng sprifjuaa-eag irai — as in Dan, xii. II. where the 
correfter Hebrezu reading is preferved, Sbikutz Sbo^ 
mhriy exaftly correfponding to g&xvijxa tji^ tpnfAdxrsu;, 
in Matthew y the Septuagint, and Theodoret^s verfion. — . 
Then, we are told, the daily facrifice of the Temple 
a£iually was ^^ taken away^^ which had been virtually 
^^ abrpgatedy* or its efficacy ^^ ceafed/' 39 years be- 
fore, by the alUfufficient Sacrifice of the fpotlefs 
f^ Lamb op God ;*'.of which the Temple facrifices 
were no more than ^^ thejhadow " or type.--— And the 
conclufion expreffes the retaliation of divine vengeance 
pn ^^ the deJolatoTy^ — according to the more judicious 
rgndpring of the margin of the Englifti Bible— fup- 

ported 
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main body of the ten tribes who compofed 
the kingdom of Ifrael, B. C. 721, until 
Efarbaddon^ who fwept ^ the land, and 
completed its defolation, B. C. 676, was 
precifely the prophetic term : — 

^^ Within 65 years ftiall Ephralm be broken. 
That it be not a people ! '' 

Such grofs chronological blunders, as 
this German Profejfor of Divinity com- 
mits, would be inexcufable in that moft 
ignorant of " Bible chronologijls and ;w//^ 
regulators of time " — Thomas Paine. 

ported by the general tenor of the Old and NeXvTefta- 
ment, — when '^ the times of the Gentiles fhall be ful- 
filled,'^ huke xxi. 34. 

. The infinite importance of the fubjeft, both to the 
Jewijh and Chrijlian world, and an ardent wifli to 
lefeue this noble prophecy from the idle and unchro- 
nol<^ical comments of rabbinical and fceptical preju- 
dice, aiid to feparate the wheat from the chaff in this 
meritarious production of a Jewifh eo-adjutor and auxi- 
liary againft Unitarian Methodifm, muft atone for the 
kngth of this Note, which I would willingly fubmit 
to Levi's ftrifteft fcrutiny in his propofed '* Review 
of the explanations given by Chrijiian commentators,'* 
p. 65. 

It 
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It is truly remarkable, that the canonical 
books of the Old Teftament^ which form 
the main pillars of the New^—Mofes^ Jo- 
nahj Ifalah and Daniel^ — formerly fo re- 
vered in the ancient Jewifh and Primitive 
Chriftian Churches — are thofe which arc 
principally profcribcd by the Philofophix^ 
Ing Schools !-^Our Ltord himfelf declares, 
" Mofes wrote of me," — and gave the 
twofold " fign of Jonah the prophet " — 
refpeding his own bufialand refurreftion 
on the third day, and the deftrudlion of 
the Jews^ exaSly 40 years after his. laft 
denunciation. Matt. xvi. 4. — And He alfo 
foretold the fpiritual blindnefs and infatu- 
ation of the Jewifh nation, in the language 
of Ifaiah^ vi, 10. Matt. xiii. 15. — which 
Paul again repeated, ASls xxviii. 25. And 
to his confidential difciples, our Lord 
communicated the ^'Jign of the prophet 
Tianiel^^ which was immediately to pre- 
. cede the dejftrudion of the Temple and 
City of Jerufalem, in the " abomination of 
defolatjon^^'—ov the idolatrous Roman En- 

%ns. 
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figns, which were the abomination of the 
Jews, and the harbinger of defolation. 

The fame profcription extends alfb to 
the apocryphal book of Tobit^ becaufe it 
makes honourable mention of the pro- 
phecy of yonah^ which Tobit predicted 
was fliortly.to come ; and his fon Tobias, 
" before his death, rejoiced over the de- 
ftru6tion of JV/'f?«;^ V xiii. 15. 

" And now, my fon, depart out of M- 
nevek^ becaufe that thofe things which the 
Prophet Jonah Ipake fhall furely come to 
pafs," xiii. 8. 

T'his is an important teftimony to Ihew 
in what high eftimation this Prophet of 
Galilee was held by the Primitive Jewijli 
Church; — as the powerful and inftanta- 
neous efFe<a of bis denunciation againft 
Ninevehj even when he had only gone 
through a third part of the extent of that 
" exceedingly great city^^^ — in the fudden 
repentance and humiliation of all its in- 
habitants, — ^uneqi^iTOC^Uy proves that he 
was received ^fpctag the Heathen^ as a 

Projihet 
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Prophet of the most high God. But^ 
by an ominous infatuation, the Jewijii. 
Doftprs, in our Lord's time, who ^^ fearch-' 
ed the Scriptures^'' hwt ^^ loBked^^ through 
the mifts of prejudice, determined that 
" out of Galilee cometh no Prophet ; "— 
flrangely forgetting our Lord's predeceflbr 
Jonah of Gath-hejiher in Gahlee, 2 Kings 
xiy. 25. — and likcwife their fucceffors the 
German Dodor^ of the prefent day ; — 
while the prophet Daniel^ held in fuch 
high eftimation by yofephus and the Jenscijh 
nation in the days of Chrift, is now equally 
reviled by Jewijli and German Doctors. 

Small reafon then have the M. R. '^ tp 
confole " either themfelves or the Public 
on the fmall number of books — »*' which 
after all this ^^ fever e criticifm " [of Eich- 
horn] h would at rnoji be juftiiiable to 
expel from- the prefent canon,** — if two of 
that number be " Jonah and the Legend 
concerning Daniel. " — Vol. xxiii. N* S* 

P-497- 

XII. Nor is the ftill mpre important 
canon of the New Tejiament treated with 

9 more 
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more reverence by the intemperance oT 
hypercriticifm. — Liften to the following 
round affertion of a ^^ Jirenuous Unitartari'^ 
and Seceder from the Eftabliflied Church — 
Evan/on : — '^ That many of thofe Scrip- 
tiwes whjch form the moji ejfential parts 
of the canon of the Apojiate Church, muft 
be fabulous and falfe^ feems as certain as 
that the Word of God is true." ! ! ! — 
Dypmances of the Four generally received 
Gofjielsj p. viii. 

And Accordingly this calumniator lops 
off, without fcruple, all the Gofpels but 
Luke^s^ and the principal of Paul's Epiftles, 
becaufe they militate againft his favourite 
hypothefis of the fmjile humanity of Je- 
sus Christ. 

But how does Priejlleyy ftartled at his 
pupiFs extravagance of fcepticifm, repel 
fuch a round and reviling charge^ in his 
alleged Vindication of the Authenticity of 
the Goffiel of Matthew, &c. ? — He denies 
that they are fabulous^ but he grants that 
they may be falfe ! ! ! — Second Letter to a 
Young Many p. 40, 
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' — " The Evangelijis might all be very 
honeji men, and, in the mairiy well inform- 
ed with refpeft to what they undertook to 
relate, and yet write their feveral narra- 
tives with all the variations^ that we find 
in them ; — (writing without any inffiiration 
at all^ and a conjiderable time after the 
events.)— jp(?ie; perfons have noted more 
reai inconjijiencies m the different Evan- 
gelifts than myfelf, (as may be feen in the 
Dijfertations prefixed to my Harmony of 
the Gofjiels.^ But it never occurred to me 
that they furnilhed any objedlion to the 
authenticity of any of them." — Ibid. 

Such is the curious mode of '' vindica^ 
tion " adopted by this herejiarch : — he 
lacrifices the credibility of the Gofpels, to 
fa^;^ their authenticity I not leaving the 
latter worth defending.— The- vindication 
•furcly is more ruinous than the attack :— 
For, ' 

^ Though I will not contend, like fome 
9ver-zealous and hypercritical Divines, for 
the plenary infpiration of every '^ iota anS 
every tittle'^ of the Gofpels^ — (as, for in^ 

ftanee. 
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itance, the old chronicles or genealogies 
quoted by Matthew and Luke^ becaufe they 
' were merely hiftorical records, which to 
fuppofc infpired compofitions would be 
abfurd, as defeating their original ufe and 
intention ;) — ytt furely *' to run into thi 
opjiojite extreme j'' and to affert *^ that the 
Jivangelifts wrote without My inffiiration 
at allj' is moft ^'foolijh '^ and idle ; as well 
as revolting to the received opinion of all 
but ^^Jirenuous Unitarians'^ of the Priejt-^ 
leian fe£i^ — We may indeed adopt, even 
from a Heathen Poet, that lage canon of 
criticifm : 

" Nee Deus interjti, nifi dignus vindice npJus 
Incident." 

*^ Let not Divine agency be introduced, unlefs ^ ^i^ 
jiculty worthy of fuch interpofition (hall 0CCUT4*' 

But, furely, tofuppofe that the Evange- 
Ms could " unfold the myjiery of the 
Gofper^ — the fublime^ and in their full 
extent, " incomprehenjible " doHrines o£ 
the Chriftian Difpenfation, abfque affiatu 
divino — (in the language of Cicero) — 

" without 
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•* without divine infpiration ^'— that there 
is only oNfi God and one Mediator 
between God and Man^ a naan Christ 
Jesus/' " our Advocate '* with the Fa- 
ther, — and " another Advocate^ " the 

• HoLrY Ghost, whom he exprefsly pro- 
mifed to fend unto his faithful difciples, 
" to guide them into all the truth " of the 
Chriftian difpenfation, — is to banifh Divine 
agency where it was indifpenfibly requi- 
lite — to difclaim all " illumination from 
above*' coming down from the Fa- 
ther OF Lights : — a dodrine at which 
Socrates^ Plato^ and Cicero^ would have 
Ihuddered with horror*— It is indeed " to 
render the Word of God^'' Mk^ their Pha- 
rifaical predeceffors, whom our Saviour 
upbraided, " of none effe£i^ through their 
vain traditions^'' and vainer philofophy. — 
How myjleriesj how prophecies^ " which 
eye had not feen, nor ear heard, nor could 
enter into the heart of man to conceive," 
— ** into which angels themfelves are de- 
firous to pry,*' — could either have been 

' conceived or comnmnicated (and often in 

Q . language 
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language unintelligible to the vehicles 
themfelves) otherwife, is of all " real 
ineonjijlencies " the moft glaring : — while 
thofe, of which this able and honeft vin- 
dicator boafts that he has difcovered fo 
many in the writings of his venerable 
clients, when put into the retort of fober 
and Ikilful criticifm, will be found to eva- 
porate in fmoke, and leave nothing but a 
mere caput mortuum behind, and an in- 
delible ftain on his character as a facred 
critic. 

XIII. A fingle fpecimen may fuffice 
for this Spicilegium. — By way of fupport- 
ing the authenticity of Matthew^ an4 
Luke's Gofpels, he rejefts the important 
' Introductions of both, as fpurious interjia-- 
lations ! — becaufe they pbftinately and un- 
bendingly militate ^ againft his favourite 
hypothefis of the Jimple humanity of Jefus 
Chrift, by teaching the wonders of his 
miraculous conception and birth. 

Ta banifli thefe, he raifes up the ghofts 
of the raiferably curtailed Goipel in ufe 

among 
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aitiong the " beggarly" EbioniteSj the 
loweft fed of Judatzing Chrijiians^ long 
iinte defpifed and forgotten — which, he 
tells us, wanted the two introduftory 
chapters of Matthew's Gofpel, but, " with 
a flight variation^ had a natural and re^ 
gular beginning at the third chapter ; 
which is alfo the cafe with that of Luke^ 
without the change of a fingle word ; 
(though there is not fo much external evi- 
dence of this Gofpel having been originally 
without its prefent Introdu£tion).'* Se^ 
c6nd Letter to a Young Man^ p. 46. — And 
in his Hijlory of Opinions ^ vol. iv, p. 102, 
(of which this elementary Letter is the 
extrad or quinteflence,) he ftyles them 
^* very proper beginnings. ^'^ 

Notwithftanding all the fringe of un« 
tranflated or methodized Greek quotation 
that deck the pages of the pillars of Uni- 
tarianifm, Priejiley^ Wakefield^ &c. he has 
omitted to cite thofe very proper begin-^ 
nings J and I am indebted for them to a 
difciple, Williams — in his free (but uncri- 
tical) 'Enquiry into the Authenticity of the 
Q Z JW9 
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two frjl Chapters of Matthew's Gofpel; 
for he unA^ittingly drew them forth from 
their prudent concealment, by an un- 
guarded reference to Epipbanius^s valuable 
account of the Primitive Herejies^ vol. i. 
p. 13.8. Paris 1622. — who, moft fortu- 
nately for the caufe of our genuine Go- 
Ipel, has given the beginning of the Ebi^ 
onite Gofpel : 

ricfjiot fJCBJocvoiois ev to; lop^ctvri wojajULOijj &C. 

" The beginning of the Gofpel among 
them is thus : " // came to Jiafs in the days 
of Herod the king of Judea " — " came 
Johny baptizing the baptifm of repentance 
in the river Jordan^'* &c* 

Here, by a grofs mutilation, inftead of 
the ^^ proper beginning^'' of Matthew"^ 
third chapter — Ej^ l^ tolis yifJiepoL^s exeivcug"^ 
** Moreover^ in thofe days^^' — meaning the 
days or generation of Archelaus^ Herod's 
fon, who fucceeded his father as Ethnarch 

9 . ^^ 
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of Judea, — by a ftill groffer and more ftu- 
pid anachronifin, is fubftituted, " the pro^ 
fier beginning '* of Luke's Introdudiion^ i. 5. 
who ftates the miraculous conception and 
birth, oi the Baptift as happening in the 
rcigfi of Herod the King — full yy years 
before his preaching and baptifm, and 28 
years after Herod " the King^^ was dead 
and buried I — For Archelaus^ as we learn 
from Matthew^ fucceeded his father in the 
government of Judea, during the flight of 
the Holy Family in Egypt, which was 
^^ two years or under^^ from our Lord's 
birth ; and John was born Jix months be- 
*fore Chrift, and began to baptize in his 
thirtieth year, as we colleft frop Luke ; 
and Archelaus was depofed in the tenth 
year of his adminiftration, as we learn 
from Jofephus. . 

Such is the difgraceful evidence, infi- 
nuated, hyit fupprejfed^ by a chronologer^ 
a biographer^ but an " over-ftrejiuous 
Unitarian^^ like Priejiky ! ? / 

That it could not have efcapcd his no* 
tice, is evident froiti Hift. of Opin. vol. iv. 

Q3 ?• 96^ 
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p. 96, where he quotes the following im- 
portant atteftation of the principal herefi^ 
archs of the JuJai%mg School, Cerinthus 
and CarJiocraSj (unwittingly eftablifhing 
the authenticity of the beginning of 
Matthew^s Gofpel, namely the genealogy 
of Chrift,) from the fame page of the 
fame edition of Ejiijihanius ! *^ Vol, i. 

p. 138. " 

avlco ^cofJL^voi JwGgr wctp cttP.ois svayfehico^ aTTO 

yevBo^y^ofias fiaXoiPcci TsretpK^ttv ex. ayrspfJioLlog I«- 
crw(p xai M^'p«a$ eivoLi top Xp/^oy. 

" For Ccrintht4s^ indeed, and Carpocras^ 
ufing the fame Gofpel among themf elves — 
[not " with the Ebionites^'^ as Dr. P. in- 
corretlly renders,]— ^-o/w the beginning of 
the Gofpel according to Matthew^ by means 
of the GENEALOGY, wifli to provc that 
THE Christ was of Jofeph's and Mary^s 
feed 1 '' 

XIV. And as Priejlley has thus unwit- 
tingly brought to light the mofl powerful 

heretical 
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heretical evidence of Cerinthus^ that violent 
ftickler for ctrcumcijion^ A£is xv* i. con- 
demned in the firfi Synod at Jerufalem, 
verfe 14. according to E/iiphanius — (for^ 
his unikilful rendering of -araj* *u1o/$, 
•** with them^^ i. e. the JE^/(?;^//^j— would 
overturn his whole argument from the 
omiffion of the genealogy in the Ebionite 
Gofpel, by the counter-fevidence *bf CV- 
rinthus and Carjiocras — "a real incon^ 
Jiftency ** of the firft magnitude, which I 
leave him to folve, if he.choofes to adhere 
to his own tranflation rather than mine,) 
— in fupport of the authenticity of Mat^ 
thew's Introdu6lion : he l^as rendered the 
iame, fervice to Luke^s^ as we have {tti\ ; 
and alfo the ftill more important attefta- 
tion thereto, of Marcion — who was un- 
queftionably a heretic " of learning and 
ability, '* as he reprefents — " and whofe 
copy of Luke's Gofpel began^ as Ejiijiha-^ 
nius fays^ at the third chajiter — affording 
^' a fufpicion** " that this was all that 
JLuh wrote." Hijl. Ojiin. IV. p* 103. 

Q4 Who 
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Who would not fufpe6l from this, that 
Epifihanius acquiefced in the .corre6lnefs 
of the MarcioniU Gofpcl ? And the reader 
may judge of my furprife and indignation 
when 1 looked at the quotation of ^fiif 
Jihanius^ vol. i. p. 312. at the bottona of 
the page — which I now tranfcribe, and 
ihail fupply what he has omitted,— its K^ 
teral tfanflation \^-^ 

loLvjcL wuyjoc wmKo^a^^ wrr^TrnonKriy xcu 
up^ifiv T« evay fe?iiii eja^e ravjry — Ev Ty 'sr$iM 

*' Having furtai/ed all thefe, [i. e. the 
two introdutlory chapters of Luke^s Go-, 
fpel] — M^rcion fet off, [from the third 
chapter,] and made this the beginning of 
his Gofpel : " Jn th^ ffteenth ^^ar of Ti^ 
l^erius Qi^far^^ &c. 

And as a further proof of Marcion^s 
mutilation, we may remark, that he dropt 
the conne^ing particle J'g, " tnoreover^^ 

■~p|r Sifci AE Tff'^ii^Kaihif.xIa)^ &CCf of the ge^ 
^\;il»e Qpfpel, 

l5 



Is this honeft ; is this fair dealing ? pot 
only to fupprefs, but unblufhingly to per- 
vert adduced evidence — -to flander Ejd- 
phantus ?— I cannot forbear retorting in 
the language of a Ihrewd Jewifli antago- 
nift, David Levi — and an honourable, 
becaufe an open opponent of Chriftianity, 
(however feeble his argument.)— Sec his 
letters to Dr. Priejiley^ ^1^1^ an*hisiar* 
caftic Hebrew Motto, addreffed to the Uni^ 
tarian School, from Jerem, xiv. 14. 

— *^ I myft tell you fincerely, (Dr. P.) 
that you have attempted to miflead your 
readers, under the appearance of fincerity 
and good^vvill ; and that hy jumbling truth 
and falfehood together in fuch a manner as 
not to be eaiily feparated by perfons of or- 
dinary capacities, and which are what the 
bulk of a nation generally confift of."-!^ 
^' This is fuch an abfurdity^ that I am 
furprifed and aftoniflied when I reflcfl:, 
^ how it was pofiible, that a Divine and a 
Philofojiher^ of your diftinguilhed rank in 
the Republic of Letters, fliould overlook 
fit.] But, if I am not greatly miftokcn, 

/ verily 
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I verily believe^ that the honour of Jesus, 
or the propagation of Christianity, are 
tilings of little moment in your ferious 
thoughts^ notwithjianding all your hoafied 
Jincerity. — If I have erred, I beg of you to 
bear with me ; for it is the love of truths 
that obliges me to fpeak out.'' 

That David Levi has not erred in his 
judgmem, the foregoing Spicilegium may 
evince, to all intelligent and unprejudiced 
Jews and Chrijiians. — And forry I am, 
that the fame love of truth obliges me to 
declare, that David himfelf, even " little 
David^^^ as he humoroufly diftinguiflies 
himfelf, encountering this " Goliath in 
controverly, " — has erred in turn, and 
^' jumbled truth and falfe hood together^'' — 
in his overweening zeal to vindicate yu^ 
daifm and depreciate Chrijlianity ; as even 
the foregoing remarks on his expofition 
of the famous prophecy of the 70 weeks 
may evince. 

The time is coming, when a fl:ri61:, im-- 
partial, and fcientific " Review of all the 
Prophecies concerning the Messiah, from 

Mofes 
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Mofes to Malachi, compared with the 
A6ts of Jesus recorded in Ihe New Tef- 
tamentj will irrefragably prove, that they 
have been altogether fulfilled^ in his per- 
fbn/^ and altogether in no other — when it 
fhall pleafe God, in his own good time, to 
remove " the veir^ ftill caft over, the 
Jewijh and Chrtjitan Scriptures, by human 
traditions and human authority, ftetided 
heterogeneoufly with divine revelation. 

XV. Nor is DoaorPr/g;?/i?/s Crwd 
implicitly or unanimoufly admitted to 
contain all the articles of Unitarian faith : 
' — ^and he is too ready to obtrude iiimfelf 
officioufly on the Public, as the unwar- 
ranted and unauthorized ffioAfor of the 
opinions of his brethren of the various 
Unitarian feds. — Liften to the following 
excellent ftridtures of the independent 
Wakefield^ putting in his r^t;^^/ againft the 
rejedion of Matthexv\ and Luke'^s Intro- 
du6lions : Enq. p. 47. 

— ^' Somc^ I know, have been difpoled 
to difpqte the genuinenefs of this part of 

Matthew's 
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Maithemi's narrative ; but upon no pre- 
mifes, I think, that will warrant fuch a 
dangerous conclufion. The Ebionites^ in- 
deed, rejeded the two firft chapters of this 
Gofpel^ becaufe their notion of the human 
generation of Chrift could not otherwife 
b^ digefted. St. Luke^s account was 
equally incompatible with this fcheme ; 
and therefore, to avoid the appearance, I 
prefume, of too much Jingularity and [ire^ 
judice^ they difa vowed with conliftency 
enough all the three other Gofpels.'* It 
will fuffice to obferve, that Hegijippus ac- 
knowledged thefe chapters to be genuine, 
{Jren. i. 26. Eufeb. E. H. III. 19, 20.) — » 
that they are found in all the old [unrnu^ 
tilated'] MSS. (/)— and are retained in the 
SyriaCy Laiinj CojitiCy jEthiopicy Arabic 

and 

(^ In the Tranfaftions of the "Royal Irijh Academy y 
Antiquities J vol. i. p. 121. is a curious and valuably 
Memoir, read Nov. ao, 1786. — on a newly difcovered 
fragment of a mod ancient manufcript of Mdttbezo*s 
Qofpel, in the Library of Trinitjt College^ Dublin^ 
written in round and fquare uncials, like the Alexan^ 
dna7iy Epbrem and Cambridge MSS, and moft fortu* 

nately 
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and Per^c verfions. They reft therefore 
upon the fame foundation as the other 
Scriptures, and ftiould be regarded with 
equal refpeft, until ietter proof of their 
fpurioufnefs can be produced. 

Surely we may now retort on the he^ 
rejiarch his own pointed motto^ addrefled 
to his moft intemperate difciple Evanftm^ 
whofe extravagance oi fcepticifm would, 
as he juflly remarks, cut up all hiftorical 
evidence both facred and profane by the 

roots 

nately fupplying deficiencies in them; efpecially the 
vifit of the Magi to Jerujalem. StOr \3a& fnc-JiinUc 
taken from Matt. ii. 15, i6.T-.where the pennutation 
of the vowel c and the diphthong ai — as in ^^ eYtirtx?n ** 
for ^^ eveTToftx^y" is alfo cuftomary in the moft ancient 
MSS. extant, and found likewife in one of the Corty-^ 
rian infcriptions. Vide Diariu?n Ital. p. 4124. 

This precious fragment, which contains a confider- 
able part of Matthew's Gofpel^ was ordered by the 
College Board to be engrav^ed, from the curious Jac^ 
Jtmile — furnifhcd by the learned and lynx-eyed libra- 
rian Doftor Barret — ^who difcovered it, under written, 
under fome modern Greek MSS. — And furely, if of 
^^ iht Jixtjy -four pages " which he has decyphered, no 
lefs than ^^Jifty^mne contain parts entirely wanting in 

the 



( 258 ) 

roots — with a flight interjiofatiofiy and 
MiltotC% tranflation thereof: 

Expende Hannibalem : quot libras in ducefumma 
hivenies P 

Atqui vultus erat multa et prteclara minantis"^ 
— Die altquid dignum promijjis ! 

^f On the other fide, up rofe 

Belialy in aft more graceful and humane : 
A fairer per/on loft not Heaven r he feemed 
For dignity compofed and high exploit ; 

But all was falfe and hollow ! '* ■ ■<> 

XVI- I fhall clofe thefe curfory glean- 
ifigSy with the laft, and not leaft refpeSlable 
on the German lill:, the celebrated Gries- 

the Alexandrian," — to withhold fuch a treafure ftom 
the literary world is utterly unpardonable ; efpecially 
when the authenticity of Matthew*^ IntroduSlion has 
been fo peremptorily impeached, and which this Afa- 
nufcript goes fully tb eftablifh. — Unfortunately for the 
Cjiufe of literature in Irelandy the IJniverJity has no 
fund appropriated to printing, as in Oxford and Cam-- 
bridge. — But even this is no excufe for a delay of thir-' 
teen years ! — Surely, if their finances will not afford 
the expence, it might, and I am perfuaded would be, 
gladly fupplied by private fubfcription-^evtn in Ire- 
land, where Sacred Literature^ unpatronized and 
neglefted, flill languifhes. 
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BACH, to whofe valuable labours we owe 
a ufeful manual edition of the New Tejla- 
tnent^ and an excellent fele6lion of various 
readings, ingenioufly appreciated by differ- 
ent Jigla^ but fometimes unfortunately 
difgraced by hyjiercriticifm.'^-l (hall feled: 
one or two inllances of moft moment to 
the Chrijlian faith. 

As /the Evangelift John ftates the an- 
tecedent charader of Jesus Christ, uader 
the title of J Aof®^ — the oracle, by 
way of eminence, in his fublime Intro- 
du£tion, i. i. whom he perfenifies as 

c Aor@w T8 ©g8, " THE ORACLE OF THE 

Deity,'* Rev. xix. 13. — and exprefsly af* 
ferts, that 0go$ r^v y^o^(^ — " A God was 
THE ORACLE** (jTi) — vjhtv^ Priejiley^ 
betraying grofs ignorance of the Hebrew 

Scriptures, 

{m) In that noble and copious language, the Greek, 
the definite and indefinite fignifications of words are 
critically diftinguiflied by the ^infertion or omiflRon of 
the article " they*' borrowed from the Hebrew win 
^* hua^" as our Englifli moft probably from the em- 
phatic n« " ietby** which reverfed is plainly " the.** 
*^Unfortimately that imperfeft dialed, the Latifty 

taken 
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Scriptures, obferves, that " the word Ij)gos 
vfZ!^ probably much talked of at ihat time," 
IV. p. 1 02. — not knowmg tha,t it was 
talked of at leaft from Abrahan^s days, 
under the title of Dabar Iah-6h, " the 
Oracle of the Lord/* Gen. xv. i. — 
So Paul^ in his fublime recapitulation Of 
the antecedent^ human and fubfequent chsL'- 
raders of Jesus Christ, defcribes him 
under the fame title of ",a God,'' in the 
following celebrated paffage, 1 Thn. iii. 14. 
more literally tranflated : 

" Thefe write I unto thee, {Timothy^') 
hoping to come to thee foon ; but left I 
delay, that thou mayeft know how thou 
fliouldft condu<a thyfelf in God's Houfe^ 

taken by a rude and uncivilized people from tire mpft 
ancient Doric or JEolk Greek, wants the article en- 
tirely : hence a deplorable confufion has been intro- 
duced into the Theology of the Latin Church ; una- 
voidably confounding, under Deus^ botFi K> &eof^ 
"the [Supreme] God'' or the Deity, with 
®to^y "A God'' — or any " powerful" being, 
fubordinate to the Sx/preme — Angels, Heroes, Sec, 
•—This remark is of the utmoft confequence to rational 
and Jffriptural theology. 

(which 
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(which is a Congregation of the Living GaJ) 
[as] a pillar and bulwark of the truth* 
And confeffedly, great is the myjiery of 
THE TRUE Religion : A God was ma- 
nifefted in flejh {John i. I4.), was juftificd 
in fpirit, was feen by angels, was pro- 
claimed among Gentiles, was believed on 
in a world, was taken up in glory^** 

But Griejbach^ preferring the various 
reading OS of the Alexandrine manu- 
fcript, (which he mounts as a rider> on 
the received ©EOSr or by contradlion es>) 
— has miferably mangled the i^wi^ of the 
paflage :-«-i. being forced to refer 'OX^ 
** mohOi^ to the foregoing antecedent Srt^ 
Pi®^ ^^ a pillar^'' which is applied by Paul 
to Timothy^ as it is to the chief Apoftles 
** James^ Peter and John^^ Galat. ii. 9. — 
*• But THE Rock is Christ,*' i Cor. x. 4* 
— ^And wtio (contrary, I am perfuaded^ to 
Griejbach^s intention,) is thereby excluded 
from being the nominative cafe to the en- 
fuing verbS) efavepoD^n^ %li%au(»%i &c. whe*- 
ther *OS be referred to the next antecedent 
StuA®^^ or to the remoter Omtti ©gy, " God^s 
R ' Houfe;' 
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Houfe^^ or " Congregation of Believers oil 
the Living God,'* as explained in the 
parenthe(is.'*^2. Griejbach is alfo forced 
to mifpoint the pafTage, to accoraraodatc 
it to his netv reading 'OS, putting a full 
flop after ^wm } and thereby limiting it 
to the antecedent Xti;A©^, which begins 
the new fentence in his edition.— And^ 
^. his hypothefis, that 'OS was more likely 
to be changed by unlkilful tranfcribers into 
02, than the reverfe, is contradidled by 
experience : for the diacritical marks in 
the latter con traded word may eafily be 
defaced or obliterated, in fuch ancient 
MSS. as the Alexandrine^hy lapfe of time, 
failure of ink, and perhaps ftill more by 
critical curiofity exercifmg not only the 
light but the touch, without any iiniftcr 
intent. — And, 4. Griejbach himfelf brings 
fufEcient vouchers for the received read- 
ing ©go$, from the venerable^ Ignatius — in 
the phrafe, ©ga up&poDTrivooi (pavepsi^evHy ^' A 
God being manifejled in human form. '* 
And moft exprefsly from the Apojiolical 
ccnjiituttons — ©gcs Kvpi^^ STrKpccveis rifji.iv iv 

aapxiy 



( ^43 ) 

wxpxi^ — ** Lord God, w>5o diJ^ appear 
unto us in Jlejh. '* — And from Cyril of 
Alexandria — T^j o ^v a-apyci t^np^^w i n 
^YiKov oTi Tsravln ycti tsraAcai o gjc ©ga Hctlpos 
>^of®^y «T&> yoL§ Bgcti fxeyx to rm Eucrfif ia$ 
fjLtjg-fipioy* Who was He, manifejled in 
flejli ? Certainly it is plain, that it was 
wholly and abfolutely " the Oracle 
FROM God the Father ;" for fo, ^^ great 
will be the myjlery of the true religionJ"^"^ 
And Jujiin Martyr declares : hnr^^tiM XoJoi^, 
IvoL y.ticrfJLta (pavn^ oi S'lot aiTog'o?\,a)v ^npvx^sis Vtto 

e^vm BTTi^iv^Yi — [Gob the Father] fent 
forth the Oracle, that he might appear 
to the world ; who having been proclaimed 
by Apoflles, was believed on by Gentile s^^ 

From all the comments on this famous 
text, cited by Griejbach himfclf, it is evi- 
dent that the Primitive Fathers read either 
©go5 or Aof^, which are tantamount. 

A ftill more unwarrantable rnutilatiou 
of the Sacred Text occurs in Griejbach"^ 
edition of Colojf. ii. 2. where he expunges 
no lefs than five mofl important words, 
xoLi Ualpos Kai tb Xpir»— to which are plainly 
R « in 
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in appofition — to fivtrvpia t» Bee — " the 
myftery of the Deity — even the Father, 
andof THE Christ;" — in whom (Christ) 
are hidden all the treafures of the wifdom 
and of the knowledge [of the Deity}. 
— ^* For^^^ (as the Apoftle afterwards ex- 
plains, verfe 9.) " in Him (Christ) re- 
fideth all the plenitude of the Godhead^ cor- 
poreally^^* — i. e. not figuratively, but fub- 
ftantially. — And not only is the mutilation 
ruinous to the {tD£c of the paffage, but in 
defiance of a whole hoi)i of Authorities^ 
both of Ancient Ferjtons^ MSS. and Fa-; ' 
M^rir—whofe flight variations, as to the 
other words, yet all without exception re- 
taining Ta y^pi^if, or ev toj Xpt^o) — eftablifh 
incontrovertibly the idlenefs of the muti- 
lation, even from the evidence furnilhed 
by Griejbach himfelf. 

Such editorial temerity (to wave any 
further inftances,) furely is moft highly 
reprehenfible, furnifliing no flight fufpi- 
cion, that the judgment of this laborious 
collator has been warped unawares by the 
fafcinating influehce of German Illuminifm. 
.' ^ ^6\ —Affording 
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— x^fFordiiig himfelf, to ail editors of Sacred 
Scrijiture^ an awful warning, land a ftriking 
leflbn, taught by the Apoftle in the eiifuing 
verfe 4, of the faid chapter : ^ " 

* T»}o Jg Affo), \v(t fJift rs vf^ots 'a'xpx?iofi^njai 

*' But this I fay, that no one nmight //«- 
Jiofe on you by ffiecious rec^oning^'' — or 
i\xz\\ fallacies as Logicians call ^^ fiaralo^ 
gifmsy^ ^--iox the Apoftle ufes the .verb 
^afctXof/^ouai plainly in the technical (cnfe, 
Eeing himfelf admirably (killed in ancient 
dialectics ; and all fophifms are indeed re- 
ducible to par alogifms^ or faulty arguments, 
either in the exprejjion, or in the fenfe ; of 
which even this fummary infpe6Hon hasf 
furnifhed Ibme glaring inftances in both 
kinds. 

XVII. Such is the nojiri farrago libelli 
*— the ftrange " medley ^^ of variations^ 
contradi£lionsy real inconjijlencies 2indi down^ 
right abfurdities^ gleaned with a fJ3aring 
hand from the motley pages oi French 
Philbfophifm, German lUuminifm, and' 
'Rj Englijk 
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Englijh Unitarianifm, and reduced to a 
imall focus of illudration and coqipari^n, 
ih ^' our^' honeft, and I truft not illihcral 
•* Satire^^^ — in which I have fcrupuloufly 
endeavoured — ^^s I fhall render, ^n account 
of my Infpcdlorjhtji before the great 
Searchpr of hearts — 

— ^' Nothing to extenuate ; 
Nor fet down aught in malice:'* 

not Icrupling to infpecl the failings of the 
Orthodox^ no lefs than the offences of the 
Heterodox ; diverting myfelf, as much as 
poflible, of all undue prepofleffions for the 
former, and prejudices againft the latter. 
— Even thefe few pages, or extrads of 
infidelity, may furnifli alarming, internal 
evidence, to corroborate the teftimony of 
thofc truly refpe6lable witneffes, Barruel 
and Robifon — touching the tremendous 
exiftehce and wide fpread of that Jxfie- 
matte conspiracy to '* crujk " Chriftianity, 
planned by the arch infidel Voltaire^ and 
©Xjecuted in its various departments by 
bis confederates and emiflaries, and difr 

ciplcs \ 
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ciples ; — many of whom, it is charitably 
to be hoped, will not finally be fejeded 
by that Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
" they perfecuted I " — and for whom, I 
truft, his prayer and apology, breathed 
forth during his Iharpeft agonies on the 
Crofs— . 

^Father, forgive them ! for they know 
not what they do." 

may be found efFcftual, at the laft day, 
" to cover '* — '* their involuntary y?>/j, ne^ 
gligences and ignorances^^ 

If I have fpoken, at any time, with fe« 
verity of fome of the higheji names in the 
Republic of Letters — be it not imputed to 
overweening conceit or malignant depre- 
ciation of their well earned fame ; — but 
only to an ardent wifli to remove from 
error the mifchievous weight of their 
undue authority ; and to that ** virtuous 
indignation'^ which even Jesus Christ, 
and his Apojlles^ - did not reprefs, upon 
great and folcmn occafions ; and which it 
is perhaps impoflible for human nature 

to 
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to ftifle, without *^ lying unto Goo 
ABOVE,'* — and " quenching *' the Holy 
Spirit/' and " denying the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who redeemed us with his pre- 
cious blood ;'* — and incurring the guilt of 
that ""^ fear of many which bringeth a 
fnare." 

Nor can they, on whom the greateft 
feverity of animadverfion has fallen, rea- 
fonably complain, if they be " condemned 
out of their own mouths^^ or brought " to 
confute each other. ^^ — Scarcely any but 
retorted cenfures will be found in the 
courfe of fo laborious, difficult, and trying 
an Inf/ie&ioUy as the fcrutinizer of this 
will find it to be ;"-and I (hall conclude 
it with that " warning voice^^ addreffed 
by Wakefield to the Clergy of the Church 
of 'England-^ of whom I am on? — from 
choice — as approaching the nearejlfn) of 
^ny I have been hitherto able to infj[ie£iy — ' 

to\yarda 

(«) In the prefent day of ^' trouble, and of rebuke, 
and of blafphemy," — ^when i\\t Articles of the Efta- 
bliftied Church are ^^ ev^rj^-.wberc fpoken a^ainjl^^^ it 
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towards the pure model of the EvangeHcal . 
Church, — and now retorted on himfelf^ 
and on the Philofophizing Church in ge- 
neral ; with 'earneftnefs mingled with 

compaflion, 

rhay not be fuperfluous to remark, that they were ori* 
ginally intended di.^ Articles of Separation from the grofler 
ef rors of the Church of Rome, and of wide and Hberal 
accommodation to the principal i?£/br;«^ J Churches, ftill 
ft rongl y tinftured with the dogmas of Rovianifnty in feveral 
inferior points. — ^But they are founded on the glorious 
principle of Protestantism, — the right of prtvatA 
judgment in matters of faith — and difolaiming humaa 
iiifallibtlitjf ; — profefs to be built upon the rock of 
Holy Writ— containing therein the feeds of gradtuj 
reformation from ti^me to time, according as the Scrip- - 
tures come to be better underftood 3 and thence tacitly 
recommending fober, cautious, and fldlfiil criticifm of 
the Original Scriptures, as the ground therepf.— As 
will appear from the following : 

Art. 6. "Holy Scripture containeth all things 
neceflary to falvation : fo that whatfoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be requir- 
ed of any man that, it fhould be believed as an article 
of the faith y or be thought requifite or neceffary to 
falvationJ* 

Art, 8. ^^ The- three creeds, Nicene Creed, Atba^ 
nafius'% Creed, and that which is commonly called the 
Apojlles' Creed, ought^ thoroughly to be received and 

believed} 



, compaffion, for theii* ill-founded *^ fe^ 
tejffion^^ from " Him who hath the Oracles 
af eternal life^' — and from his Reformed 
Church : 

" Come out of. her, my PeopLE, 

believed ; for they may he proved by moft certain war- 
rants of Holy Scripture.'* 

Art. 20. ^^ It is not lawful for the Church to ordain 
anything that is contrary to God* J Wurd written^ 
neither may it Jo expound one place of Scripture^ that it 
le repugnant to another. Wherefore, althoiigh the 
Church be a witnefs and a keeper of Holy Writ, yet, 
as it ought not to decree any thing againji the fame ; 
fo, bejides the fame ^ ought it not to enforce any thing 
to be believed for neceffity of falvation/* 

Thefe are rational, thefe are liberal Articles ^ Be-^^ 
ligtony — according to which, as the main foundations, 
all the reft are to be interpreted, and, if need be, cor- 
reSed^ wherever, to fober^and enlightened criticifm, 
and the general fenfe of the befl: and wifeff members 
of the Eftabliflied Church, they appear, in any refpefts, 
to be repugnant to the tenor of Holy Scripture, care- 
fully compared with itfelf throughout, from Genefis to 
Revelations. — And it is upon this golden canon oi com-* 
parative criticifm, that The Inspector has, to the 
beft of his abilities and information, condufted liig 
SiWzVtf / refearches, as in duty bound: — feekingr^^w- 
able evidence of the reafonahle faith required of him* 

THAT 



( *5^ ) 

THAT Ytt PARTAKE NOT IN fa[BR SINS, 
AND THAT YE RECEIVE NOT OF HJER 

stripes/* Wakejielcr;s Enquiry^ p* J49. 
May he^ and ." many, bright ornameatits 
of religion, humanity and learning, ' whp 
are unable to extricate themfelves fron> 
their Antichrijlian bondage, into THJ^ 
GLORIOUS liberty of the Sons of God,'* 
— " after a feries of intenfe meditation, 
and unremitted ftudy of the Scriptures," 
" beginning,'* like Wakefield^ " their en- 
quiries at a period when felfijh confidera- 
tions feldom operate," — but too early, 
perhaps, for mature judgment — and a 
comprehenjive view of the amazing out- 
line of the Patriarchal and Evangelical 
fcheme of Revelation^ — and fometimes 
ihifled by private fancies^ and rooted in 
error by 'the vanity of authorjhip — liften 
to the following admirable " difcharge of 
a Chrijiian Philofopher*s //«/y,"— tranflated 
from lVakejield'% final citation of Jujiin 
Mdrtyr : 



/ ■ . 

/ 

( «i* ) 

/ tifafA^P TioiTov ^7?^ >tay vfisis €tfPt(^tiie f d ynt^ 

" Having endeavoured, as much as in 

/ our power, to qonvert you ; we know that 

/ we are not accountable in future, although 

/ ye diJBe/ieve : for our [duty] is done and 

/ difcharged." 



/ 
/ 



THE END. 



/-n 
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NOTS to Page 131. , 

THE following Lines^ written by Sir James Law* 
rencey on a blank ieaf of Herder's Diflertation on the 
Origin of Language, which had been lent him by the 
Ablefs of Ganderjheim^ fifler to tlie Duke of Brunfivick, 
having lately appeared in the public prints, are fo ap- 
pofite, and fo elegant, as to be entitled to republication. 

Princess, rejeft the bardy Sceptic* s plan. 

For LANGUAGE furc was God's frjl gift to Man : 

Even Eve, the mother of the hjuman race. 

Like THEB, ei^prefs'd her thoughts with native gracej 

And could HE hear one Jingle word of thine, 

JIerder would own the power ofjpeech PJVXNE.^^- 

But ah ! from Eve a ufeful leflbn learn, 

And from the dangerous path of KNOWLEDpig turn; 

If late remorfe (hook Eve's too daring fowl,*' 

Who but one apple from the garden y?o/^. 

What heavier puni/hments mull wait on thee, 

yf\iO ro^b'd each branch of the forbidden trK5 I 
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